A Daily Message For
Christian Endeavorers
A BOOK FOR THE QUIET HOUR FOR
THE PRAYER MEETING AND FOR
THE BIRTHDAY
COMPILED BY
MRS. FRANCIS E. CLARK
EDITED AND WITH INTRODUCTION BY
Rev. Francis E. Clark, D.D.

First Fruits Press
Wilmore, Kentucky
c2015

A daily message for Christian Endeavorers, compiled by Mrs. Francis E. Clark; edited and with an
introduction by Francis E. Clark..
First Fruits Press, ©2015
Previously published: Boston, Chicago: United Society of Christian Endeavor, [1897]
ISBN: 9781621713456 (print), 9781621713463 (digital)
Digital version at http://place.asburyseminary.edu/christianendeavorbooks/33/
First Fruits Press is a digital imprint of the Asbury Theological Seminary, B.L. Fisher Library.
Asbury Theological Seminary is the legal owner of the material previously published by the
Pentecostal Publishing Co. and reserves the right to release new editions of this material as well as
new material produced by Asbury Theological Seminary. Its publications are available for
noncommercial and educational uses, such as research, teaching and private study. First Fruits
Press has licensed the digital version of this work under the Creative Commons Attribution
Noncommercial 3.0 United States License. To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/.
For all other uses, contact:
First Fruits Press
B.L. Fisher Library
Asbury Theological Seminary
204 N. Lexington Ave.
Wilmore, KY 40390
http://place.asburyseminary.edu/firstfruits
Clark, Harriet E. (Harriet Elizabeth), 1850A daily message for Christian Endeavorers / compiled by Mrs. Francis E. Clark; edited and
with an introduction [electronic resource] by Francis E. Clark.
1 online resource (373 pages: illustrations ; 21 cm.) : digital.
Wilmore, Ky. : First Fruits Press, ©2015.
Reprint. Previously published: Boston: United Society of Christian Endeavor, [1897].
“A book for the quiet hour, for the prayer meeting, and for the birthday.”
ISBN: 9781621713463 (electronic)
1. Meditations. 2. Devotional calendars. I. Title. II. Clark, Francis E. (Francis Edward), 1851-1927.
BV4810 .C5 2015eb
Cover design by Jonathan Ramsay

!

First Fruits Press
The Academic Open Press of Asbury Theological Seminary
204 N. Lexington Ave., Wilmore, KY 40390
859-858-2236
first.fruits@asburyseminary.edu
asbury.to/firstfruits

FrDnlis,/n'tct.

THE CHRIST.
From statue by Thorwaldsen.

A DAILY MESSAGE
FOR

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS

A BOOK FOR THE QUIET HOUR
FOR THE PRAYER MEETING
AND FOR THE BIRTHDAY

COMPILED BY

MRS. FRANCIS E. CLARK
EDITED AND WITH INTRODUCTION BY

REV. FRANCIS E. CLARK, 0. 0.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY
OF CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR
BOSTON

CHICAGO

IXX-E-AX

BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION.

I

CAN speak with more freedom concerning
this volume than if I had myself undertaken
its compilation. As I have edited the manuscript, I have learned how many months of labor
have been bestowed upon its compilation by one
who (I hope I shall not be accused of undue conjugal partiality) was unusually fitted for the task.
For years it has been the habit of the compiler
to mark, read, and inwardly digest, and often to
learn by heart, passages from authors ancient
and modern that seemed to her especially helpful
and inspiring. Naturally, voluminous scrap-books
of choice quotations resulted, each paragraph of
which had proved helpful to at least one soul.
These scrap-books were the genesis of this
volume, for it is believed that sentences and
verses which have proved God's messengers
and messages to one heart will prove equally
his heaven-sent ministers to many others.
vii

vm
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Not a few books on a similar plan have recently been published, some of which have also
been prepared especially for Christian Endeavorers. This volume, however, unites various
features which have not, to my knowledge, been
combined in any one volume.
In the first place, it contains a daily message
for the Quiet Hour, a message, as I have said,
which has been tried and proved by the compiler. Here is daily spiritual food, morning
manna for the hungry soul, honey from the
rock of many personal experiences, the water of
life for the thirsty.
Eat and drink hereof,
reader, in the morning watch or the still evening hour.
In the second place, these selections are chosen
and arranged with special reference to the Christian Endeavor prayer meeting. For nearly seventeen years the compiler of this book has been an
active Christian Endeavor worker. She has
missed very few weekly meetings in all these
years. She " rocked the cradle " of the first
Christian Endeavor society. She knows what
helps Endeavorers need for the prayer meetings,
and what quotations will quicken, ennoble, and interest. Almost every subject likely to be considered in an Endeavor meeting is here illuminated
by the world's best writers. If Endeavorers
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will carefully study these quotations and make
them their own contribution to the subject of the
meeting, often by quoting the thought instead of
the exact words, participation by quotation will
be one of the most helpful exercises of the
meeting.
It will be noticed that these selections are
arranged in such a way, all upon the same topic
being brought together in the same section of
the book, that they can ea'Sily be referred to,
whatever may be the topic of the meeting. With
the help of the complete index the appropriate
passage can usually be found quickly, whatever
the subject may be. The compiler of the book,
however, earnestly urges that whenever any of
the selections are used in the meetings they 'be
quoted from memory, or the thought told in one's
own words, rather than read from the book or
from a slip of paper, as this method of using the
book will prove far more helpful and interesting
to those who listen, as well as to the one who
speaks. One who has learned to tell in his own
words a thought received from this book will soon
learn to tell a thought of his own on the topic,
and thus it is hoped that by a right use of this
little book some will graduate from the class of
quotation-readers.
In the third place, this is not only a book for

X
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the Quiet Hour and for the Prayer Meeting, but
for the Birthday. May the message that comes
to each reader on his own birthday be peculiarly
the King's Word to him. These messages, also,
when accompanied by the signatures of dear
friends on their birthday dates, will have a new
and constantly increasing interest, so that this
volume, unlike most books, will become more
valuable the older it grows.
May every one who receives a message from
these pages himself become a King's messenger
to carry to some other needy one the manna
which has refreshed his own soul.
FRANCIS

E.

CLARK.

We desire to make grateful acknowledgment of the courtesy of the following publishers in granting permission to use valuable
copyrighted material : Harper & Brothers,
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., and Roberts Brothers.
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January f.

The New Year.

WHAT wilt thou do with the year
That is dawning so fresh and clear,
Dawning in whiteness,
Dawning in brightnessWhat wilt thou do with the year?
The world cries: "Give it to me!
I will deck it with flowers for thee;
I will fill it with mirth and glee;
And, if that will not suffice,
I will give thee a higher price;
I will crown it with golden days
Of wealth and honor and praise,
And fill it with incense sweet,
Ascending around thy feet."
And the end? "0, far away
Is that strange and misty day."
The Lord speaks: "Give it to me;
With my life I ransomed thee,
And I come to set thee free;
My service is constant peace,
And blessing with sure increase,
Joy-springs that will never run dry,
And work that will satisfy."
And the end? "A glorious day
And a crown of life for aye."
SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

!
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The New Year.

0 GOOD New Year, we clasp
This warm, shut hand of thine,
Loosing forever, with half sigh, half gasp,
That which from ours falls like dead fingers' twine.
Ay, whether fierce its grasp
Has been, or gentle, having been, we know
That it was blessed: let the old year go.
0 New Year, teach us faith!
The road of life is hard.
When our feet bleed, and scourging winds us scathe,
Point thou to him whose visage was more marred
Than any man's; who saith,
"Make straight paths for your feet;" and to the
oppressed,
"Come ye to me, and I will give you rest."
Yet hang some lamplike hope
Above this unknown way,
Kind year, to give our spirits freer scope,
And our hands strength to work while it is day.
But, if that way must slope
Tombward, 0, bring before our fading eyes
The lamp of life, the hope that never dies.
Friend, come thou like a friend,
And, whether bright thy face,
Or dim with clouds we cannot comprehend,
We'll hold our patient hands, each in his place,
And trust thee to the end,
Knowing thou leadest onward to those spheres
Where there are neither days nor months nor years.
DINAH MULOCK CRAIK.
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New Things.
A NEW commandment I give unto you, that ye
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye
JOHN 13 : 3 4.
also love one another.
says, "Love is the fulfilling of the law."
Did you ever think what he meant by that? In
those days men were working their passage to
heaven by keeping the ten commandments and
the hundred and ten other commandments which
they had manufactured out of them. Christ
said : " I will show you a more simple way. If
you do one thing, you will do these hundred and
ten things, without even thinking about them.
If you love, you will unconsciously fulfil the
whole law." And you can readily see for yourselves how that must be so. Take any of the
commandments. "Thou shalt have no other
gods before me." If a man love God, you will not
require to tell him that. Love is the fulfilling of
that law. "Take not his name in vain." Would
he ever dream of taking his name in vain if he
loved him? Love would fulfil these laws. It is
the rule for fulfilling all rules, the new commandment for keeping all the old commandments,
Christ's one secret of the Christian life.
PAUL

HENRY DRUMMOND.

FoR this is the message that ye heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another.
JOHN.

4
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New Things.

EVERY day is a fresh beginning,
Every morn is the world made new ;
You who are weary of sorrow and sinning,
Here is a beautiful hope for you,
A hope for me and a hope for you.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
SOMETIMES the Master gives to me
A strange new alphabet;
I wonder what its use will be,
Or why it need be set.
And then I find this tongue alone
Some stranger ear can reach,
One whom he may commission me
For him to train or teach.
No man was ever crushed by the burdens of one
day. We can always get along with our heaviest
load till the sun goes down; well, that is all we
ever have to do. To-morrow? 0, you may have
no to-morrow; you may be in heaven. If you
are here, God will be here, too, and you will receive new strength for the new day.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
NEW words to speak, new thoughts to hear,
New love to give and take ;
Perchance new burdens I may bear
For love's own sweetest sake.
FRANCES R. HA VERGAL.

His compassions fail not. They are new every
morning; great is thy faithfulness.
JEREMIAH.
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New Things.

ONLY the new days are our own,
To-day is ours, and to-day alone.

SUSAN COOLIDGE.
EVERY morning as we rise,
God's new mercies greet our eyes;
Onward, through advancing day,
Gifts unnumbered strew the way;
And, when twilight shadows fall,
Evening blessings brighten all.

WE should serve in newness of spirit, and not
in the oldness of the letter.
As Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life.
PAUL.
MUST the old joys be evermore withholden?
Even their memory keeps me pure and true ;
And yet from out Jerusalem the golden
God speaketh, saying, "I make all things new."
S. DOUDNEY.

AND I saw a new heaven and a new earth;
and I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
he will dwell with them.
REVELATION.

6
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New Things.

NEW mercies, each returning day,
Hover around us while we pray;
New perils past, new sins forgiven,
New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.
If on our daily course our mind
Be set to hallow all we find,
New treasures still, of countless price,
God will provide for sacrifice.
JOHN KEELE.

To those in Christ all things are not only new,
but they are growing continually newer. In the
old world and with the old man it is just the
other way. Things are always getting older
until life gets to be an insufferable burden, a
dreary round, a wretched repetition, and we see
backs bent with nothing but pure sorrow, and
heads white with none other sickness than vexation of spirit, and men brought to the grave because life was too wearisome to be supported any
longer. But in the new world and with the new
man the whole is reversed. Every day more of
the old is weeded out, more of the new is coming
in. Life is " fresher and freer " and fuller of
promise. There are new discoveries of the
Father's love, new revelations of Christ's grace,
new experiences of the Spirit's comfort. Life
becomes interesting and grand beyond belief.
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

January 7.

]

Ideals.

THERE is no ideal like that presented in the
character of the Man Christ Jes us ; no motto so
wholesome and so inspiring as to ask, What
would Jesus have done? no ambition so ennobling as to walk through the world being as
absolutely Christlike as possible, so that weary
and alien souls may look up to us and think
that Christ has come again to the world, and
bless God for us.
REv. F. B. MEYER.
BETTER to strive and climb, and never reach the
goal,
Than to drift along with time, an aimless, worthless
soul,
Ay, better to climb and fail, to sow, though the yield
be small,
Than to throw away day after day, and never strive
at all.

you read Mrs. Burnett's sweet little
story of Sara Crewe ? Do you remember how
she used to imagine herself a princess, and, by
trying to act as she believed a real princess
should, came at last really to feel like a princess,
and was able to " make believe " so successfully
that as a royal princess she gave even of her
poverty to a child poorer than herself, and bore
hard living and harder words bravely and cheerily
because "a princess would not complain "?
HAVE

H. A. C.
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Strength.

no unguarded place,
No weakness of the soul;
Take every virtue, every grace,
And fortify the whole.
LEA VE

Stand, then, in his great might,
With all his strength endued,
And take, to arm you for the fight,
The panoply of God.

C. WESLEY.

FoR in the day just closed I've learned how truly

God's help is equal to our need;
Sufficient for each hour it cometh newly,
If we but follow where its teachings lead,
Believing when we pray,
"Strength for the day."
C. B. LEROW

To those who "wait upon the Lord " there is
always given strength to meet the trials of the
day, and there ought to be no anxiety as to the
trials of the morrow. 0, the peace which a true
Christian might possess if he would take God at
his word, and trust him to make good his promises! It is hard to say what could then ruffle
him, or what, at least, could permanently disturb.
Day by day his duties might be more arduous,
his temptations stronger, his trials more severe;
but he would ascertain that the imparted strength
grew at the same rate, so that he was always equal
to the duties, victorious over the temptations, and
sustained under the trials.
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January 9.

9

Strength.

IF I speak of strength, lo, he is strong.

JOB.

in his weakness needs a stronger stay
Than fellow men, the holiest and best ;
And yet we turn to them from day to day
As if in them our spirits could find rest.
MAN

Gently untwine our childish hands, that cling
To such inadequate supports as these,
And shelter us beneath thy heavenly wing,
Till we have learned to walk alone with ease.
S. V. POWYS.

MY sandals are his strength,
And his great love
The staff that helps me toward
The home above. MILLIE COLCORD.
hear the prayer we offer;
Not for ease that prayer shall be,
But for strength that we may ever
Live our lives courageously.
FATHER,

THOU hast been a strength to the poor, a
strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge
from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when
the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm
against the wall.
ISAIAH.

I0
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Idle Words.

A GREAT many people speak before they know
what they want to say. They often express the
lack of an idea, rather than an idea. God did
not give us words to use idly; they are too powerful, and contain too many possibilities. A word
may be a dagger, a bullet, a balm, a poison, a
serpent, a mine of wealth, a dynamite bomb. It
can build or blast a reputation. Then what right
have you to be playing with such engines of
power without understanding them ? Unless
you learn to weigh well your words, you are
as dangerous as would be a child intrusted with
the throttle-valve of a mountain locomotive.
ANON.

A

WISE and holy word,
It falls as doth the dew;
A sweet refreshment to afford,
And virtue's strength renew.
Speak for the love of God;
Speak for the love of man;
The words of truth love sends abroad
Shall never be in vain.
G. B. BUBIER.

Bv thy words thou shalt be justified, and by
thy words thou shalt be condemned.
MATT. 12: 37.
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God's Commands.

THE command may not always come direct
from the Master; it would be too sweet to hear
only God's voice ; but he sends it by means of
his ambassadors ; these go by the names of superiors, equals, inferiors, sometimes enemies.
From " GOLD DusT."
AND that voice still soundeth on
From the centuries that are gone
To the centuries that shall be;
Poor, sad humanity,
Through all the dust and heat,
Turns back with bleeding feet,
By the weary road it came,
Unto the simple thought
By the great Master taught,
And that remaineth still;
"Not he that repeateth the name,
But he that doe th the will."
The clashing of creeds and the strife
Of the many beliefs that in vain
Perplex man's heart and brain,
Are naught but the rustle of leaves,
When the breath of God upheaves
The boughs of the tree of life,
And they subside again ;
And I remember still
The words, and from whom they came,
"Not he that repeateth the name,
But he that doeth the will."

LONGFELLOW.

I2
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Happiness.

HAPPY is he that hath the God of Jacob for
his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God.
DAVID.

UNDOUBTEDLY there is very much in our temperament and nervous organization to account
for the expression or non-expression of religious
rapture. We ought to bear this in mind, and
not allow ourselves to be too greatly influenced
by mere moods.
There is something vastly better than mere
rapture, and that is a steady, abiding, peaceful
faith ; and there is something far worse than
depression of spirits, and that is indifference to
Christ's claims and Christ's love. Yet, for all
that, I do not think we ought to allow ourselves
to live down in the gloomy fogs of tormenting
self-distrust and fear. We ought not to excuse
ourselves from all joy in the service of God
on the ground of our disposition or nervous
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
state.
I AM not glad till I have known
Life that can lift me from my own;
A loftier level must be won,
A mightier strength to lean upon.

LUCY LARCOM.
HAPPY is that people whose God is the Lord.
DAVID.
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Happiness.

IT is only a poor sort of happiness that could
ever come by caring very much about our own
narrow pleasures. We can only have the highest
happiness by having wide thoughts and much
feeling for the rest of the world as well as ourselves; and this sort of happiness often brings
so much pain with it that we can only tell it from
pain by its being what we would choose before
everything else, because our souls see it is food.
WORDSWORTH.
HE who has formed a habit of looking at the
bright, happy side of things, who sees the glory
in the grass, the sunshine in the flowers, sermons
in stones, and good in everything, has a great
advantage over the chronic dyspeptic, who sees
no good in anything.
His habitual thought
sculptures his face into beauty, and touches his
manner with grace.
"IF a word or two will render a man happy,"
said a Frenchman, "he must be a very wretch
indeed, who will not give it. It is like lighting
another man's candle with your own, which loses
none of its brilliancy by what the other gains."
From "PUSHING TO THE FRONT."
THERE is something higher than happiness.
There is blessedness, the blessedness of being
good, of being right and doing right. That
blessedness we may have at all times.

16 ittbllal!!6·
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Habits.

HABITS, soft and pliant at first, are like some
coral stones, which are easily cut when first
quarried, but soon become as hard as adamant.
SPURGEON.
BE not too slow in the breaking of sinful custom; a quick, courageous resolution is better
than a gradual deliberation ; in such a com bat
he is the bravest soldier that lays about him
without fear or wit. Wit pleads ; fear disheartens ; he that would kill Hydra had better strike
off one neck than five heads; fell the tree, and
the branches are soon cut off.
QUARLES.
THE seemingly unimportant events of life
succeed one another as the snow gathers together ; so are our habits formed. A single
flake produces no material change ; but, as the
tempest hurls the avalanche down the mountain,
and overwhelms the inhabitant and his habitation, so passion, acting upon the element of
mischief, which pernicious habits have brought
together by imperceptible accumulations, overthrows the edifice of truth and virtue.
JEREMY BENTHAM.
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Goocl Temper.

IF, then, you do not wish to be of an angry
temper, do not feed the habit ; throw nothing on
it which will increase it; at first keep quiet, and
count the days on which you have not been
angry, for the habit at first begins to be weakened, and then is completely destroyed. When
you can say, "I have not been vexed to-day, nor
the day before, nor yet on any succeeding day
during two or three months; but I took care
when some exciting thing happened," be assured
that you are in a good way.
EPICTETUS.
"WHEN things are crooked, it behooves us to
keep ourselves in a smooth, happy, and contented frame by looking unto Jesus. Religion
is not worth much unless it has some strong,
practical bearing upon daily life, daily duty, and
daily burden-bearing."
" A HAPPY disposition is worth far more than
a great fortune. If God has not given you such
a disposition, cultivate it as far as possible. It
does no good to brood over one's troubles. It
doesn't help matters out a bit. Be on the lookout for bright rays, and you will certainly find
them."

I6
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Good Temper.

"LovE is not easily provoked."
Nothing
could be more striking than to find this here.
We are inclined to look upon bad temper as a
very harmless weakness. We speak of it as
a mere infirmity of nature, a family failing, a
matter of temperament, not a thing to take into
very serious account in estimating a man's character. And yet, here, right in the heart of this
analysis of love, it finds a place ; and the Bible
again and again returns to condemn it as one of
the most destructive elements in human nature.
HENRY DRUMMOND.
I AM glad to think
I am not bound to make the world go right,
But only to discover and to do
With cheerful heart the work that God appoints.
]EAN

lNGELOW.

"THERE are bright days and dark days, and
we must take advantage of the former, and be as
little discouraged as possible about the latter.
They are all in a lifetime, and the only way to
have heart-sunshine is to keep close to God."
HE that is slow to anger is better than the
mighty, and he that ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city.
SOLOMON.

I7
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Success.

IF you wish success in life, make perseverance
your bosom friend, experience your wise counsellor, caution your elder brother, and hope your
guardian genius.
ADDISON.
talent of success is nothing more than
doing what you can do well, and doing well
whatever you do, without a thought of fame.
THE

LONGFELLOW.

WE are much bound to them that do succeed;

But in a more pathetic sense are bound
To such as fail. They all our loss expound;
They comfort us for work that will not speed,
And life itself a failure.
JEAN INGELOW.
MARK you, young man, the line you succeed
in will be of your own finding. The Davids in
life do not slay the Goliaths of difficulty and
temptation in another's armor, even though it
be the king's, but with their own self- made
weapons, though they be nothing more formidable than a sling and pebble.

c. E.

BISHOP.

is only one real failure in life possible;
and that is, not to be true to the best one knows.
THERE

ARCHDEACON FARRAR.

I8
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The Peace of God.

WE ask for peace, 0 Lord,
Thy children ask thy peace;
Not what the world calls rest,
That toil and care should cease,
That through bright, sunny hours
Calm life should fleet away,
And tranquil night should fade
In smiling day ;
It is not for such peace that we
would pray.
We ask thy peace, 0 Lord,
Through storm and fear and strife
To light and guide us on,
Through a long, struggling life;
To lean on thee entranced,
In calm and perfect rest;
Give us that peace, 0 Lord,
Divine and blest,
Thou keepest for those hearts who
love thee best.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.

TRUE peace of conscience is always joined
with a holy fear, a fear to offend, and a fear
of the divine displeasure for what we have offended. True peace of conscience relies not
upon popular noises, and is not a sleep procured
by the tongues of flatterers or opinions of men,
but is a peace from within, relying upon God and
its own just measures.
JEREMY TAYLOR.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

January

t9.

19

Hope.

IT is good that a man should both hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.
JEREMIAH.

THE sweetest hope is the hope we hold
Of a glad ingathering day,
When the Shepherd shall bring within the fold
The sheep that have gone astray.
EDITH VIRGINIA BRADT.

and fasting are said to be the two wings
of prayer. Fasting is but as the wings of a bird ;
but hope is like the wing of an angel, soaring up
to heaven, and bears our prayers to the throne of
grace. Without hope, it is impossible to pray;
but hope makes our prayers reasonable, passionate, and religious; for it relies upon God's promise. Prayer is always in proportion to our hope,
zealous and affectionate.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
HOPE

THUS heavenly hope is all serene,
But earthly hope, how bright soe'er,
Still fluctuates o'er this charming scene
As false and fleeting as 'tis fair.
HEBER
BE strong to hope, 0 heart,
Though day is bright;
The stars can only shine
In the dark night.
Be strong, 0 heart of mine;
Look towards the light!
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
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Christian Courtesy.

"LovE doth not behave itself unseemly."
Politeness has been defined as love in trifles.
Courtesy is said to be love in little things. And
the one secret of politeness is to love. Love
cannot behave itself unseemly.
HENRY DRUMMOND.

A

FLOWER upon my threshold laid,
A little kindness wrought unseen;
I know not who love's tribute paid;
I only know that it has made
Life's pathway smooth, life's borders green.

God bless the gracious hands that e'er
Such tender ministries essay,
Dear hands, that help the pilgrim bear
His load of weariness and care
More bravely up the toilsome way.
The Churchman.

0 FOR love to be as gracious to another as
one is to one's self, to put the same favorable
interpretation upon their acts ; to make the same
liberal allowance for opinions ; to choose among
the many more generous motives ; to be as gentle of the living as of the dead, as kind towards
the present as the absent, as jealous of to-day as
one is wistful about yesterday!
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.
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Christian Courtesy.

POLITENESS has been compared to an air-cushion, which, although there is apparently nothing
in it, yet eases our jolts wonderfully . . . . But,
when we go below its surface, and consider that
its foundations are based upon the universal
needs of the human soul, we see that it is no
longer the most insignificant of the arts, but the
very finest of them all. Courtesy is the legitimate
offspring of Christian charity, and the etiquette
of politeness is only the form which embodies the
spirit of this Christian courtesy.
GEORGE L. CAREY.
THERE is no place where real politeness is of
more value than where we most think it would be
superfluous. You may say more truth, or rather
speak out more plainly, to your associates, but
not less courteously than you do to strangers.
ARTHUR HELPS.
TRUE politeness is "real kindness kindly expressed."
GEORGE L. CAREY.
POLITENESS is to do and say
The kindest thing in the kindest way.

ANON.

"MANNERS are not gloves, to be put on and
off at will."
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True Courage.

JEREMIAH lived under at least four kings
whose hopes and wishes were thwarted by his
prophecies. But he was never muzzled. False
prophets on every side predicted prosperity, and
uttered smooth sayings which pleased the princes
and nobles; and Jeremiah saw the way to royal
favor and worldly happiness made very plain;
but he never spake with lying lips the message
which God gave him not. Patriotism seemed to
demand that, with the clamorous false prophets,
he should incite the people to an alliance with
Egypt rather than advise them, as he constantly
did, to submit to the yoke of Babylon. But for
the latter course he had the "thus saith the
Lord," and not for the former; and he never
hesitated as to his message.
0 brave, strong, modest, undaunted spirit!
May we learn thy secret of uncompromising allegiance to the Lord of hosts. May we dare to be
Jeremiahs. May we dare to stand alone against
a hostile world, if need be, the Lord our only
fortress and high tower.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
You picture to yourself the beauty of bravery
and steadfastness. And then some little disagreeable duty comes, which is your martyrdom,
the lamp for your oil; and, if you do not do it,
how your oil is spilt!
PHILLIPS BROOKS.
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The Tongue.

PERHAPS you would not have so much trouble
with your tongue in company, if you would talk
more with God when alone.
ARCHDEACON FARRAR.
ONE must start in youth, and be on watch
night and day, at work and play, to get and keep
a voice that shall speak at all times the thoughts
of a kind heart. It is often in youth
one
gets a voice or a tone that is sharp, and it sticks
to him through life, and stirs up ill-will and
grief, and falls like a drop of gall on the sweet
joys of home. Watch it day by day as a pearl of
great price, for it will be worth more to you than
the best pearl hid in the seas. A kind voice is to
the heart what light is to the eye ; it is a light
that sings as well as shines.
ELIHU BURRITT.
Gop gives us tongues on purpose that they
should be used. As he made birds to sing, and
stars to shine, and rivers to flow, so he has made
men and women to converse with one another to
his glory. It may be desirable that some should
speak less, but it is still more desirable that they
should speak better.
SPURGEON.
SPEAK your mind,
But still be kind.
IN being frank some are rough, and this is by
no means needful. Speak the truth in love.
SPURGEON,
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Character.

EACH life that fails of its true intent
Mars the perfect plan that its Master meant.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

"Never mind who was your grandfather; what
are you ? The man who has nothing to boast of
but his good ancestors is like a potato ; all that
is good of him is under ground." So said an autho_r, ·long since under ground himself.
Clothe with life the weak intent,
Let me be the thing I meant. WHITTIER.

OuR character is but the stamp on our souls of
the free choice of good and evil we have made
through life.
GEIKIE.
ONLY what we have wrought into our character during life can we take away with us.
"SPIRITUAL GEMS."

BE noble, and the nobleness that lies
In other men, sleeping, but never dead,
Will rise in majesty to meet thine own.
LOWELL.
LIFE'S field will yield, as we make it,
A harvest of thorns or flowers.
ALICE CARY.
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Religion.

RELIGION is not something that is fastened
upon the outside of life, but is the awakening of
the truth inside of life.
PHILLIPS BROOKS.
IF being holy means anything at all, it means
being true, honest, upright, pure, gentle, patient,
kind, and unselfish. We really have no more
religion than we get into our every-day practice.
Wherein our devotion is higher than our living,
it counts for nothing.
The Morning Star.
RELIGION without Christ is a lamp without
oil.
" The foolish took their lamps, but took no oil
with them." Jes us says, "Without me ye can do
nothing."
SPURGEON.
THE life of a good religious person ought to
excel in all virtues, that he may inwardly be such
as outwardly he seemeth to men. And rightly
there ought to be much more within than is perceived without. For God beholdeth us ; whom
we are bound most highly to reverence wheresoever we are, and to walk in purity like angels in
his sight.
Daily ought we to renew our purposes, and to
stir up ourselves to greater fervor, as though this
were the first day of our conversion.
THOMAS

A KEMPIS.
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Repentance.

BECAUSE I knew not when my life was good,
And when there was a light upon my path,
But turned my soul perversely to the dark,
0 Lord, I do repent.
Because I spent the strength thou gavest me,
In struggle which thou never didst ordain,
And have but dregs of life to offer thee,
0 Lord, I do repent.
Because I was impatient, would not wait,
But thrust my impious hand across thy threads,
And marred the pattern drawn out for my life,
0 Lord, I do repent.
Because I held upon my selfish road,
And left my brother wounded by the way,
And called ambition duty, and pressed on,
0 Lord, I do repent.
Because thou hast borne with me all this while,
Hast smitten me with love until I weep,
Hast called me as a mother calls her child,
0 Lord, I do repent.
SARAH WILLIAMS.

I DESIRE that it be observed that sorrow for
sins is not repentance. Repentance is a great
volume of duty ; and godly sorrow is but the
frontispiece or title-page; it is the harbinger or
first introduction to it; or, if you will consider it
in the words of St. Paul, "Godly sorrow worketh
repentance;" sorrow is the parent, and repentance is the product.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
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Repentance.

WE cannot lie every morning, and repent the lie at
night;
We cannot blacken our souls all day, and each day
wash them white;
Though the pardoning blood availeth to cleanse the
mortal stain,
For the sin that goes on sinning that blood was shed
in vain.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

people can shed tears for nothing, some
for anything ; but the proper and true effects of
a godly sorrow are, fear of the divine judgments,
apprehension of God's displeasure, watchings and
strivings against sin, and patiently enduring the
cross of sorrow which God sends as their punishment. If we be apt to weep in other accidents,
it is ill if we weep not also in the sorrows of
repentance ; not that weeping is of itself a duty,
but that the sorrow, if it be as great, will be expressed in as great a manner.
SOME

JEREMY TAYLOR.

HAST thou impatient been?
Tell it to God.
Art prone through this to sin?
Tell it to God.
He knows thy weakness all,
Will help thee lest thou fall ;
Tell it to God.
W. W. HOLLOWAY,

JR.
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Abiding in Christ.

You will surely lose the blessing and the fulness of
your joy,
If you let dark clouds distress you, and your inward
peace destroy.
You may always be abiding, if you will, at Jesus'
side;
In the secret of his presence you may every moment
hide.
ELLEN M. GOREH.
NOT a brief glance I beg, a passing word,
But as thou dwell'st with thy disciples, Lord,
Familiar, condescending, patient, free;
Come, not to sojourn, but abide, with me.
HENRY F. LYTE.
TEACH me thy patience; still with thee
In closer, dearer company,
In work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
In trust that triumphs over wrong.
w ASHINGTON GLADDEN, D. D.
KEEP me from mine own undoing,
Help me turn to thee when tried ;
Still my footsteps, Father, viewing,
Keep me ever at thy side.
JOHN M. NEALE.

IF a man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with him.
JOHN 14: 23.
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God's Love.

THE light of love is round his feet;
His paths are never dim;
And he comes nigh to us when we
Dare not come nigh to him.

FABER.

ART tired?
There is rest remaining. Hast thou sinned?
There is a sacrifice. Lift up thy head;
The lovely world and the over-world alike
Ring with a song eterne, a happy rede;
Thy Father loves thee.
JEAN INGELOW.

WE love others, we love everybody, we love
our enemies, because he first loved us. And
that is how the love of God melts down the unlovely heart in man, and begets in him the new
creature, who is patient and humble and gentle
and unselfish.
HENRY DRUMMOND.

Lord did not set his love upon you, nor
choose you, because ye were more in number than
any people; for ye were the fewest of all people,
but because the Lord loved you.
THE

DEUT.

7: 7, 8.

IN this was manifested the love of God toward
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through him.
I JOHN

4 :9.
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Mistakes.

to keep me this day without sin;
Yea, Lord, from danger, too, for Chrisfs dear sake :
Yet more I ask, for more thy help would win;
In thy deep pity keep me from mistake.
From "THE UPLANDS OF GOD."

VOUCHSAFE

dropped suddenly upon her knees beside
the window-seat, and prayed.
"I have done the best I knew, Lord. If I was
in a hurry, and did not wait for all thou hadst to
say, if I have made anything wrong to-day, 0,
put it right, or make right come of it."
And so she go.t up again, leaving it there where
she left everything. He both could and would.
she knew; though mistake were piled upon mistake in all their lives. Was it not what he came,
and is with us al ways for, to judge the world?
A. D. T. WHITNEY.
SHE

in doubt, I say,
Lord, make it plain ;
Which is the true, safe way?
Which would be vain?
I am not wise to know,
Nor sure of foot to go.
My blind eyes cannot see
What is so clear to thee.
Lord, make it clear to me.
BEING

ANNA WARNER.

TEACH me thy way, 0 Lord, and lead me m a
DAVID.
plain path.
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Prayers.

GROW very familiar with Bible prayers, those
terse sentences pregnant with meaning,- " Create
in me a clean heart, 0 Lord ; " " Keep the door
of my lips ; " " In thee, 0 Lord, do I put my
trust; " "Be thou to me a strong rock; " "Continue thy loving-kindness unto them that know
thee ; " "Send out thy light and thy truth." I
should like to continue these quotations without
number. The Bible is very rich as a prayer-book.
If we linger much among such petitions, habit
will again come to our aid, and the Bible words
will rush in upon us when we pray before others.
REV. F. B. MEYER.
OuR Father in heaven, give us the hearts of
little children. When trouble comes, may we be
able to meet it in the spirit of Jesus. May we
know that all things are in the hands of the Lord.
May we rest in the Lord and wait for him. We
would pray for others as well as for ourselves, for
masters and servants, for teachers and scholars, for
rich and poor, for those who sit in heathen darkness and for those who are enriched with Christian privileges. We leave ourselves in the hands
of God, trusting to the blessed Saviour alone for
pardon, for daily grace, and for heaven when our
work on earth is done.
From The Congregationalist.
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Christian Endeavor.
No member has incorporated the principles of
the Christian Endeavor pledge, and lived up to
its exalted requirements, without marked progress
in spiritual life and activity. The impress of a
consecrated spirit is unmistakable. A true Endeavorer may be counted on in later life. He is
sure to become a pillar in the church.
REv. D. M. PRATT, in Tlze Golden Rule.
THREE things make a happy Christian Endeavorer; they are prayer, labors of love for Christ,
and triumphs over strong temptations.
T. L. CUYLER, D. D.
CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR has revealed to me the
duty, and, later, the joy, of Christian stewardship.
The leanness of our spiritual lives is often due to
the smallness of our gifts to God. I trust that
not the least of the things that Christian Endeavor will do for us will be to lead us to recognize God's claim to a larger portion of what he
has given us the ability to earn.
WILLIAM SHA w, .in The Golden Rule.
To make search for souls, and to labor and
watch with sacred fidelity for their salvation ; to
bring them by patient care into the church's
membership, and to guard them with jealous eye
against the enemy, - surely this is the business
of the Y. P. S. C. E.
CANON J. B. RICHARDSON, M.A.
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Christian Endeavor.

EVERY true Christian Endeavor society centres in its prayer meeting. It exacts a definite
pledge. The young Christian especially needs
definiteness of purpose and aim. Vague dreaming will not do. The society becomes the training-school. It takes the new convert with all the
glow of enthusiasm which marks the beginning
of Christian life, and gives him something definite to do. It blends worship and work. Sentiment should find expression in service, and service
needs the inspiration of sentiment. The devotions of the closet should prepare for living for
Christ in the world. To develop activity without
devotion, or to nourish devotion without active
duty, is abnormal and unscriptural. The need
is to blend them, and this the Christian Endeavor does.
J. z. TYLER, D. D.
THE society must be what the church is in
which it is organized. It may be Methodist,
Presbyterian, Baptist, or Congregational at home.
In the great convention it is what all would have
it to be,- Christian; the members there see Jesus
only.
The plan was a great conception, but eye hath
not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for these young people that love him.
J. w. HAMILTON, D. D.
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Our Endeavor.

PRAY that he may prosper ever
Each endeavor
When the aim is good and true ;
But that he may ever thwart thee
And convert thee
When thou evil wouldst pursue.

BARON VON CANITZ.

So God delights to teach this lesson ever,
That his success depends on our endeavor;
That, lovingly performed, each lowly duty
Adds to the inner strength and outer beauty.
If thou hast friends, give them thy best endeavor,
Thy warmest impulse, and thy purest thought,
Keeping in mind in word and action ever,
The time,
The time is short.

HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH.

WITH all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love ; endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.
PAUL.
STRIVE to see God in all things without exception, and acquiesce in his will with absolute
submission. Abide steadfast in a determination
to cling simply to God, trusting to his eternal
love for you ; and, if you find that you have
wandered forth from this shelter, recall your
heart quietly and simply.
FRANCIS DE SALES.
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Christian Endeavor Covenant.

"TRUSTING in the Lord Jesus Christ for
strength, I promise him that I will strive to
do whatever he would like to have me do; that
I will make it the rule of my life to pray and to
read the Bible every day, and to support my own
church in every way, especially by attending all
her regular Sunday and midweek services, unless
prevented by some reason which I can conscientiously give to my Saviour; and that, just so far
as I know how, throughout my whole life, I will
endeavor to lead a Christian life.
"As an active member, I promise to be true
to all my duties, to be present at and to take
some part, aside from singing, in every Christian
Endeavor prayer meeting, unless hindered by
sorrie reason which I can conscientiously give
to my Lord and Master. If obliged to be absent
from the monthly consecration meeting of the
society, I will, if possible, send at least a verse
of Scripture to be read in response to my name
at the roll-call."
ONE good thing about our promises in the
Christian Endeavor Society is that they are
definite. We promise not only to be good, but
to be good for something; not only to do right,
but to do right in some definite direction.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
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Christian Endeavor Covenant,

THE covenant of the society, like the church
covenant, offers no guaranty against the possibility of decline or spiritual defection. But the
pledge has been and is all that it was intended
to be, - a help, an incentive, an inspiration, a
quickener of the sense of personal obligation to
God. It has made the principles and ideals of
the gospel a practical power. It has brought
out into beauty and Christlike activity many a
young life. It has developed some of the sweetest characters, some of the most devoted, efficient
Christian workers the writer has ever known.
REV. D. M. PRATT.
"THAT I will read the Bible every day"
means reading it. Suppose your friend carelessly glanced at a paragraph in the newspaper,
and then tossed it aside; would you say, "He
has been reading the newspaper ? "
GUARD your society light at the centre. Keep
it strong and vigorous at the altar. Do what
you have promised to do. Keep the pledge.
Never allow yourself to think that the pledge
repels; it draws if you keep it; it repels only as
you violate it. When new members join you,
give them something to do at once. Start them
in the blessed work of pledge-keeping at the first
meeting. Let your society light shine.
REV. A. w. SPOONER.
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Pledge-making.

BE careful in making promises; but, when
they are once made, keep them, even if you must
go far out of your way and put yourself to great
inconvenience to do this. Your word ought always to be as good as your bond.
"PA y that which thou hast vowed," is a good
maxim. The Scripture has gotten the core of
it pretty well introduced now into the ordinary
transactions of the civilized world. It means
readiness to fulfil obligations, the consideration
of a pledge as sacred. What a man promises to
God and before God is as if he had fastened
himself with fetters of steel to its fulfilment.
Let the Christian man be known as the man
who does what he says he will do, because God
has heard it.

I WILL pay·my vows unto the Lord now in the
presence of all his people ; I will pay thee my
vows which my lips have uttered, and my mouth
hath spoken, when I was in trouble. Thou, 0
God, hast heard my vows; thou hast given me
the heritage of those that fear thy name. So
will I sing praise unto thy name forever, that
I may daily perform my vows.
DAVID.
thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not
to pay it; for he hath no pleasure m fools: pay
that which thou hast vowed.
SOLOMON.
WHEN
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Seeking.

ALWAYS, if we seek it with a clear soul-sight,
We can see the guide that leads us to the light;
Pillar of the cloud by day and of the fire by night
Always, if we seek it, must our souls confess,
Water from the smitten rock flows swift to bless;
Manna falls in every wilderness.
CARLOTTA PERRY,

How many do we see around us seeking for
ease, honor, pleasure, or improvement, just to
gratify self! If their object is attained, there
comes little of happiness with it, because all is
expended upon self.
Keep the mind in Christ. Follow him through
good report and through evil report ; not for the
sake of getting certainty, of feeling security, but
to please him.
Seek more grace instead of
seeking more assurance.
MARY LYON.
SEEK we, then, the Lord's Anl3inted;
He will grant us peace and rest;
Ne'er was suppliant disappointed
Who through Christ
prayers addressed.
H. AUBER.

SEEK not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall
drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For all
these things do the nations of the world seek
after: and your Father knoweth that ye have
need of these things. But rather seek ye the
kingdom of God ; and all these things shall be
added unto you.
LUKE 12 : 29-31.

lSittbllapa.
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Finding Christ.

"WHERE is he?" You may know Christ as
an historical personage, as a being infinitely
talked about and preached about; you may have
a theoretical knowledge of his claims; but until
you feel him to be your Comrade in . toil, your
Friend in danger, your Saviour from sin and
sorrow, you need still to grope with eager, outstretched hands, calling out as if you were the
most ignorant, "Where is he ? Where is he ? "
And Christ himself will soon lead you to himAMOS R. WELLS.
self.
HONEST seekers will take God at his word
when it is he for whom they claim to be seeking. When he says that he is to be found now,
but that there is no promise for to-morrow; that
he is to be found by careful study of his Word,
by earnest prayer, in his house and among his
people ; and that he is to be found through faith
in Christ ; he is not an honest seeker that insists
on waiting and on trusting in himself, and that
thinks that God can be found through nature as
well as through the Bible, by one alone as well
as in the company of believers.
ARTHUR W. KELLY.
BUT if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord
thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him
with all thy heart and with all thy soul.
DEUT. 4: 29.
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Finding Christ.

now is passing by,
Calling wanderers near him;
Drooping souls, you need not die;
Go to him and hear him.
He has pardons full and free,
Drooping souls to gladden ;
Still he cries, " Come unto me,
Weary, heavy-laden."
T. HASTINGS.

JESUS

"His star." If you are in earnest in your
search for Christ, you will all the time be noticing what stars have led other people to him.
One man has found him through Christian experiences, another by trying to do Christian
work, another by the Bible, another by sermons.
Many stars lead to Christ, and a true seeker will
profit by the successful star-gazing of others.
AMOS R. WELLS.
from thee my footsteps straying,
Thorny proved the way I trod;
Weary come I now, and praying,
Take me to thy love, my God.
LONG

RAY PALMER,

D. D.

THE blessedness of the blessed life lies in this :
that we trust the Lord to do in us and for us
what we could not do; and we find that he does
not belie his word, but that according to our faith,
so it is done to us.
REv. F. B. MEYER.
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Christlikeness.

IF a thing reflects no light, it is black; if it reflects a part of the rays, it is blue or indigo or
red ; but if it reflects them all, it is white. If we
are like Christ, we shall seek not to absorb, but
to reflect upon others, the light which falls from
heaven upon us, and thus we shall become pure
and spotless; for this is the meaning of the
"white robes" which the saints wear in glory.
BEECHER.

"As thy soul prospereth." Is that the measure of thy worldly growth? It is the only sound
one. It is only when the inner life, the life of
assimilation to Jesus Christ, the life of conscious
communion with him, the life of submission to,
as well as the understanding of, his will - it is
only when that sets the pace, so to speak, and the
outward life keeps step with that, that the progress of either is wholesome.
McLAREN.
lives of those who truly love God are sure
to produce a hungering and thirsting after righteousness in others.
Christ came to seek and to save the lost. We
are not walking in his footsteps, unless in this we
are trying to be like him.
THE

this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus.
PAUL.
LET
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Christlikeness.

I w ANT to live near Jesus,
And never go astray;
To feel that I am growing
More like him every day;
That I am always laying
My treasure up above,
And gaining more the spirit
Of his gentleness and love.

A LIFE hid with Christ in God does not come
by chance. We must choose it, desire it, seek it.
Endeavorers, let this be our motto, our purpose,
our prayer: to come within the blessed reach of
this current, to abide with Christ, to surrender
ourselves to him, to let him use us, to think less
of our efforts and more of his fulness, to seek a
larger infilling from above, deeper draughts of
his life, more emptiness of self, more fulness of
Christ.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.

HAVE you ever noticed how people who are
much together grow to resemble each other?
The turn of the head, the tone of voice, - in all
their little ways they remind you of each other,
and you say, " How much alike they are ! " If
we dwell much with Christ, we shall grow more
like him. Is not this the secret of ChristlikeH. A. C.
ness?

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

February ! 2.

43

Speaking for Christ.

IT may be glorious to write
Thoughts that shall glad the two or three
High souls, like those far stars that come in sight
Once in a century.
But better far it is to speak
One simple word which now and then
Shall waken their free nature in the weak
And friendless sons of men.

ANON.

EVERY word of God will fulfil its mission. All
we have to do is to help to send it on its mission.
A. T. PIERSON, D. D.
"THEREFORE let thy words be few." But that
does not mean to be entirely mum. Some people seem to have read no further in their Bibles
than this: They have not seen the "go tell."
Do they stop to think that they may be rashly silent as well as rashly clamorous? In this age of
the world and with the opportunities and importunities for testimony given, is any one exonerated from speaking for his King?
The Chicago Standard.
THERE can be no beautiful, symmetrical unfolding of the new life without constant acknowledgment of Him who is that life.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
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Winning Others to Christ<

HA VE you spoken a word for Jes us,
And told to some around
Who do not care about him,
What a Saviour you have found?
Have you lifted the lamp for others
That has guided your own glad feet?
Have you echoed the loving message
That seemed to you so sweet?
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
"SPEAK, and hold not thy peace." If it was
our word we were speaking, our truth we were
uttering, we might have a right to remain silent.
But what if our nation should send to England an
ambassador on a most important errand, and the
ambassador, having arrived, should through carelessness, or fear, or self-styled modesty, fail to
open his mouth ? And every Christian is an ambassador of God, set in this world to proclaim his
The Golden Rule.
love to men in Christ Jesus.
HELP me the slow of heart to move
By some clear, winning word of love;
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,
And guide them in the homeward way.

IT has been said of Harlan Page, "The great
secret of his success was, that he always aimed at
the conversion of some individual, - wrestling
in prayer with God and in affectionate entreaty
with the sinner till he saw his wishes realized."
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Consecration.

I w ANT to be marked for thine own,
Thy seal on my forehead to wear,
To receive that "new name " on the
mystic white stone
Which only thyself can declare.
AND now, Lord, ·I yield myself to thee, spirit,
soul, and body, - that, as these were once filled
and used by the spirit of evil, they may henceforth be filled and used by thy Holy Spirit, who
is one with thee and the Father in the mystery
of the holy Trinity. Never again, by thy dear
help, shall sin reign in my mortal body, that I
should obey the lusts thereof. It may tempt me
by its suggestions, but it shall not reign ; since
I desire to present myself unto God as one alive
from the dead, and my members as instruments
of righteousness unto God. REV. F. B. MEYER.

IN full and glad surrender we give ourselves to thee,
Thine utterly and only and evermore to be.
0 Son of God, who lovest us, we will be thine alone,
And all we are and all we have shall henceforth be
thine own.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
FORGIVE the past; yea, Lord, thou dost forgive;
Henceforth for thee alone we long to live;
Constrained by love we yield ourselves to thee;
Thy love, dear Lord, has won the victory ;
Kept by thy grace, upholden by thy power,
Enable us to serve thee hour by hour.
c. E. J.
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Consecration.

LORD, here's a hand;
0, take this hand and lead me to thy side,
For I would never ask another guide;
I lift it, Lord, withdrawn from other hands,
For thee to grasp and lead in thy commands.
Lord, take this hand.
Lord, here's a heart.
Thy temple it should be. Good Master, rout
All mean intruders, turn the dearest out,
And only let thine own true priesthood in;
Be thou the keeper; keep from every sin.
0, take this heart!
Lord, here's a life,
With all its possibilities of ill
Or boundless good, as thou, my Lord, shalt will;
If thou dost bless, life shall a blessing be;
If thou withhold, Lord, all must come from thee.
0, take this life!
DEAREST Jesus, suffer no unclean spirit or
unholy thought to come near thy dwelling, lest
it defile the ground where thy holy feet have
trod. 0, teach me so to walk that I may never
disrepute the honor of my religion, nor stain the
holy robe which thou hast now put upon my soul,
nor break my holy vows, which I have made and
thou hast sealed, nor lose my right of inheritance,
my privilege of being co-heir with Jesus, into the
hope of which I have now further entered.
JEREMY TA ¥LOR.
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Loyalty.

LOYALTY to Christ means carrying forward in
our century the work he began in his ; not only
worshipping him on our knees, but working with
C. H. PARKHURST, D. D.
him on our feet.

LOY AL to Jesus, our watchword,
Praise for his mercy we give;
This be our earnest endeavor,
Still for his glory to live.
F. J. CROSBY.
CHOSEN to be soldiers
In an alien land ;
"Chosen, called, and faithful,"
For our Captain's band;
In the service royal
Let us not grow cold ;
Let us be right loyal,
Noble, true, and bold.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.

AM I ashamed or afraid to confess my allegiance in plain English among his friends or before
his foes? Is the seal upon my brow so unmistakable that always and everywhere I am known to
be his subject? Answer thou for me, 0 my King!
" Search me and try me," and show me the true
state of my case, and then for thine own sake
pardon all my past disloyalty.
FRANCES R. HA VERGAL.
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Christian Fellowship.

WE would be one in hatred of all wrong,
One in our love of all things sweet and fair,
One with the joy that breaketh into song,
One with the grief that trembles into prayer,
One in the power that makes thy children free
To follow truth, and thus to follow thee.
}OHN W. CHADWICK.
MAN is dear to man ; the poorest poor
Long for some moments in a weary life
When they can know and feel that they have been
Themselves the fathers and the dealers-out
Of some small blessings; have been kind to such
As needed kindness, for this single cause,
That we have all of us one human heart.
WORDSWORTH.
ONE of the greatest obstacles in the way of
God's work to-day, is the want of love among
those who are the disciples of the Lord Jesus.
Nothing but love can find out the mysterious
avenues which lead to the heart. D. L. Moonv.

WHEREVER in the world I am,
In whatsoe'er estate,
I have a fellowship with hearts
To keep and cultivate,
And a work of lowly love to do
For the Lord on whom I wait.
ANNA L. WARING
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Brotherhood.
ALL about us, evermore, are human needs
and sorrows, which make their mute appeal to
us. We are our brothers' keepers. It will not
avail as excuse for us that we did our brother no
harm. Did we do him the good that his condition needed ? It looks from the story as if the
priest, when he came to the wounded man, kept
his face turned away, so that he could not see
him. There are many people that do the same
in these days. They refuse to see the misery
and sorrow about them. But keeping ourselves
ignorant of human needs will never excuse us
for not relieving them.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
No distance breaks the ties of blood ;
Brothers are brothers evermore ;
Nor wrong, nor wrath of deadliest mood,
That magic may o'erpower.
So is it with true Christian hearts;
Their mutual share in Jesus' blood
An everlasting bond imparts
Of holiest brotherhood.
0 might we all our lineage prove,
Give and forgive, do good in love,
By soft endearments in kind strife
Lightening the load of daily life.
ONE is your Master, even Christ, and all ye
MATT . 23: 8 .
are brethren.
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Love.

'Tis a little thing to say, " You are kind ,
I love you, my dear," each night;
But it sends a thrill through your heart, I find}
For love is tender, love is blind,
As we climb life's rugged height.
But we starve each other for love's caress;
We take, but do not give;
It seems so easy some soul to bless,
But we dole the love grudgingly less and less,
Till 't is bitter and hard to live.
The love is the priceless thing,
The treasure our treasures must hold,
Or ever the Lord will take the gift,
Or tell the worth of the gold
By the love that cannot be told.

C. G.

ROSSETTI:

THE tender words and loving deeds which we
scatter for the hearts which are nearest to us are
immortal seed that will spring up in everlasting
beauty, not only in our own lives, but in the lives
of those born after us.
SPURGEON.

BE kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.
PAUL.

5I
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Love.

Do not keep the alabaster boxes of your love
and tenderness sealed up until your friends are
dead. Fill their lives with sweetness. Speak
approving, cheering words while their ears can
hear them, and while their hearts can be thrilled
by them. The things you mean to say when
they are gone, say before they go. The flowers
you mean to send for their coffins, send to
brighten and sweeten their homes before they
leave them.
BEECHER.
HA VE love ; not love alone for one,
But man as man thy brother call,
And scatter, like the circling sun,
Thy charities on all.
SCHILLER.
I SOMETIMES feel the thread of life is slender,

And soon with me the labor wi!l be wrought;
Then grows my heart to other hearts more tender.
The time,
The time is short.
The time is short. Then be thy heart a brother's
To every heart that needs thy love in aught;
Soon thou mayest need the sympathy of others;
The time,
The time is short.
HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH.
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Love's Offering.

MASTER, no offering
Costly and sweet
May we like Magdalene
Lay at thy feet;
Yet may love's incense rise,
Sweeter than sacrifice,
Dear Lord, to thee.
Daily our lives would show
Weakness made strong,
Toilsome and gloomy ways
Brightened with song;
Some deed of kindness done,
Some souls by patience won,
Dear Lord, to thee.
Thus in thy service, Lord,
Till eventide
Closes the clay of life,
May we abide;
And when earth's labors cease,
Bid us depart in peace,
Dear Lord, to thee.
E. p. p ARKER.

"THOU shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart and with all thy strength." We are
not to use God and religion as men use perfumes, with which they are delighted when they
have them, but can very well be without them.
True love is restless till it en joys God in such
instances in which it wants him. It is like hunger and thirst: it must be fed.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
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Lookout Committee.

" SEE with your eyelids as well as with your
eyes." "Let thine eyes look right on, and let
thine eyelids look straight before thee." (Prov.
4: 25.) Sometimes see, and do not see. God
has given you eyelids as well as eyes.
SPURGEON.
LooK upon yourself as a hired servant of God,
to whom he has promised a rich reward at the
end of the day he calls life; each morning hold
yourself in readiness to obey all his commands
in the way he wills, and with the means he
appoints.
From "GOLD DusT."
To do good to men is the great work of life;
to make them true Christians is the greatest
good we can do them.
J. W. ALEXANDER, D. D.
GoD looks not on the faces but into the souls
of men, and for his servants chooses the " pure
in heart."
From "Arns TO ENDEAVOR."
WHEN you make a mistake, don't look back at
it long. Take the reason of the thing into your
own mind, and then look forward. Mistakes are
lessons of wisdom. The past cannot be changed.
The future is yet in your power.
ANON.
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Prayer Meetings.

THE ultimate object of every prayer meeting
is to promote communion with Christ. Whatever means are taken to ensure their efficiency,
- and these means are not to be despised, - it
must ever be ·borne in mind that methods in
themselves are useless unless they produce results; and the result of every prayer meeting
should be nearness to the Lord Jes us Christ.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
"HE took with him Peter and John and
James, and went up into a mountain to pray."
(Luke 9: 28.)
There is a blessing in social
prayer beyond all that can be gained in private prayer. Friends can come closer to each
other as they come near to God in prayer together. They can help each other up towards
heaven as they kneel side by side with common
needs and common aspirations.
They can
understand one another better as together they
open their hearts towards God, and disclose to
him their innermost selves. But what must it
have been for those three friends to have had
the living, loving Jesus with them in prayer?
Jesus says, "Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst
of them."
The Sunday School Times.
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Conscience.

IT is astonishing how soon the whole conscience begins to unravel if a single stitch drops.
One single sin indulged in makes a hole you
could put your head through.
CHARLES BUXTON.
THE man who is willing to have only a little
religion will never have any.
From The Ram's Horn.
UNDERSTANDING is a common glass that lets
objects ;
in all the forms and colors of
conscience is a looking-glass, opaque, which reflects only internal objects. Through the first
we see other people ; by the second we see ourGORDON.
selves.
GooD conscience is sometimes sold for money,
but never bought with it.
ANON.
HAVE a good conscience, and thou shalt ever
have joy.
A good conscience is able to bear very much,
and is very cheerful in adversities.
Thou shalt rest sweetly if thy heart condemn
thee not.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
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Alone with My Conscience.

alone with my conscience
In a place where time had ceased,
And we talked of my former living
In the land where the years increased.
And I felt I should have to answer
The question put to me,
And to face the answer and question
Throughout an eternity.
SAT

The ghosts of forgotten actions
Came floating before my sight,
And things that I thought were dead things
Were alive with a terrible might;
And the vision of all my past life
Was an awful thing to face,
Alone with my conscience sitting
In that solemnly silent place.
And I thought of a far-away warning
Of a sorrow that was to be mine,
In a land that wa5 then the future,
But now was the present time !
And I thought of my former thinking
Of a judgment-day to be,
But sitting alone with my conscience
Seemed judgment enough for me.
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Alone with My Conscience.

AND I wondered if there were a future
To this land beyond the grave;
But no one gave me an answer,
And no one came to save.
Then I felt that the future was present,
And the present would never go by ;
For it was but the thought of my past life
Grown into eternity.
Then I woke from my timely dreaming,
And the vision passed away,
And I knew the far-away warning
Was a warning of yesterday;
And I pray that I may not forget it
In this land before the grave,
That I may not cry in the future,
And no one come to save.
And so I have learned a lesson
Which I ought to have learned before;
And which, though I learned in dreaming,
I hope to forget no more.
So I sit alone with my conscience
In the place where the years increase,
And I try to remember the future
In the land where time will cease ;
And I know of the future judgment,
How dreadful soe'er it be,
That to sit alone with my conscience
Will be judgment enough for me.
The London Spectator.
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EVERY day, as
putting to each
"What will you
into eternity and

Daily Duties.
it rises out of eternity, keeps
of us this question afresh :
do before this day has sunk
nothingness again ? "
F. W. ROBERTSON.

WHY cannot we, slipping our hands into His
each day, walk trustingly over that day's appointed path, thorny or flowery, crooked or
straight, knowing that evening will bring us
sleep, peace, and home ?
PHILLIPS BROOKS.
DEAR is the work he gives in many a varied way,
Little enough in itself, yet something for every day.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.

"TAUGHT out of the ship." If you do not
teach out of your common, daily lives, you will
not teach to much purpose anywhere. If those
who work with Y<;>U and those who eat with you
are not made to love Christ more deeply through
the image you reflect of him there, you will
scarcely lead any one to love Christ more deeply.
"The P. C. you saw in your dream written in
letters of fire, my brother," it is said in the familiar story, "does not mean, ' Preach Christ;' it
means, 'Plough Corn.'" No. It means both.
Preach Christ while you are ploughing corn.
AMOS R. WELLS in The Golden Rule.
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Daily Duties.

I START for Boston ; the train winds and turns ;
at some particular moment I may not seem to be
going in the right direction. But I know that
this is the Boston train, and I am sure that it
will reach that city. So let a man know, in the
bottom of his soul, that the dominant purpose,
the controlling motive, of his life is to glorify
God ; then let him throw himself with the utmost
enthusiasm into his work, and he will not fail
of securing the end which thus he seeks. We
have lost much in our daily duties because we
have not carried into them this religious spirit.

R.

s.

MACARTHUR,

D. D.

YET do thy work; it shall succeed

In thine or in another's day,
And, if denied the victor's meed,
Thou shalt not lack the toiler's pay.
WHITTIER.

HAPPY the man who knows
His Master to obey;
Whose life of care and labor flows
Where God points out the way.
He riseth to his task
Soon as the word is given;
Nor waits, nor doth a question ask,
When orders come from heaven.
REV. T. C. UPHAM.
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Prayers.

0

FATHER, hear my morning prayer:
Thy aid impart to me,
That I may make my life to-day
Acceptable to thee.

May this desire my spirit rule;
And, as the moments fly,
Something of good be born in me,
Something of evil die.
That so throughout the coming day
The hours shall carry me
A little farther from the world,
A little nearer thee.
FRANCES A.

PERCY.

I COME to thee, most blessed Lord, to renew
my vows. My soul lies low in penitence before
thee, as I recall all thy patience and loving-kindness, thy forbearance and tender pity, towards
one of the most unworthy of thy followers. I
have so often failed thee, and brought shame
upon thy name; I have disappointed thee when
I might have given thee pleasure; I have
thwarted thee when I might have yielded to
thy holy purpose. My only plea is thy most
precious blood. Thou hast magnified thy mercy
in saving me at all; now magnify thy grace in
forgiving and restoring my soul. Let me now
stand again in thy holy presence and speak with
thee face to face. Amen. REv. F. B. MEYER.

HAIL, THOU THAT ART HIGHLY FAVORED.
From painting by Deger.
Mardi.
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Bible Study.

"THEY unden:tood not." It will not do to lay
aside any words of Christ or of the Bible because
we do not understand them. The athlete's rule
is, Practise most persistently the exercises that
tire you the soonest. The truths we do not understand are those that are the most necessary for us,
because evidently there is so little answering to
them in our lives. Like Mary we must keep such
sayings especially in our hearts.
AMOS R. WELLS, in The Golden Rule.
THY word is like a deep, deep mine;
And jewels rich and rare
Are hidden in its mighty depths
For every searcher there.
Thy word is like an armory
Where soldiers may repair,
And find for life's long battle-day
All needful weapons there.

MAKING the Bible a centre-table ornament is an
altogether different thing from making it a lamp
of life.
From The Ram's Horn.
Tms book of the law shall not depart out of
thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein.
JosH. 1 : 8.

62

March 2.

A DAILY MESSAGE

The Bible.

THERE are people who read so many chapters
or verses in the Bible, and call it being religious.
From The Ram's Horn.
Do you know the Scripture better than you did
a year ago ? You ought to. Have you more
places in the Bible to which you go as the bird
goes to her retreat ? You ought to. Are there
more precious spots in the Bible than there were
once ? There ought to be. Suppose some one
had intrusted me with a great matter, and had
given me written instructions as to how to conduct it; and suppose that when I felt like it I
went and read a sentence, and then, after a week,
half a dozen sentences ; I should have only the
most fragmentary knowledge of the instructions.
But how many Christians treat the Bible thus!
WAYLAND HOYT, D. D.
THERE should be more committing of Scripture passages and of catechism than there is in
these days. No scholar should go out of our
Sunday schools who has not learned, so that he
can never forget them, scores of Scripture passages, such as the Commandments, the Beatitudes, the twenty-third and nineteenth Psalms,
the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, and others like
them. This the young person must do for himself; no one can do it for him.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
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The Bible.

THERE is a book cons1stmg of twenty-seven
tracts, which is the most wonderful book in the
world. It is full of wonderful truths, rich wisdom, exquisite poetry, lofty eloquence, and yet
with one exception these are given to us in the
simplest vehicles of our language, - story-telling
and letter-writing.
These twenty-seven tracts
are written by different people, at different times
and places, and all of them are independent of
the others. It is a book that a man may carry
in his vest-pocket, and it is mightier than all the
standing armies of the world. A child may claim
through it the most magnificent promises, a king
or a philosopher find it an offence or a stumblingblock. It holds nineteen centuries in its pages,
and it grasps the cycles of eternity. It is the
New Testament, a book which, apart from its
inspiration, is a miracle in literature, and well
worth our consideration as such.
The Cliristi'an Mirror.
I

the old, old Bible,
And looked at a page of Psalms,
Till the wintry sea of my troubles
Was soothed by its summer calms;
For the words that have helped so many,
And that ages have made more dear,
Seemed new in their power to comfort
As they brought me my word of cheer.
OPENED

MARIANNE F ARNINGHAM.
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The Bible.

March 4.

THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE.

THE

Bible contains 3,566,480
letters, 8 10,697
words, 31,175 verses, 1, 189 chapters,
and 66 books. The
longest chapter is the
119th Psalm; the shortest
and middle chapter the 1 17th
Psalm. The middle verse is
the 8th of the 118th Psalm. The
longest name is in the 8th chapter
of Isaiah. The word " and " occurs
46,627 times, the word "Lord," 1,855 times.
The 37th chapter of Isaiah and the
19th chapter of the zd book of Kings are
alike. The longest verse is the 9th of the 8th
chapter of Esther; the shortest verse is the 35th
of the I 1th chapter of John. In the 21st verse
of the 7th chapter of Ezra is the alphabet.
The finest piece of reading is the 26th
chapter of Acts. The name of God
is not mentioned
in the
book
of Esther. It
CONTAINS KNOWLEDGE,
WISDOM, HOLINESS, AND LOVE,
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The Bible.

THERE are men who imagine they should do
well enough if they could throw the Bible overboard, and the ministers after it, and sink the
whole church in the sea. It is as if a man with
a shattered limb should think to better himself
by thrusting the doctors and their instruments
out of doors. They did not break his leg, but
propose to set it.
BEECHER.
THE empire of Cresar is gone ; the legions of
Rome are mouldering in the dust; the avalanches that Napoleon hurled upon Europe have
melted away ; the pride of the Pharaohs is fallen; the pyramids they raised to be their tombs
are sinking every day in the desert sands ; Tyre
is a rock for bleaching fishermen's nets ; Sidon
has scarcely left a wreck behind; but the word
of God still survives.
All things that threatened to extinguish it have
only aided it ; and it proves every day how transient is the noblest monument that man can build,
how enduring is the least word that God has
spoken. Tradition has dug for it a grave, intolerance has lighted for it many a fagot, many a
Judas has betrayed it with a kiss, many a Peter
has denied it with an oath, many a Demas has
forsaken it ; but the word of God still endures.
CUMMINGS.
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The Bible.

Tms collection of books has been to the world
what no other book has been to a nation. If
ever there has been a prayer or a hymn enshrined
in the heart of a nation, you are sure to find its
basis given in the Bible. There is no religious
idea given to the world but it is merely the
development of something given in the Bible.
The very translation of it has fixed language and
settled the idioms of speech. It has made the
most illiterate peasant more familiar with the history, customs, and geography of ancient Palestine than with the localities of his own country.
Men who know nothing of Snowdon or of Skiddaw are at home in Zion, the lake of Gennesaret, or among the rills of Carmel. People who
know little about London know by heart the
places of Jerusalem where those blessed feet trod
which were nailed to the cross.
ROBERTSON.
Tms is the Book. I have read through the
entire Bible many times. I now make it a practice to go through it once a year. It is the book
above all others for lawyers as well as for divines;
and I pity the man who cannot find in it a rich
supply of thought and of rules of conduct; it fits
man for life, and prepares for death.
DANIEL WEBSTER.
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The Bible.

THERE is such a fulness m that Book that oftentimes it says much by saying nothing; and
not only its expressions, but its silences, are
teaching, like the dial, in which the shadow as
well as the light informs us.
BOYLE.
MORE and more the one source and secret of
Luther's power, many-sided as it was, comes before me, - his knowledge of and trust in God's
word. And for him God's word always meant the
good news; it was the personal message of pardon which it had brought to him that made him
prize the Bible so deeply. It was the discredit,
too, which the " prophets " tended to bring on
God's truth which first stirred his soul against
them. If we could only get and cherish this living interest in Scripture, as the record of redemption, how it would stimulate us to activity and
soothe us in trouble !
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.
HE who cannot find time to consult his Bible
.. must some day find time to die; he who
can find no time to reflect is most likely to find
time to sin ; he who cannot find time for repentance will find an eternity in which repentance
will be of no avail.
HANNAH MORE.
THY word have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against thee.
Ps. 119 : 11.
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The Bible.

"WHAT should we do without the Bible ? " she
asked.
" Do without it l Why, I have done without it
all my days, Mrs. Landholme."
" You are mistaken even in that," she said;
"but, Miss Elizabeth, do you think you have
lived a blameless life all your life till now?
Have you never done wrong?"
"Why, no, I don't think that; of course I
have," Elizabeth answered, gravely, and not without a shade of displeasure at the question.
" Do you know, that for every one of those
wrong-doings your life is forfeit, and that you
are living and sitting there only because Jesus
Christ paid his blood for your life ? Your time
is bought time, and he has written the Bible to
tell you what to do with it."
ELIZABETH WETHERELL.
Do you ask, How much ought one to read at
a time? A chapter is the ordinary, and it is a
safe, advice. But I should rather say, Read on
until you reach a verse where, if it be night-time,
you can lay your head right down as on a pillow;
or where, if it be morning, you can plant your
foot as upon a rock ; and stop there.
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.
THE entrance of thy word giveth light ; it givDAVID.
eth understanding unto the simple.
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The Bible.

As we go to botany to learn the life of flowers,
as we go to grammar to learn the art of expression, so we go to the Bible to learn the great lesson that beats in the heart of man, and will so
long as God is God and man is man. We should
not content
with studying Bible helps,
which have now become so full as to be almost
hindrances instead of helps. We are to study
the Bible, not in the letter, but in the spirit that
shines through it. One may be well up in the
Bible, and yet not really know the real Bible.
LYMAN ABBOTT,

D. D.

THE Bible is read more to-day than ever before. It is the only book of its time that remains
untouched by the rust of ages. On the contrary,
its power has kept increasing with the years.
No other book has ever been attacked with so
much persistency, no book has so triumphed
over all assaults. Geologists have ransacked the
bowels of the earth, and astronomers swept the
starry heaven, to find arguments to disprove it,
but without avail. It is a stupendous miracle in
itself.
A wholesome exercise, when tempted to doubt
the Bible, is to sit down and try to think what
the world would be without it. Keep the Bible,
and the Bible will keep you.
MEREDITH.
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The Bible.

WHAT is the Bible but a collection of letters
from our great Friend ? You know what a
friend's letter is. With what eagerness you open
it, witl: what care you scan every line of it!
How it delights you to find himself in his letter, to point to this and this, and say, " So like
him ! " How you read it and reread it, and keep
it in the safest, most sacred place! If you have
any plan already, any rule or course of reading,
keep to it. But in any case, have a Bible o.f your
own, and have one Bible; bring the one you use
in your room to church and meeting. Do not
leave your Bible behind either at church or at
home, if you can help it.
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.
Now of what does this book of Psalms mostly
consist but of earnest expressions of the heart's
emotions ? Where are finer expressions of joy
than the Psalms of praise and thanksgiving? . . .
Where will you find deeper, more mournful and
pitiful words of sorrow than in the Psalms devoted to lamentation ? I conclude, then, that
the Psalter is a handbook for religious men,
wherein every one, whatever may be his condition,· may find words that will rhyme with it, and
Psalms as exactly fitted to suit his wants as if
they had been written solely for his benefit.
MARTIN LUTHER.
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Changeless.

WE say, " The sun has set,'' and we sorrow sore
As we watch the darkness creep the landscape o'er,
And the thick shadows fall, and the night draws on;
And we mourn for the brightness lost, and the vanished sun.
And all the time the sun in the self-same place
Waits, ready to clasp the earth in his embrace,
Ready to give to all of his stintless ray;
And 'tis we who have "set," it is we who have
turned away.
"The Lord has hidden his face," we sadly cry,
As we sit in the night of grief with no helper by,
"Guiding uncounted worlds in their courses dim,
How should our little pain be marked by him?"
But all the while that we mourn, the Lord stands
near,
And the Son divine is waiting to help and hear;
And 'tis we who hide our faces and blindly turn
away,
While the Sun of the soul shines on 'mid the perfect
day.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

AND when the Lord saw that he turned aside
to see, God called unto him out of the midst of
the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said,
Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither:
put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground.
ExoD. 3 : 4, 5.
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Some One.

SOME one will enter the gates of pearl
By and by;
Some one will walk the streets of gold,
The city's beauties will behold,
And taste those pleasures all untold;
Shall you, shall I?
Some one a crown of life will have
By and by;
Some one the glorious King will see,
From toils and pains of earth be free,
And evermore with Christ will be;
Shall you, shall I ?
Some one will be with anguish filled
By and by;
Some one before the Judge will quail,
To gain eternal life will fail,
Among the lost will weep and wail ;
Shall you, shall I ?
Some one will shout the victory
By and by;
Some one will join the angel band,
Some one be found at God's right hand,
Some one with overcomers stand ;
Shall you, shall I ?
MARY E. INMAN.
EYE hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him.
PAUL.
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Humility.

IT is time to be lowly and humble of heart;
It is time for the lilies of meekness to start,
For the heart to be white and the steps to be right,
And the hands to be weaving a garment of light.

MosT great and strong characters whom God
signally uses are at their base modest, shrinking,
sensitive. Perhaps we should find that all men
who have been most useful were at first self-distrustful, could we but know their early struggles.
Surely it was so with Moses, David, Elijah, John
the Baptist. God seems to have little use for the
braggart. Jeremiah possessed the first requisite
of real greatness. He was modest and humble.
He was the very one whom God could set over
the nations.
F RANCIS E • C LARK, D • D •
LORD, who art merciful as well as just,
Incline thine ear to me, a child of dust;
Not what I would, 0 Lord, I offer thee,
Alas! but what I can.
Father Almighty, who hast made me man,
And bade me look to heaven, for thou art
there,
Accept my sacrifice and humble prayer;
Four things which are not in thy treasury
I lay before thee, Lord, with this petition, My nothingness, my wants,
My sins, and my contrition.
SOUTHEY.
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Humility.

I BELIEVE the first test of a truly great man is
his humility. I do not mean by humility, doubt
of his own power or hesitation in speaking his
opinions, but a right understanding of the relation between what he can do and say, and the
rest of the world's sayings and doings.
JOHN RUSKIN.

VERILY, methinks
Wisdom is ofttimes nearer when we stoop
Than when we soar.
WORDSWORTH.

a man had arrived at some considerable
degree of knowledge, if he had not been full
of self-conceit, and imagined that he had known
enough already, or else was ashamed to let others
know that he was unacquainted with it. God and
man are ready to teach the meek, the humble,
and the ignorant ; but he that fancies himself to
know any particular subject well, or that will not
venture to ask a question about it, - such a one
will not put himself into the way of improvement
by inquiry and diligence.
ISAAC WATTS.
MANY

I AM not worthy of the least of all the mercies,
and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto
thy servant.
G EN. 32: IO.
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Humility.

HUMILITY is not a thing that will come of itself,
but it must be made the object of special desire
and prayer and faith and practice.
ANDREW MURRAY.
How can my soul divinely soar,
How keep the shining way,
And not more tremblingly adore,
And not more humbly pray?
T. H.

GILL.

WHOSO knoweth himself is lowly in his own
eyes, and delighteth not in the praises of men.
It is great wisdom and perfection to think nothing of ourselves and to think always well and
highly of others. God protecteth the humble
and delivereth him; the humble he loveth and
comforteth; unto the humble man he inclineth
himself; unto the humble he giveth great grace.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
BROTHERS and sisters, all good men and true
women, let the Master seat us where he will.
Until he says, "Come up higher," let us sit at the
foot of the board, or stand behind, honored in
waiting upon his guests. All that kind of thing
is worth nothing in the Kingdom ; and nothing
will be remembered of us but the Master's judgment.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
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True Humility.

You who have used your shrinking, modest
disposition as an excuse for not doing special
and earnest service; you who have stuffed your
ears with the wax of bashfulness when God has
spoken ; you who have said with Moses, " Send
by whom thou wilt send," by any one but me ;
know you that this very disposition which you
have urged as your excuse is your qualification.
If yours is a genuine, and not a false, hypocriti·
cal modesty, it is the foundation mortar in which
may be imbedded the "iron pillar" and "brazen
wall " of the defenced city. Use not thy bashful
modesty as a stone of stumbling ; use it as a
stepping-stone to a large and noble life. Speak
the stumbling, hesitating word that God gives
thee to speak. It is his word. Do the unaccustomed act from which thou dost shrink, though
thou do it with awkward and bungling fingers.
The modest man that yet dares to speak for God
and do the right has always been God's chosen
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
man.
TRUE humility consists not so much in thinking meanly of ourselves, as in not thinking of
ourselves at all. Humbleness of mind is gained
more by believing in Christ than by dwelling
upon our sins.
BE clothed with humility; for God resisteth
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.
PETER.
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God's Promises.

No one ever wanders where a promise does
not follow him. An atmosphere of promise surrounds believers as the air surrounds the globe.
SPURGEON.
Gon's promises were never me.ant to ferry our
laziness. Like a boat, they are to be rowed by
our oars ; but many men, entering, forget the oar,
and drift down more helpless in the boat than if
they had stayed on shore. There is not an experience in life by whose side God has not fixed
a promise. There is not a trouble so deep and
swift-running that we may not cross safely over
if we have courage to steer and strength to pull.
BEECHER.
LET it be thy chief concern to have thy interest in and right to the promises cleared up.
This is the hinge on which the great dispute
between thee and Satan will move in the day of
trouble. 0, it is sad for a poor Christian to
stand at the door of the promise, in the dark
night of affliction, afraid to lift the latch, whereas
he should then come as boldly for shelter as a
GuRNALL.
child into his father's house.
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God's Promises.

March l8.

IT is not to him who sees Christ brightly that
the promises are made, but to him who looks.
A bright view may minister comfort, but it is
looking to Christ which ministers safety.
CHALMERS.
FEAREST sometimes that thy Father
Hath forgot?
Though the clouds around thee gather,
Doubt him not.
Always hath the daylight broken;
Always hath he comfort spoken;
Better hath he been for years
Than thy fears.
From " THE SHADOW OF THE ROCK."
As the deep blue 9f heaven brightens into stars,
So God's great love shines forth in promises,
Which, falling softly on our prison bars,
Dim not our eyes, but with their soft light bless;
Ladders of light God sets against the skies,
Upon whose golden rungs we step by step arise,
Until we tread the halls of Paradise.
A. E. HAMILTON.

promises of God are certain, but they do
not mature in ninety days.
THE

A.

J.

GORDON, D. D.

EVERY promise is a staff, able, if we have faith
to lean upon it, to bear our whole weight of sin
and care and trouble.
REV. C. BRIDGES.
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Contentment.

I ASK thee for the daily strength,
To none that ask denied;
A mind to blend with outward life,
While keeping at thy side;
Content to fill a little space,
If thou be glorified.
ANNA L. WARING.

To be contented with what we have is about
the same as to own the earth. The Ram's Horn.
A FABLE. A canary and a goldfish had their
lot thrown together in the same room. One hot
day the master of the house heard the fish complaining of his dumb condition, and envying the
sweet song of his companion overhead: "0, I
wish I could sing as sweetly as my friend up
there," while the canary was eying the inhabitant of the globe : " How cool it looks ! I wish
my lot were there." " So then it shall be," said
the master, and forthwith placed the fish in the
air and the bird in the water; whereupon they
saw their folly, and repented of their discontent;
of which the moral is sooner drawn than practised: Let every man be content in the state
in which God has placed him, and believe that
it is what is best fitted for him.
" ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS."

So
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Contentment.

I HAVE learned, in whatsoever state I am,
PAUL.
therewith to be content.
WE have erred in that dark hour
We have known,
When our tears fell with the shower,
All alone.
Were not shine and shadow blent
As the gracious Master meant?
Let us temper our content
With his own.
}AMES WHITCOMB RILEY.

Gon hath app0inted one remedy for all the
evils of the world, and that is a contented spirit;
for this alone makes a man pass through fire,
and not be scorched ; through seas, and not be
drowned ; through hunger and nakedness, and
want nothing.
Here, therefore, is the wisdom of the contented man, to let God choose for him ; for
when we have given up our wills to him, and
stand in that station of the battle where our
great General hath placed us, our spirits must
need rest while our conditions have for their
security the power, the wisdom, and the charity
of God.
Contentedness in aii accidents brings great
peace of spirit, and is the great and only instrUment of temporal felicity.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
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Meekness.

that Christ's kingliness could not
be entirely concealed.
It would flash out in
spite of his peasant's costume and humble spirit
and meek manner. Underneath all the suppression of lordly circumstance, the real splendor of
regal character will make itself known.
You
and I are forced to be externally of the common
people, while Jesus voluntarily chose their circumstances and companionship. Shall we quarrel with the providence that gave us our estate?
Let our meekness be in making obediently our
own what God has seen fit to bestow upon us,
and let us seek in entire absence of show that
external expression of a meek and lowly spirit
that always walks humbly before its God.
REv. W. H. G. TEMPLE, in The Golden Rule.
SUPPOSE

HUMBLE Jesus, self-denying,
And with thy Father's will complying,
Yea, even unto death resigned,
Let me, thy humble path pursuing,
And pride and haughtiness subduing,
Be guided by thy gentle mind.
May I be ever mild,
And humble as a child,
And docile, too ;
0 teach thou me, that I may be
Meek and obedient like thee.
CRASSELIUS.
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Worship.

0 COME, let us worship and bow down : let us
kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is our
God ; and we are the people of his pasture.
Ps. 95: 6, 1·
LORD, we would fain some little palm-branch lay
Upon thy way;
But we have nothing fair enough or sweet
For holy feet
To tread, nor dare our sin-stained garments fling
Upon the road where rides the righteous King.
So, Lord, our stubborn wills we first will break
If thou wilt take;
And next our selfishness, and then our pride,
And what beside?
Our hearts, Lord, poor and worthless though they be,
And quick to change, and nothing worth to see.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
LET holy thoughts be ours when sleep o'ertakes us;
Our earliest thoughts be thine when morning wakes
us;
All day serve thee, in all that we are doing,
Thy praise pursuing. "PLYMOUTH HYMNAL."

GOING to church will not make you a saint
any more than going to school will make you a
scholar.
SPURGEON.
TRUE worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth : for the Father seeketh such
to worship him.
JoHN 4: 23.
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Kindness.

ADD to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and totemperance patience, and to patience godliness, and
to godliness brotherly kindness.
PETER.

IT is time to be kind; it is time to be sweet,
To be scattering roses for somebody's feet.
It is time to be sowing; it is time to be growing;
It is time for the flowers of life to be blowing.

THEY are such dear, familiar feet that go
Along the path with ours, - feet fast or slow,
And trying to keep pace. If they mistake,
Or tread upon some flower that we would take
Upon our breast, or bruise some reed,
Or crush poor hope until it bleed,
We may be mute,
Not turning quickly to impute
Grave fault, for they and we
Have such a little way to go, can be
Together such a little while along the way,
We will be patient while we may.
GEORGE KLINGLE.

IN her tongue is the law of kindness.
SOLOMON.

PuT on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one another, and
one another.
PAUL.
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Kindness.

"THE greatest thing," says some one, "a man
can do for his heavenly Father is to be kind to
some of his other children." I wonder why it is
that we are not all kinder than we are. How
much the world needs it ! How easily it is
done ! How instantaneously it acts ! How infallibly it is remembered! How superabundantly
it pays itself back ! For there is no debtor in
the world so honorable, so superbly honorable, as
love. " Love never faileth."
HENRY DRUMMOND.
day is best wherein we give
A thought to others' sorrows;
Forgetting self, we learn to live,
And blessings born of kindly deeds
Make golden our to-morrows.

THAT

ROSE HARTWICK THORPE.

LET every one mend one, and the world will
soon be mended.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
IF you are going to do a good thing, do it
now ; if you are going to do a mean thing, wait
till to-morrow.
ANON.
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Kindness.

be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's
sake hath forgiven you.
EPH. 4: 32.
AND

HAVE you ever noticed how much of Christ's
life was spent in doing kind things, in merely
doing kind things ? Run over it with that in view,
and you will find that he spent a great proportion of his time simply in making people happy,
in doing good turns to people. There is only one
thing greater than happiness in the world, and
that is holiness ; and it is not in our keeping ; but
what God has put in our power is the happiness
of those about us, and that is largely to be secured
by being kind to them.
HENRY DRUMMOND.

AMONG the pitfalls on our way
The best of us walk blindly;
So, man, be wary, watch and pray,
And judge your brother kindly.
ALICE CARY.

As thou for us didst stoop so low,
Warmed by love's holy flame,
So let our deeds of kindness flow
To all that bear thy name.
RAY PALMER,

D. D.
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Joy.

'T rs more to be good than be great;
To be happy is better than wise.
You'll find if you smile at the world,
The world will smile back in your eyes.
ANON.
PLEASANT

to the soul.

words are as an honeycomb, sweet
p ROV. I 6 : 24.

IT was only a glad "Good-morning,"
As she passed along the way;
But it spread the morning's glory
Over the livelong day. CARLOTTA PERRY.
THE soul that comes with honest mirth,
Though health and fortune vary,
Brings back the childhood of the earth,
And keeps it sound and merry.
DORA READ GOODALE.
TRUE, here we have not always full joy; but,
as Joseph's brethren, when he dismissed them,
had provision given them for the way, but their
full sacks were tied up till they reach home, so
we have now enough comfort for our pilgrimage,
and when we reach our Father's house we shall
have all we can desire, even "fulness of joy," and
"pleasures forevermore."
BISHOP SANDERSON.
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Joy is the lesson set for some;
For others, pain best teacher is;
We know not which for us shall come,
But both are heaven's high ministries.

SUSAN COOLIDGE.

"I

be joyful as my days go by,
Counting God's mercies to me. He who bore
Life's heaviest cross is mine forevermore,
And I, who wait his coming, shall not I
On his sure word rely ? "
WOULD

"IF you've anything to give,
That another's joy may live,
Give it."
" THE heart that trusts forever sings,
For sunshine lights as on its wings;
A well of joy within it springs,
Come good or ill ;
Whatever to-day, to-morrow, brings,
It is God's will."

Mv soul shall be joyful m the Lord ; it shall
DAVID.
rejoice in his salvation.
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March 28.
THE sweetest joy is the joy to give
Of the best our lives afford,
And just to trust, each day we live,
In the fulness of the Lord.

WHEREVER love has been, there joy will surely
be. Do the act, and the feeling will come. Love
anything, any one, and joy will follow. You
never loved but it brought you happiness. The
happiest hour in your life is the hour when you
ROBERT w. BARBOUR.
loved most.

No one can get joy by merely asking for it.
It is one of the ripest fruits of the Christian life,

and, like all fruit, it must be grown.

RUSKIN.

MORE faith in my Saviour,
More sense of his care;
More joy in his service,
More purpose in prayer.
HITHERTO have ye asked nothing in my name;
ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be
full.
I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.
JOHN 16: 24, 22.
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Lost Time.

NOTHING is so utterly, hopelessly lost as "lost
time." It makes me unhappy when I look back
and see how much time I have wasted, how
much I might have learned and done if I had
but understood how short is the longest hour.
All the men and women who have made the
world better, happier, or wiser for their having
lived in it have done so by working diligently and
persistently. Yet I am certain that not even
one of these, when " looking backward from his
manhood's prime, saw not the spectre of his
misspent time."
Now don't suppose I am so foolish as to think
t;hat all the preaching in the world can make
anything look to young eyes as it looks to old
eyes. Not a bit of it !
But think about it a little ; don't let time
slip away by the minute, hour, day, without getting something out of it. Look at the clock now
and then, and listen to the pendulum, every minute saying as it flies, "Going, going, gone I"
H. H.

I MUST work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day : the night cometh, when no man
can work.
JOHN 9 : 4.
SEE then that ye walk circumspectly, not as
fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.
PAUL.

15irtbl:Ja!1S3·
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Rewards.

Gon's rewards are not all future. They are in
a large part bestowed in the present. But in
their fulness and perfection they can be given
only when the kingdom of Christ has overthrown
all the other kingdoms of this world, and he is
Lord of lords and King of kings.
J. F. COWAN, D. D.
IF serving others, though imperfectly,
My own poor life has worthier come to be;
And I have grown in faith and charity;
Dear Lord, be thine the glory. Thou hast wrought,
All unaware, the blessing that I sought.
0 that these lips might praise thee as they ought!
ANON.

THE greatest reward God ever bestows upon a
man in this world is greater opportunity for service. He who is close to God serves him best.
Whatever heaven may be, it will not be a place
of eternal indolence, or folding of the hands in
sleep. If our loyalty here be measured by our
service, - and he who is faithful in little will
sometimes have an opportunity to show his faithfulness in much, - then that great reward will
be, first and foremost, a larger opportunity for
E. B. TREFETHREN.
service.
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Prayers.

ALMIGHTY God, we bless thee for all thy patient care, thy long-suffering, thy tender mercy.
When in bitterness of soul on account of sin,
let the infinite sweetness of forgiving grace be
tasted. Where there is struggle against difficulty, temptation, distress of mind, body, or estate, let the angel of the Lord bring more than
victory through Him who loved us and gave himself for us. Amen. From The Congregationalist.
BURN BRAE'S PRAYER.

ALMICHTY Father, we are a' thy puir an' sinfu'
bairns, wha wearied o' hame and gaed awa' intae
the far country. Forgive us, for we didna ken
whait we were leavin', or the sair heart we gied
oor Father. It wes weary wark tae live wi' oor
sins, but we wad never hev come back, had it no
been for oor Elder Brither. He cam' a long
road tae find us, and a sore travail he had afore
he set us free. He's been a gude Brither tae us,
and we've been a heavy chairge tae him. May
he keep a firm hand o' us, and guide us in the
richt road, and bring us back gin we wander,
and tell us a' we need tae know till the gloamin'
come. Gether us in then, we pray thee, an a'
we luve, no a bairn missin', and may we sit <loon
forever in oor ain Father's house. Amen.
" BESIDE THE BONNIE BRIER BUSH."
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Easter Thoughts.

A SONG of sunshine through the rain,
Of spring across the snow,
A balm to heal the hurts of pain,
A peace surpassing woe.
Lift up your heads, ye sorrowing ones,
And be ye glad of heart,
For Calvary day and Easter day,
Earth's saddest day and gladdest day,
Were just one day apart.
No hint or whisper stirred the air
To tell what joy should be;
The disciples grieving there,
Nor help nor hope could see.
Yet all the while, the glad, near sun
Made ready its swift dart,
And Calvary day and Easter day,
The darkest day and brightest day,
Were just one day apart.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
AT the door of the resurrection
Wait hope and joy and peace,
Strength for life's burden-bearing,
From dread and despair, release.
The shadows lift and scatter,
And sorrow melts away
In the warmth of a consolation
Itself cannot gainsay. OLIVE E. DANA.

THE HOLY WO:\lEN AT THE TOMB OF CHRIST.
From painting by Plockhorst.
A pril.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

April 2.

93

Easter Thoughts.

FOR souls there comes a winter-tide,
For souls there blooms a spring;
Though winter days may linger long,
And snows be deep and frosts be strong,
And faith be sorely tried,
When Christ shall shine, who is the sur_,
Springtime shall be for every one.
0 mighty Lord of winter-tide,
0 loving Lord of spring,
Come to our hearts this Easter day.
Melt all the prisoning ice away,
And evermore abide,
Making both good and ill to be
Thy blessed opportunity.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
THE sweetest, gladdest days we know
Are when the Easter lilies blow;
Not that the birds are all a-wing,
Not for the wide world's blossoming ;
A deeper joy fills all the dumb,
Dull earth, when happy spring is come, The joy that Jesus gives his own
In memory of a sealed stone.
0 weary day, we look across
The centuries at thy pain and loss,
And feel the heartache, we who know
The joy none knew so long ago,
The wonder of that hope new-born,
The glory of that Easter morn,
The end of tears and stifled moan ;
They only knew the sealed stone.
ANNA FRANCES BURNHAM.
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Trust.

April 3.
Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our feverish ways;
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
In purer lives thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.
DEAR

In simple trust like theirs who heard
Beside the Syrian sea
The gracious calling of the Lord,
Let us like them, without a word,
Rise up and follow thee.
WHITTIER.
SING, pray, and keep his ways unswerving
So do thine own part faithfully,
And trust his word, though undeserving.
Thou yet shall find it true for thee ;
God never yet forsook at need
The soul that trusted him indeed.
GEORGE NEUMARK.
TRUST God for results.
My friends, we are on
the winning side. It may be dark here, but it is
light around the throne; and we are children of
light, not children of darkness.

D. L.

MOODY.

IT is good for me to draw near to God; I have
put my trust in the Lord God, that I may deDAVID.
clare all thy works.
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Trust.

THE Christian should be like a little bird,
which sits on its twig and sings, and lets God
think for it.
MARTIN LUTHER.

LIKE Luther's bird I sit and sing,
Not knowing what the day may bring;
Nor have I any need to know,
My Father doth protect me so.
MARIA A. WEST.
I KNOW he holds my hand;
So, whether led in green or desert land,
I trust, although I may not understand.
HENRY H. BARRY.

HE holds my hand in his;
How can I fear?
It is not hard to trust
While he is near.
I do not know how long
The way will be ;
I only know it is
The best for me. MILLIE CoL<::ORD.
THOUGH I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
DAVID.
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Trust.

WHEN I feel the cold, I can say, "He sends it,"
And his wind blows blessing, I surely know;
For I've never a want but that he attends it,
And my heart beats warm though the winds may
blow.
The soft, sweet summer was warm and glowing;
Bright were the blossoms on every bough ;
I trusted him when the roses were blowing;
I trust him now.
Small were my faith, should it weakly falter,
Now that the roses have ceased to blow;
Frail were the trust that now should alter,
Doubting his love when storm-clouds blow ;
If I trust him once, I must trust him ever,
And his way is best, though I stand or fall ;
Through wind and storm he will leave me never;
He sends it all.
From "THE UPLANDS OF Gon."

HE that taketh his own cares upon himself,
loadeth himself in vain with an unnecessary burden. I will cast my cares on God. He hath
bidden me. They cannot burden him.
BISHOP HALL.
WHOSO putteth his trust in the Lord shall be
safe.
SOLOMON.
TRUST in the Lord and do good; so shalt thou
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.
DAVID.
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Trust.

THE Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of

trouble ; and he knoweth them that trust in him.
NAHUM.
WHAT seemeth best I'll do,
With hope and courage, too;
And, if results should show
The right I did not know,
'T will still be right for me
Through all eternity.
Disaster, pain, and care
Shall find me grounded there
In perfect faith and trust;
So, whether bread or crust,
Smooth sea or sailing rough,
God knows, and that's enough.
ELEANOR

KIRK.

LEANING on him, make with reverent meekness
His own thy will,
And with strength from him shall thy utter weakness
Life's task fulfil;
And that cloud itself which now before thee
Lies dark in view,
Shall with beams of light from the inner glory
Be stricken through.
WE trust in the living God.

I

TIM. 4:

IO·
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Trust.

is of God that is and is to be,
And God is good. Let this suffice us still,
Resting in childlike trust upon his will
Who moves to his great ends, unthwarted
by the ill.
WHITTIER.
ALL

WHEN any petty annoyance or heavier worry
threatens to mar your peace, in the flash of a
moment hand it over to Jesus, saying, "Lord,
I am oppressed; undertake this for me." " Ah ! "
you sigh, "I wish indeed I could live like this,
but in the moment of need I forget to look."
Then do this. Trust in Christ to keep you trusting. Look to him so to abide in you as to keep
you abiding. In the early morning intrust to him
the keeping of your soul, and then as hour succeeds to hour expect him to keep that which you
have committed unto him.

REV.

F. B.

MEYER.

BE trustful, be steadfast, whatever betide thee,
Only one thing do thou ask of the Lord, Grace to go forward wherever he guide thee,
Simply believing the truth of his word.
From "THE CHANGED CROSS."
WHO is among you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in
darkness, and hath no light ? Let him trust in
the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.

ISAIAH.
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Trust.

ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord
Jehovah is everlasting strength.
ISAIAH.
TRUST

WHY not take life with cheerful trust,
With faith in the strength of weakness?
The slenderest daisy rears its head
With courage, yet with meekness.
A sunny face hath holy grace
To woo the sun forever.
MAR y

MAPES DODGE.

is the doing when he says the word, but
his is the bringing to pass. And that, you see,
is the end of all worrying and planning and doubt;
there is no rest or comfort outside that conclus10n.
p ANSY.
MINE

BE trustful, soul;
Remember God forgets thee never;
He who in grace stands waiting ever
Thy way to guide,
Shall surely hold thee, soul, forever
Close to his side.
MILLIE COLCORD.

through the night faint lips repeat
The music in me ringing;
I know not why, I know not why,
But trust is born of singing.

ALL
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April 9.

IF thou couldst trust, poor soul,
In Him who rules the whole,
Thou wouldst find peace and rest;
Wisdom and sight are well, but trust
is best.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
YES, leave it with him;
The lilies all do,
And they grow.
They grow in the rain,
And they grow in the dew ;
Yes, they grow.
They grow in the darkness,
All hid in the night;
They grow in the sunshine,
Revealed by the light;
Still they grow.
I

not know the conflicts or the sorrows
That he, in loving-kindness still, will send ;
I do not question of the coming morrows,
For with each day the needed strength he'll lend.
NETTIE F. YORK.
DO

DOST thou ask when comes his hour?
Then, when it shall aid thee best,
Trust his faithfulness and power,
Trust in him, and quiet rest.
TRUST

in him at all times.

DAVID.
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Trust.

OVER and over and over again
God has been sending the sun and the rain,
Bloom to the meadows, and sap to the boughs,
Keeping unbroken with nature his vows.
Over and over and over again
God has been sending a solace for pain,
Soothing the troubled, attending the lone,
Keeping unbroken his word with his own.
Still we go fearing that something will miss
I ts measure of care, its guerdon of bliss,
With faithfulness written around us so plain,
Over and over and over again.
Seeing the promise of God standeth fast,
Trust; for the future will be as the past, Love, leading, and rest, the sunshine and rain,
Over and over and over again.
REV. ALFRED

J.

HOUGH.

" I WILL fear no evil, for thou art with me."
God esteemeth it one of his glories that he
brings good out of evil ; and therefore it were but
reason we should trust God to govern his own
world as he pleases ; and that we should patiently
wait till the change cometh or the reason be disJEREMY TAYLOR.
covered.
Do thy duty that is best,
Leave unto thy God the rest.
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The Morning Watch.

"GIVE God thy first thoughts, so shalt thou
keep his company all day, and in him sleep."
Many of us complain of being overbusy. We
are worried from morning until night. One duty
chases after the heels of another ; the twenty-four
hours are not long enough for half we would do.
But is not much of this hurry and speed a fictitious thing? Do we not have much busyness
which is not business? much marking of time and
little progress ? and is not the secret of our hurry
and worry and wear and tear and large promise
and small performance the lack of that other
secret," A mind at leisure from itse!f" ?
Take time to obtain this leisure. Spend the
"morning watch" with God. With open Bible
and uplifted heart every day "practise the presence of God." Sacrifice the self life, and in its
place he will give you his life, abundant life, life
that has leisure for every duty. Make room in
your lives for God. Find leisure for him, and
he will give you leisure from yourself and for a
larger and fuller than you can at first
conceive.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
"DAILY prayers are the best remedy for daily
cares."
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Sowing.

SHALL he who sows dream of the ears already,
Or grasp at once his summer's fruitful prime ?
God's harvest waits for those of purpose steadyAll in his own good time.
DORA READ GOODALE.
Sow love, and taste its fruitage pure;
Sow peace, and reap its harvest bright;
Sow sunbeams on the rock and moor,
And find a harvest home of light.
BONAR.
UP, up, my soul, the long-spent time redeeming;
Sow thou the seeds of better deed and thought ;
Light other lamps while yet thy light is beaming.
The time,
The time is short. HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH.
"AND as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside." It is the same seed we sow, and in their
hearts people still present the same varieties of
soil ; but what a difference between this Sower
and his successors ; his skill and our rudeness ;
his power and our weakness ; his love and our
cold affections ; his burning zeal and our feeble
fires; the light of the world and the flame of a
taper, - ay, the brightest star that ever shone in
the firmament of the church! Well may we say
with Paul, "Brethren, pray for us!" GUTHRIE.
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Sowing.

April t3.
SOWER divine,
Sow the good seed in me,
Seed for eternity.
'Tis a rough, barren soil,
Yet by thy care and toil
Make it a fruitful field,
A hundred-fold to yield,
Sower divine,
Plough up this heart of mine.

IN the dim dawning sow thy seed,
And in the evening stay not thy hand.
What it will bring forth- wheat or weed Who can know or who understand?
Few will heed,
Yet sow thy seed.
Though we may cast it with trembling hand,
Spirit half-broken, heartsick and faint,
His winds will scatter it over the land,
His rain will nourish and cleanse it from taint,
Sow the good seed.
DINAH MULOCK CRAIK.

YET every sower must one day reap
Fruit from the seed he has sown.
How carefully, then, it becomes us to keep
A watchful eye on the seed, and seek
To sow· what is good, that we may not weep
To receive our own.
To him that soweth righteousness shall be a
sure reward.
SOLOMON.
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Sowing.

OURS is the seed time; God alone
Beholds the end of what is sown;
Beyond our vision weak and d:m
The harvest-time is hid with him.
WHITTIER.
"SCATTER kind words all around you;
Perchance, when your mission is o'er,
The seed you have dropped by the wayside
May bloom on eternity's shore."
" THE wind that blows can never kill
The tree God plants;
It bloweth east; it bloweth west;
The tender leaves have little rest,
But any wind that blows·is best.
The tree God plants
Strikes deeper root, grows higher still,
Spreads wider boughs, for God's good will
Meets all its wants.
" If in the soul's still garden place
A seed God sows, A little seed, -- it soon will grow;
And far and near all men will know,
For heavenly lands he bids it blow.
A seed God sows,
And up it springs by day and night;
Through life, through death, it groweth right,
Forever grows."
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Growth.

How can you tell whether you are growing?
Ask yourself these questions: Are you getting
taller? Are you able to overlook some things
you were unable to overlook last year? To overlook the sneering glance, the harsh word, the
selfish, unkind, or malicious deed? Serenely to
overlook failure when you have done your best?
Bravely to overlook misfortune when it was unavoidable? Cheerily to overlook dark days and
darker frowns ? Are you getting tall enough for
this?
Are you getting broader ? Are you able to
see more of the other sides of things than you
could see last year? Can you look around behind disappointment, and see strengthened faith ?
Does your vision reach to the other side of men's
faults, and perceive their difficulties, temptations,
and struggles ? Are you learning to look on all
sides of your plans and of the designs proposed
to you by others ? Are you really growing
broader?
AMOS R. WELLS.
with patience where the way is rough;
Resting in quiet when the storm is nigh;
Knowing that love divine is strong enough
To bear me up as weary days go by;
Trusting that sorrow is but love's disguise,
And all withholding yet another way
Of making richer by what love denies, So grows the soul a little day by day.
MARY C. SEWARD.
WALKING
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Growth.

LET me, then, be always growing,
Never, never standing still ;
Listening, learning, better knowing
Thee and thy most blessed will ;
Till I reach thy holy place,
Daily let me grow in grace.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.

" THE child grew." You cannot keep from
growing, but you can easily keep from growing
up. God will care for our growth, but we must
direct it wisely. There is no use for us to ask
anxiously whether our power is increasing; there
is no doubt of that. The only question is whether
it is increasingly good or increasingly evil.
AMOS R. WELLS in The Golden Rule.
How does the soul grow? Not all in a minute;
Now it may lose ground, now it may win it;
Now it resolves, and again the will faileth;
Now it rejoices, and now it bewaileth ;
Now its hopes fructify, then they are blighted;
Now it walks sunnily, now gropes benighted;
Fed by discouragements, taught by disaster,
So it goes forward, now slower, now faster,
Till, all the pain past, and failure made whole,
It is full-grown and the Lord rules the soul.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
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The Carpenter.

THAT evening, when the Carpenter swept out
The fragment shavings from the workshop floor,
And placed the tools in order, and shut to
And barred for the last time the humble door,
And going on his way to save the world,
Turned from the laborer's lot for evermore,
I wonder, was he glad?
That morning, when the Carpenter walked forth
From Joseph's cottage, in the glimmering light,
And bade his holy mother long farewell;
And through the skies of dawn, all pearly bright,
Saw glooming the dark shadow of a cross,
Yet, seeing, set his feet toward Calvary's height,
I wonder, was he sad?
Ah! when the Carpenter went on his way,
He thought not for himself of good or ill.
His path was one through shop or thronging men,
Craving his help, e'en to the cross-crowned hill,
In toiling, healing, loving, suffering, - all
His joy and life to do his Father's will;
And earth and heaven are glad.
5. ALICE RANLETT.

AND when he was come into his own country,
he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch
that they were astonished, and said, Whence
hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty
works? Is not this the carpenter's son?
And he did not many mighty works there
MATTHEW.
because of their unbelief.
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Spiritual Life.

A LIFE must be a life before it can blend with
another life; a person must live for the same
grand principles and purposes and sacrifices
that animate the person he loves, or whose love
he seeks, before there can be any real sympathy,
before the true oneness of friendship can be
attained. To be indeed a friend to a nobler
being is to be ever learning to comprehend him
better by living nobly as he does. This is what it
means to be a friend of Christ.
Lucy LARCOM.
THE well-defined spiritual is not only the highest life, but it is also the most easily lived. The
whole cross is more easily carried than the half.
It is the man who tries to make the best of both
worlds who makes nothing of either. And he
who seeks to serve two masters misses the beneHENRY DRUMMOND.
diction of both.
FoR every need of the spiritual life this is the
one thing needful, the Holy Spirit. . . . And
now the lesson Jesus teaches us to-day in his
school is this, that the Father is just longing
to give him to us if we will but ask in the childlike dependence upon what he says: "If ye
know how to give good gifts unto your children,
how much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him ! "
ANDREW MURRAY.
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Goodness.

THE love of God is the love of goodness.
The old Saxon word "God" is identical with
good. God, the good one, personified goodness.
There is in this derivation not a mere play of
words, there is a deep truth. None loves God
but he who loves good. To love God is to love
what God is. God is true, pure, just, and he
who loves these things out of God, may love
them in God.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
HowE'ER it be, it seems to me,
'Tis only noble to be good.
Kind hearts are more than coronets,
And simple faith than Norman blood.
TENNYSON.
UNDOUBTEDLY, all goodness in the world
comes from God. When we see the million
raindrops of the shower, we say, with reason,
" There must be one great sea, from which all
these drops have come."
When we see the
countless rays of light, we say, with reason,
"There must be one great central sun, from
which all these are shed forth." And when we
see, as it were, countless rays of goodness scattered about in the world, - a little good in this
man, a little good in that, - shall we not say,
"There must be one great sea, one central sun
of goodness, whence all goodness comes " ?
"SPIRITUAL GEMS OF THE AGES."
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Goodness.

GOODNESS expands the heart and makes it
humble. The larger and the better, the nobler
your heart is, the more you will be inclined to
make allowance for others, and the more you
will feel and say, " God be merciful to me, . a
sinner."
F , W . R OBERTSON.
'T IS first the good and then the beautiful,
Not first the beautiful and then the good;
First the rough seed sown in the rougher soil,
Then the flower-blossom or the branching wood.

BONAR.
THAT it is easier to be good when life is all
brightness, we admit; but it is possible to be
better when the light is overshadowed, and we
reach out through the thick darkness for His loving, guiding hand. The reward is not promised
to those who find life easiest or pleasantest, but
"to him that overcometh." And the strength to
overcome may be ours for the asking.
"SPIRITUAL GEMS OF THE AGES."
WHATEVER any one says or does, I must be
good.
AURELIUS ANTONINUS.
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Christ Knocking at the Door.

OPEN the door with shame, if ye have sinned;
If ye be sorry, open it with sighs;

Albeit the place be bare for poverty,
And comfortless for lack of plenishing,
Be not abashed for that, but open it,
And take Him in that comes to sup with thee;
"Behold," he saith, " I stand at the door and knock."
]EAN lNGELOW.
LISTEN, 0 my soul, with wonder,
That this Saviour comes to thee,
Ever knocking, ever waiting,
Waiting what thy will shall be.
0 for grace to listen to him !
0 for room within my heart!
0 for love to bid him enter,
Enter never to depart.
REV. P. A. CHADBOURNE,
m "THE UPLANDS OF GOD."
BEHOLD, I knock ! The evening shadows lie
So peaceful near and far;
Earth sleepeth, but in yonder cloudless sky
Glimmers the evening star;
'T is in such holy twilight time that oft
Full many a stony heart hath waxed soft;
Like Nicodemus, in the dark-drawn night,
Behold, I knock.
From "AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE."
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Christ's Invitation.

CHRIST'S invitation to the weary and heavy laden is a call to begin life over again upon a new
principle, upon his own principle. "Watch my
way of doing things," he says ; " follow me ; take
life as I take it. Be meek and lowly, and you
HENRY DRUMMOND.
will find rest."
COME to the clear, deep river ;
Come where the pastures call;
Give to the great, good Giver
The trust that is thy all.
From want eternal fleeing,
Come to an endless store ;
Bring thy whole famished being,
For he wants nothing more.
ANNA L.

WARING.

0 ]Esus, thou art standing
Outside the fast-closed door,
In lowly patience waiting
To pass the threshold o'er;
Shame on us, Christian brethren,
His name and sign who bear,
0 shame, thrice shame, upon us,
To keep him standing there.
WILLIAM W.

How.

BEHOLD, I stand at the door and knock : if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.
REv. 3: 20.
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Why Will Ye Die?

A GREAT rock stands in a weary land,
And its shadows fall on the parched sand;
And it calls to the travellers passing by,
" I will shelter thee here continually."
Then why will ye die
When the sheltering rock is standing by?
0, why will ye die ?
A great well lies in a weary land,
And its waters call over life's rough strand,
That the great well is deep, with waters rife,
Springing up into everlasting life.
Then why will ye die
When the great, deep well is standing by?
0, why will ye die?
A wide fold stands in a weary land,
And the sheep are called on every hand;
And the Shepherd no wanderer turns away,
But he changes his darkness into day.
Then why will ye die
When the great, wide fold is standing by?
0, why will ye die?
A rough cross stands near a city wall,
Where the Saviour dies out of love to all ;
Where the angels still tell the message blest,
That the way now is plain to endless rest.
Then why will ye die
When the blood-stained cross is standing by?
0, why will ye die?
London Freeman.
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God's Voice.

"A VOICE came out of the cloud, saying, This
is my Son, my chosen; hear ye him." (Luke
9 : 35.) God's voice to us is quite as likely to be
heard out of the cloud as out of the clear sky.
When we are lamenting a lost form shut from
our loving gaze, we may hear a voice from the
cloud that would not have reached us while we
were in sunlight and in company. There is a
gain in the cloud in such a case, but there is
more of a gain in the voice of direction. God
is glad to give us guidance when we are in doubt
or in gloom. He will tell us how to know what
our duty is, and he will give us strength to do it.
The Sunday School Times.
BLESSED is the soul which heareth the Lord
speaking within her, and receiveth from his
mouth the word of consolation.
Blessed indeed are those ears which listen not
after the voice which is sounding without, but for
the truth and teaching within.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
"THE Lord called Samuel: and he answered,
Here am I. And he ran unto Eli, and said,
Here am I; for thou calledst me." Unacquainted
with the visions of the Almighty, he took that to
be only Eli's call which was really the call of
God. Such mistakes we make oftener than we
HENRY.
think.
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Conversion.

A CHRISTIAN is just one who does what the
Lord Jes us tells him. Neither more nor less
than that makes one a Christian.
MACDONALD.
SOMETIMES I catch sweet glimpses of His face,
But that is all.
Sometimes he looks on me, and seems to· smile,
And that is all.
Sometimes he speaks a passing word of peace,
But that is all.
Sometimes I think I hear his loving voice
Upon me call.
And is this all he meant when thus he spoke:
" Come unto me ? "
Is there no deeper, more enduring rest
In him for thee?
Is there no steadier light for thee in him ?
0, come and see.
0, come and see; 0, look, and look again.
All shall be right;
O, taste his love, and see that it is good,
Thou child of night.
0, trust him, trust him in his grace and power;
Then all is bright.
From "THE SHADOW OF THE RocK."
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Conversion.
Is it possible you are waiting for a startling,
wonderful experience ? Do you expect to see a
fiery cross in the sky, or to hear such a voice as
Paul heard ? You will wait a long time if you
wait for that, I fear. There was only one Paul,
and only one man with Paul's experience. It is
just as needless to wait for that experience as it
would be to wait until you could journey from
Jerusalem to Damascus for the sake of being
converted on the exact spot where Paul heard
Christ speak to him. Just as really as though
the heavens were open can you hear him speak
to you while you read these words. It is just as
much his message, and just as important that it
should be obeyed when it is printed on this page,
as if written across the face of the sky. Here is
his message : Come unto me, repent and believe.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
A CHILD of ordinary capacity and destitute of
property, but converted to God in childhood, is
frequently worth more to the church than ten
wealthy men converted at the noon of life.
JOHN TODD.

offered, and I have accepted
The cleansing, the joy, and the light,·
And into my life there is flowing
A wonderful beauty and might.
GOD

}ESSIE MACGREGOR.
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Conversion.

WHEN answering timidly the Master's call,
I passed the bourne of life in coming to him;
When in my love for him I gave up all,
The very moment when I thought I knew him,
I cannot tell.
But, as unceasingly I feel his love,
As this cold heart is melted to o'er:ftowing,
As now so dear the light comes from above,
I wonder at the change, and move on, knowing
That all is well.
The Religious Herald.
THERE is a holier life and truer
Than ever my heart has found;
There is nobler work than is wrought within
These walls so charred by the fires of sin,
Where I toil like a captive, blind and bound ;
An open door to a freer task
In thy nearer smile I ask.
Lucy LARCOM.

disciple is a missionary.
Whoever
truly finds Jesus has a desire to have others see
him. When Andrew was persuaded that this
was the Messiah, he did not rush back to the
Jordan, crowd or push up to Jerusalem to find
his mission field. He found his brother, his own
brother, and bore his testimony to him, and
brought him to Jes us. That is our example.
c. F. DEEMS, D. D.
EVERY
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Lovest Thou Me?

HE saith to him again the second time, Simon,
son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? He saith unto
him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.
JOHN 21: 16.

IF ·Christ the Lord should come to-day,
As erst to Peter by the sea,
And low and tenderly should say,
0 my disciple, lovest thou me ?
To thee and me,
What would our answer be?
It would not do for us to boast;
We have no merit; we are frail,
Our strength is weariness at most,
And oft when we are tried we fail.
" But we trust thee; "
This would our answer be.
And bliss and bane, and joy and grief,
And all things, work for good if we
Can answer, " Yea, Lord," swift and brief
To that keen question, " Lovest thou me?"
For thee and me
This should the answer be.
From" EASTER BELLS," by MARGARETE. SANGSTER.
Copyright, 1897, by Harper & Brothers.

HE that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me : and he that loveth
me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love
him, and will manifest myself to him.
JOHN 14: 21.
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Confessing Christ.

FREQUENT confession of Christ is not only a
bulwark against worldliness and thoughtlessness,
but a positive means of growth in grace.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
IT was only the hem of his garment which the
poor woman touched ; it came first, it was nearest to her ; she came behind him. No one in
the crowd saw her do it. The Saviour felt her
do it. It was an act of personal faith which
met with instant reward ; she was healed " immediately." But mark, she had knelt "before him "
and publicly told the story of healing in the
presence of others before she heard that sweet
assurance from the Saviour's lips, "Daughter, be
of good comfort ; thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace."
SELECTED.
You want to come to Christ; but you do not
know the way, and you have never yet had the
courage to speak about it. Perhaps the next
step for you is to be willing to speak of it, to ask
some one to show you the way. You have many
friends who have come to Christ. Is there not
one among them whom you can ask to help you ?
It may be that you are standing in the shadow
of your own pride and unwillingness to speak,
and the very effort to ask for help may be the
first step out into the light.
H. A. c.
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Prayers.

ALMIGHTY God, who never failest them who
put their trust in thee, help me to put all my
trust in thee and in thee alone. In all difficulties may I have recourse to thee, in all my troubles to rest and depend upon thee. Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on thee ; let me stay myself upon thee, that thou
who art the confidence of all the ends of the
earth may be my confidence forever. I would
commit myself to the ordering of thy providence,
so as to be careful for nothing, but always to be
of the number of thy faithful children. Grant
me this abiding trust; through Christ our Lord.
From The Congregationalist.
Amen.
Ai.MIGHTY and most loving Father, I will bless
thee and praise thy holy name, both now and
evermore, for all thy mercies to me. Thou hast
multiplied thy mercies upon me from day to day.
Glory be to thee, 0 Lord, for my being and
preservation ; for health and strength ; for understanding and memory; for friends and benefactors ; but, above all, for giving thy Son to
become our Mediator and to die for our sins.
My mouth shall show forth thy righteousness all
the day long. Blessed be the Lord, my God,
who only doeth wondrous things; and blessed
be his name forever. Amen.
From The Congregationalist.
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Prayer.

IF Bible-reading be like getting your friend's
letter, then prayer is like a visit from your friend.
If I know my friend and I are soon to meet, how
glad I am to think of the moments we shall spend
together I How I try to make the most of them I
I go over in my mind all that has happened
since we last met. I note what I have to tell
him: I put down the questions I wish to ask
him. There are books I have been reading or
am going to read, people I have been seeing or
am hoping to see things I have been doing or am
trying to do. Now is there any preparation of
that kind before we pray ? Might we not at least
think an instant or two before we kneel, and go
over what we have to say ?
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.
LET me ask how you accompany the minister
when he prays. If you can, you ought to follow
every word in thought under your breath. It is
not difficult if you try ; it becomes a habit like
everything else. If you cannot do that, then let
your whole heart go with the sense of what the
minister says. If not, at least add an "Amen" in
your heart when the prayer comes near you. How
differently a minister prays when he feels that the
whole heart of the congregation is going forth
with him as one man !
ROBERT w. BARBOUR.

THE YOUNG DAVID.
From painting by Gardner

Mny.
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Prayer.

How strange it seems that we often forego the
privilege of telling our Father exactly what we
desire, putting into loose phrases of no special
meaning our hopes and aims, alluding in general
terms to the conversion of our families and
friends and the reviving of the church, as though
the end in question would be a happy circumstance, yet carrying no one person or group of
persons on our hearts to the mercy-seat ! This,
too, in the face of our belief in God's individual
care of and for us, and of his own gracious declaration to every one of his children, "I have called
thee by thy name ; thou art mine."
MARGARET E. SANGSTER.
IF we with earnest effort could succeed
To make our life one long, connected
prayer,
As lives of some perhaps have been
and are;
If, never leaving thee, we had no need
Our wandering spirits back again to lead
Into thy presence, but continued there
Like angels standing on the highest stair
Of the sapphire throne, - this were to
pray indeed.
But if distractions manifold prevail,
And if in this we must confess we fail,
Grant us to keep at least a prompt desire,
Continual readiness for prayer and praise.
TRENCH.
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Prayer.

is good to wish, ask that of heaven,
Though it be what thou canst not hope to see;
Pray to be perfect, though material leaven
Forbid the spirit so on earth to be;
But if for any wish thou darest not pray,
Then pray to God to take that wish away.
WHATE'ER

HARTLEY COLERIDGE.

THE habit of prayer, once established, is both a
safeguard and a comfort, a retreat and a defence,
in this world of trouble and perplexity. But to
get all the good the Lord wants to give us, we
must pray with the literalness of children and the
definiteness of those who are in extreme earnestness, not insult the King above us with random
prayers which have not even the merit of being
attentive, and which lack the virtue of sincerity.
MARGARET E. SANGSTER.

IT is well to let prayer be the first employment
in the early morning and the last in the evening.
A void diligently those false and deceptive thoughts
which say, "Wait a little, and I will pray an hour
hence; I must perform this or that." For with
such thoughts a man quits prayer for business,
which lays hold of and entangles him so that he
comes not to pray the whole day long.
MARTIN LUTHER.
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Prayer.

BE not afraid to pray; to pray is right;
Pray, if thou canst, with hope; but ever pray,
Though hope be weak or sick with long delay;
Pray in the darkness if there be no light.
HARTLEY COLERIDGE.
WHATE'ER may thee befall,
Tell it to God;
Thy grief, or great or small,
Tell it to God.
To him bring each request;
In him find joy and rest;
Tell all to God.
W. W. HOLLOWAY, JR.
PRAY often, and you shall pray oftener; and,
when you are accustomed to a frequent devotion,
it will so insensibly unite to your nature and
affections that it will become trouble to omit
your usual or appointed prayers; and what you
obtain at first by doing violence to your inclinations, at last will not be left without as great
unwillingness as that by which at first it entered.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
THEY who seek the throne of grace
Find that throne in every place;
If we live a life of prayer,
God is present everywhere.
Then, my soul, in every strait
To thy Father come and wait;
He will answer every prayer;
God is present everywhere.
OLIVER HOLDEN.
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Prayer.

I THINK it is the going to God with our every
want that he loves. Hence, the oftener we go,
the more we please him, for our asking for the,
to us, seemingly little things, is but demonstrating our entire dependence upon him; and surely
this dependence, this trust, is what makes us the
children of our heavenly Father. RosE PORTER.
work requires every-day grace, and
every-day grace requires every-day asking. Whatever your work is, take it first to God. Before
you begin, kneel and implore his blessing. Ask
him for a fresh, diligent spirit. Ask him for a
spirit of patience and meekness in contending
with all the little, wearisome difficulties and annoyances connected with it. Then put your
whole might to it, the might that you have borrowed from a mightier than yourself ; for that is
the secret of real work.
From The Parish Visitor.
EVERY-DAY

PRAYER is the rope in the belfry ; we pull it,
and it rings the bell up in heaven. Keep on
pulling it, and, though the bell is so high that
you cannot hear it ring, depend upon it, it can
be heard in the tower of heaven, and is ringing
before the throne of God, who will give you
answers of peace according to your faith.
PELOUBET'S "NOTES."
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Prayer.

IF when I kneel to pray,
With eager lips I say,
" Lord, give me all the things that I desire,
Health, wealth, fame, friends, brave heart,
religious fire,
The power to sway my fellow men at will,
And strength for mighty works to banish ill,"
In such a prayer as this
The blessing I must miss.
Or, if I only dare
To raise this fainting prayer: " Thou seest, Lord, that I am poor and weak,
And cannot tell what things I ought to seek;
I therefore do not ask at all, but still
I trust thy bounty all my wants to fill,"
My lips shall thus grow dumb,
The blessing shall not come.
But, if I lowly fall,
And thus in faith I call: " Through Christ, 0 Lord, I pray thee give
to me,
Not what I would, but what seems best
to thee,
Of life, of health, of service, and of strength,
Until to thy full joy I come at length,"
My prayer shall then avail,
The blessing shall not fail.
RICHARDSON.
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Prayer.

we are in doubt about the answers
given to prayer, let us change the point of doubt,
and fix it in our own prayers themselves, and
say with profitable frankness to our own souls,
"The prayer was bad; the prayer was selfish;
the prayer was not offered in the right manner;
the prayer was an effort in words; it was not the
sacrifice of a humble, meek, holy, contrite heart."
If we fix our attention on that point, the whole
atmosphere of our questioning will be changed.
JOSEPH PARKER, D. D.
WHEN

UP to the merciful Father
The prayers rise day and night,
Away through the mist and darkness,
Away on the wings of light.
And none that was really in earnest
Ever has lost its way,
And none that asked for a blessing
Ever was answered nay.
And so let none of the people
Ever neglect to pray,
For prayer can bring some sunshine
Into the darkest day;
And patience and strength and courage,
And power to work or to bear,
And peace and wonderful gladness,
Are the answers unto prayer.
London Christian World.
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Prayer.

No voice of prayer to thee can rise,
But swift as light thy love replies;
Not always what we ask, indeed,
But, 0 most kind, what most we need.
H. M. KIMBALL.
dear Lord hears and pities all ;
He knoweth all our wants ;
And what we blindly ask of him
His love withholds or grants.
WHITTIER.
THE

LET us take time, as often as we pray, to listen
to his voice. Every one that asketh, receiveth.
Let us not make feeble experiences of our unbelief the measure of what our faith may expect.
Let us seek not only just in our seasons of prayer,
but at all times, to hold fast the joyful assurance ;
man's prayer on earth and God's answer in heaven
are meant for each other. Let us trust Jesus to
teach us so to pray that the answer may come.
He will do it if we hold fast the word he gives
us, - "Ask, and ye shall receive."
ANDREW MURRAY.
IF we feel our spirits apt to wander in our
prayers, and to retire into the world, or to things
unprofitable, or vain and impertinent, use prayer
to be assisted in prayer. Pray for the spirit of
supplication.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
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Answered Prayer.

HAVE you a want ? Keep it not ; carry it to
him ; it shall lie on the mercy-seat to be considered; in due time shall be written on it, "To
be provided for."
LADY POWERSCOURT.
UNANSWERED yet, the prayers your lips have pleaded
In agony of heart these many years?
Does faith begin to fail? is hope departing?
And think you all in vain those falling tears ?
Say not, the Father hath not heard your prayer;
You shall have your desire sometime, somewhere.
ROBERT BROWNING.
"ASK, and ye shall receive; every one that
asketh receiveth." This is the fixed, eternal law
of the kingdom; if you ask and receive not, it
must be because there is something amiss or
wanting in the prayer.
ANDREW MURRAY.
THERE may be cases in which the answer is a
refusal, because the request is not according to
God's word, as when Moses asked to enter Canaan. But still there was an answer; God did
not leave his servant in uncertainty as to his will.
The gods of the heathen are dumb, and cannot
speak. Our Father lets his child know when he
cannot give him what he asks, and he withdraws
his petition even as the Son did in Gethsemane.
ANDREW MURRAY.
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Watch and Pray.

thy heavenly armor on;
Wear it ever, night and day;
Near thee lurks the evil one ;
Watch and pray.

GIRD

Watch as if on that alone
Hung the issue of the day;
Pray that help may be sent down;
Watch and pray.
CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT.
"WATCH ye;" keep awake; be on your guard;
let every faculty be on the alert. " And pray ; "
let your hearts be open to heaven and its influences, as well as to earth's. Use every possible
means of help and defence in this your hour of
need.
The double duty: watching and praying must
go together. As Jay says," Prayer without watching is hypocrisy, and watching without prayer is
presumption." Their best work of guardianship
was to build a wall of prayer.

PELOUBET'S "NOTES."

well do I remember
That he calls those servants blest
Who are found by their Master watching;
What words can tell the rest?
SOPHIE E. c. DOWNING,
in " THE CHAMBER OF PEACE."
AND
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Watchfulness.

"THE need of watchfulness may be illustrated
by three word pictures. First, the man who did
not know, and thought this was a reason for not
watching. Suppose you were to go to some
very pleasant gathering, and did not know just
when you would be called for, would you not
watch? Second, the servant who believed his
Lord was coming, and watched every day. Third,
the servant who believed that his not knowing
was a reason why he need not watch."
SELECTED.
"WATCH therefore." Eleven of the disciples
who heard Jes us that day, watched all their lives,
living each day in the way that they thought
would please Jesus, should he suddenly come.
To these disciples, watching meant working.
So it is to-day. We must watch and pray and
work.
SELECTED.
To be constantly doing, as our Lord's servants,
the duty that lies nearest to us, is to watch.
Through the whole of life we must be sentinels.
Our foes are always alert. But our one safe rule
is to be always where we would wish to have the
Master find us at his coming.
A. E. DUNNING, D. D., in The Congregationalist.
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Watchfulness.

the long day's work before you,
You rise up with the sun,
And the neighbors come in to talk a little
Of all that must be done;
But remember that I may be the next
To come in at the door,
To call you from all your busy work
For evermore ;
As you work, your heart must watch,
For the door is on the latch
In your room,
And it may be in the morning
I will come.
MRS. B. MACANDREW.
WITH

No man can watch for Christ's coming by
standing gazing .up into heaven. We must be
on the lookout, to be sure, but on the lookout for
work he would have us do.
"HE would have watched." How different
our lives would have been if we had known!
How different they would be to-day if we knew!
We should have watched if we had known.
"YE know not what hour." Well for us we
do not know. We are to plan our work as if we
were to live forever, as indeed we are. We are
to do it as if we were to die to-morrow, as indeed
SELECTED.
we may.
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Guided.

I WOULD not have the restless will

That hurries to and fro,
Seeking for some great thing to do,
Or secret thing to know;
I would be treated as a child,
And guided where I go.
ANN A L. WARING.
lND thy guiding hand still held me
Though my feet would turn and slide,
Held me while I wandered blindly,
That I might not turn aside.
Now I know thou hast been with me,
And thy face again I see,
And I feel thy hands upholding,
Helping and directing me.
AND, as the path of duty is made plain,
May grace be given that I may walk therein,
Not like the hireling for his selfish gain,
With backward glances and reluctant tread,
Making a merit of his coward dread, But cheerful in the light around me thrown,
Walking as one to pleasant service led.
WHITTIER.

dayspring from on high hath visited us,
to give light to them that sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
way of peace.
LUKE 1 : 78, 79.
THE
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De Massa ob de Sheepfol'.

DE Massa ob de sheepfol',
Dat guards de sheepfol' bin,
Look out in de gloomerin' meadows,
Whar de long night rain begin;
So he call to de hirelin' shepa'd,
"Is my sheep, is dey all come in?"
0 den says the hirelin' shepa'd,
" Dey's some, dey's black an' thin,
An' some dey's po' ol' wedda's;
But de res', dey's all brung in;
But de res', dey's all brung in."
Den de Massa ob de sheepfol',
Dat guard de sheepfol' bin,
Goes down in the gloomerin' meadows,
Whar de long night rain begin;
So he le' down de ba's ob de sheepfol',
Callin' sof', "Come in, come in."
Den up fro' de gloomerin' meadows,
T'ro' de col' night rain and win',
An' up t'ro' de gloomerin' rain paf',
Whar de sleet falls piercin' thin,
De po' los' sheep ob de sheepfol',
Dey all comes gadderin' in."
SALLY PRATT McLEAN GREENE.
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The Good Shepherd,

I AM the good shepherd, and know my sheep,
and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay
down my life for the sheep.
JoHN 10: 14, 15.
HE is my Shepherd, I his sheep;
I do not want to know
Whether the way be soft or steep
By which I am to go,
If green and smooth the mountains be,
I need not ask for more ;
If stony, he will carry me,
As he has done before.
From "THE CHANGED CRoss."
IN soft, sunny meadows the wandering sheep stray;
Apart from the shepherd, each goes his own way;
Though dangers lurk round them, no watch do they
keep.
"The good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep."
Unto death he will follow each child of his love ;
Rejoicing will bear him in safety above.
No waters can quench it, - his love strong and
deep;
"The good Shepherd giveth his life for tht sheep."
Deep down in dark pitfalls, sore wounded by sin,
He sees where they suffer and die in their pain;
He seeks and he saves them where death-shadows
creep.
"The good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep."
SELECTED.
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The Sheep-track.

Two ways; only two. One leadeth
Home to the land of rest,
And the good Shepherd guides the flock
he feedeth
The road he knoweth best.
The feeble lamb, within his bosom hiding,
Is precious as the strong;
The sick he tends, in sweet compassion
guiding
The weary one with young.
He leads them forth; he goeth out before
them;
And where the two ways meet
They look to him, whose eye is watching
o'er them,
To guide their wavering feet.
They own a mark by which the Master
claims them,
Though oft the sign seems dim ;
And well they know the Shepherd King
who names them ;
They hear and follow him.
Sweet sounds his voice. All other calls
unheeding,
They watch where he may lead;
And in his face of love his wishes reading,
The flock that track will tread.
From "THE SHADOW OF THE RocK. 11
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He Leadeth Me.

HE leads us on
By paths we did not know;
Upward he leads us, though our steps be
slow,
Though oft we faint and falter by the way,
Though storms and darkness oft obscure the
day,
Yet, when the clouds are gone,
We know he leads us on.
He leads us on
Through all the unquiet years;
Past all our dreamland ho·pes and doubts
and fears
He guides our steps. Through all the tangled maze
Of sin, of sorrow, and o'erclouded days
We know his will is done ;
And still he leads us on.
From " THE SHADOW OF THE RocK."
" HE Ieadeth me ! "
I shall not take one needless step
through all,
In wind or heat or cold ;
And all day long he sees the peaceful end,
Through trials manifold;
Up the fair hillside, like some sweet
surprise,
Waiteth the quiet fold.
SELECTED.
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He Leadeth Me.

AND the sheep hear his voice ; and he calleth
his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.
And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him ;
for they know his voice. And a stranger will
they not fdllow.
JoHN 10: 3-5.

" HE leadeth me."
And so I need not seek my own
wild way
Across the desert wild;
He knoweth where the soft green
pastures lie,
Where the still waters glide,
And how to reach the coolness of
their rest
Beneath the calm hillside.
From "WORD AND WORK."
As God leads me, I will go,
Nor choose my way;
Let him choose the joy or woe
Of every day.
"HE chose this path for thee,
Though well he knew sharp thorns would tear
thy feet,
Knew how the brambles would obstruct the way,
Knew all the hidden dangers thou wouldst meet,
Knew how thy faith would falter day by day,
A.id still the whisper echoed, ' Yes, I see
This path is best for thee.'"
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He Leadeth Me.

LET us look up to the work of Jesus in the
plan and arrangement of our lives, and believe
that he is doing his very best for us. We may
not always like the way by which we are being
led, but let us silence objection and complaint by
the deliberate choice of the will to be led by him,
come what may. The flesh may sometimes shrink,
as his did in Gethsemane ; nevertheless, let the
will hold its course right onward, daring to trust
its Leader, daring to believe that he knows the
best path and is taking it, daring to perform what
he appoints, and bear what he imposes or permits,
in complete indifference to the voices that bid us
spare ourselves.
REV. F. B. MEYER, in The Golden Rule.
I

not ask, 0 Lord, that life may be
A pleasant road;
I do not ask that thou wouldst take from me
Aught of its load;
I do not ask that flowers should always spring
Beneath my feet;
I know too well the poison and the sting
Of things too sweet.
For one thing only, Lord, dear Lord, I plead;
Lead me arightThough strength should falter and though
heart should bleed Through peace to light.
DO

ADELAIDE A.

PROCTER.
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He Leadeth Me.

I WILL bring the blind by a way that they knew
not ; I will lead them in paths that they have
not known.
IsA. 42 : 1 6.
his hand, my steadied feet
May walk the air, the seas;
On life and death his smile falls sweet,
Lights up all mysteries.
Stranger nor exile can I be
In new worlds where he leadeth me.

HOLDING

LUCY LARCOM.

THE way is long, my Father, and my soul
Longs for the rest and quiet of the goal;
While yet I journey through this weary land,
Keep me from wandering, Father, take my hand;
Quickly and straight
Lead to heaven's gate
Thy child.
The way is dark, my child, but leads to light;
I would not always have thee walk by sight.
My dealings now thou canst not understand ;
I meant it so; but I will take thy hand,
And through the gloom
Lead safely home
My child.
HENRY

N. COBB.

AND he led them forth by the right way, that
they might go to a city of habitation. 0 that
men would praise the Lord for his goodness !

DAVID.
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He Leadeth Me.

JusT as God leads me I would go;
I would not ask to choose my way,
Content with what he will bestow,
Assured he will not let me stray.
So as he leads my path I make,
And step by step I gladly take,
LAMPERTUS.
A child in him confiding.
WHAT matter what the path shall be?
The end is clear and bright to view,
He knows that we a strength shall see,
Whate'er the day shall bring to do;
We see the end, the house of God,
But not the path to that abode;
For God through ways they have not known
Shall lead his own.
From " THE CHANGED CROSS."

LIKE Alpine climbers, our only safety is in
steadfastly fixing our gaze on him, our Guide,
and following step by step the path he trod, that
he might know all the dangers and difficulties
that beset our way. And we may be sure he will
never lead us further or faster than we can safely
ROSE PORTER.
follow.
I AM the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to
profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou
shouldest go. 0 that thou hadst hearkened to
my commandments l
ISAIAH 48: 17, 18.
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Following.

said ... "Follow me."
LUKE 9 : 59.
IT is reported that St. Wenceslaus one winter
night going to his devotions in a remote church,
barefooted in the snow and sharpness of unequal
and pointed ice, his servant Podavivus, who
waited upon his master's piety, and endeavored
to imitate his affections, began to faint through
the violence of the snow and cold, till the king
commanded him to follow him, and set his feet
in the same footsteps which his feet should mark
for him. . . . In the same manner does the
blessed Jesus; for, since our way is troublesome,
obscure, full of objection and danger, apt to be
mistaken and to affright our industry, he commands us to mark his footsteps, to tread where
his feet have stood, and not only invites us forward by the argument of his example, but he
hath trodden down much of the difficulty, and
made the way easier and fit for our feet.
HE

JEREMY TAYLOR.

I

MA v

not tread the paths he trod,
In famed Judrea's land;
But I can walk as near to God
As those who touched his hand;
I may not climb the vine-clad hills,
Nor stand on Olive's height;
But, when his truth my vision fills,
I see a grander sight.
A. N. WHITMARSH.
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BE ye therefore followers of God, as dear chilPAUL.
dren.
"FOLLOW thou me."
The way is rough and I am weak ;
How shall I know the Lord I seek?
" Follow thou me."
I follow thee.
0 loving Lord, this hand of mine
Submissively I place in thine.
I follow thee.
F. S. CHILD.
LEAD forth my soul, 0 Christ,
One with thine own;
Joyful to follow thee
Through paths unknown.
In thee my strength renew ;
Give me thy work to do;
Through me thy truth be shown,
Thy love made known.
LUCY LARCOM.
I DO not ask my cross to understand,
My way to see;
Better in darkness just to feel thy hand
And follow thee.
Joy is like restless day, but peace divine
Like quiet night;
Lead me, 0 Lord, till perfect day shall shine,
Through peace to light.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
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Cimbing.

ONLY a little more climbing,
And then the heights are won.
And rest we have longed and toiled for,
Is ours and labor done.
REV. E. E. REXFORD.
HIGHER yet and higher
Out of clouds and night,
Nearer yet and nearer
Rising to the light, Light, serene and holy,
Where my soul may rest,
Purified and lowly,
Sanctified and blest.
JOHANN W. VON GOETHE.
AND heaven draws near as I ascend;
The breeze invites, the stars befriend;
All things are beckoning to the best;
I climb to thee, my God, for rest.
LUCY LARCOM.
WE learn to climb by keeping our eyes, not
on the valleys that lie behind, but on the mountains that rise before us.
SELECTED.
WHENEVER a noble deed is wrought,
Whene'er is spoken a noble thought,
Our hearts in glad surprise
To higher levels rise.
LONGFELLOW.
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Oimbing.

WINGS for the angels, but feet for men.
We may borrow the wings to find the way,
We may hope and resolve and aspire and pray;
But our feet must rise, or we fall again.
J. G. HOLLAND.
LONG was the way, and steep and hard the climb;
Sore are my limbs, and I am fain to rest.
Behind me lie long, sandy tracks of time;
Before me rises the steep mountain-crest.
Let me stand still; the journey is half done,
And when less weary I will travel on.
There is no standing still. Even as I pause,
The.steep path shifts, and I slip back apace.
Movement was safety; by the journey-laws
No help is given, no safe abiding-place,
No idling in the pathway, hard and slow;
I must go forward, or must backward go.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
WE have not wings, we cannot soar;
But we have feet to scale and climb,
By slow degrees, by more and more,
The cloudy summits of our time.
LONGFELLOW.

I WILL direct my prayer unto thee, and will
look up.
DAVID.
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Up Higher.

I CANNOT in the valley stay;
The great horizons stretch away;
The very cliffs that wall me round
Are ladders unto higher ground.
I am not glad till I have known
Life that can lift me from my own;
A loftier level must be won,
A mightier strength to lean upon.
LUCY LARCOM.

ARE you fitter for heaven every day? Ah, my
dear Christians, I tremble for some of you who
are on your way to glory. 0 that you would forget the things that are behind, and, reaching
forth to those that are before, press forward
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus ! Some of you are just
beginning the journey to heaven. Pray more,
read more, hear more, live more, do more every
R. M. McCHEYNE.
day.
LEARN by mortal yearning to ascend,
Seeking a higher object. Love was given
chiefly for that end.
Unless above himself he can
Erect himself, how poor a thing is man !
WORDSWORTH.
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Heaven.
HERE brief is the sighing,
And brief is the crying,
For brief is the life.
The life there is endless,
The joy there is endless,
And ended the strife.
We know not, we know not,
All human words show not,
The joys we may reach;
The mansions preparing,
The joys for our sharing,
The welcome for each.
HOME is more near,
0 Lord, by every passing day;
Home is more dear
By every prayer I pray,
By every footstep of the way
That brings me there.
Where thou art let me be,
For where thou art is home and
heaven to me. HENRY N. COBB.

Now just as the gates were opened to let in
the men, I looked in after them, and behold, the
city shone like the sun ; the streets also were
paved with gold; and in them walked many men
with crowns on their heads, palms in their hands,
and golden harps to sing praises withal.
From " PILGRIM'S PROGRESS."
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Heaven.

THE light of eternity flashed in my face
As a loved one entered the gate ;
I saw the work that remained for me
As in the vineyard I wait, The hearts to gladden, the souls to win,
That stumble along the way;
The eyes, now heavy with tears of sin,
To cheer with tidings of day.
The Christian at Work.
HE is speaking in the darkness,
Though thou canst not see his face,
More than angels ever needed
Mercy, pardon, love, and grace.
Speaking of the many mansions,
\\'.here, in safe and holy rest,
Thou shalt be with him forever,
Perfectly and always blest.
FRANCES R. HA VERGAL,
THAT city with the jewelled crest,
Like some new-lighted sun;
A blaze of burning amethyst,
Ten thousand orbs in one ;
That is the city of the saints,
Where we so soon shall stand,
When we shall strike these desert tents,
And quit this desert sand.
BONAR.

150

A DAILY MESSAGE

May 29.

Heaven.

BuT now they desire a better country, that is,
a heavenly : wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God : for he hath prepared for
them a city.
HEB. 11 : 16.
grief is turned to pleasure,
Such pleasure as below
No human voice can utter,
No human heart can know:
And after fleshly weakness,
And after this world's night,
And after storm and whirlwind,
Are calm and joy and light.

THERE

And now we fight the battle,
But then shall wear the crown
Of full and everlasting
And passionless renown ;
And he whom now we trust in,
Shall then be seen and known,
And they that know and see him
Shall have him for their own.
BERNARD OF CLUNY.

FoR here have we no continuing city, but we
seek one to come.
HEB. 13: 14.

hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love
PAUL.
him.
EYE
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The Gathering-plaCCt

changes all our thoughts of heaven;
At first we think of streets of gold,
Of walls as white as snow wind-driven,
Of lofty arches grandly cold,
Of gates of pearl and dazzling light,
Of shining wings and robes of white,
And things all strange to mortal sight.
LIFE

But in the afterward of years
It is a more familiar place ;
A home unhurt by sighs and tears,
Where waiteth many a well-known face;
Where little children play and sing,
And maidens and the old men bring
Their tributes to the gracious King.
With passing months it comes more near;
It grows more real day by day;
Not strange or cold, but very dear,
The glad home-land not far away.
So we will wait with patient grace,
Till in that blessed gathering-place
We meet our friends and see his face.
From The London Christian World.

IN my Father's house are many mansions: if
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you.
JoHN 14: 2.
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My Prayer.

LIFT me higher, blessed Master,
Higher still into the light;
Up above the fearful shadows
.
Of earth's sin and gloom and mght.
Hold me closer, blessed Masteri
In a firm and fond embrace;
Let no shadow pass between me
And the glory of thy face.
Draw me nearer, blessed Master,
Nearer to thy pierced side;
With thy loving arms about me,
Let me evermore abide.
Make me purer, blessed Master,
Pure in purpose, deed, and heart;
May the purity of Jesus
Of my own life form a part.
MAY CORNWELL, in The Christian Observer.
LORD, teach us so to live with the Father that
his love may be to us nearer, clearer, dearer than
the love of any earthly father. And let the assurance of his hearing our prayer be as much
greater than the confidence in an earthly parent
as the heavens are higher than the earth, as God
is infinitely greater than man. Lord, show us
that it is only our unchildlike distance from the
Father that hinders the answer to prayer, and
lead us on to the true life of God's children.
ANDREW MURRAY, in "WITH CHRIST."

THE CHRIST-CHILD.
From a pai11ti71r b.Y /ltenbacJ..
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Consider the Ravens.

according to thy words
I have considered thy birds;
And I find their lives good,
And better, the better understood ;
Sowing neither corn nor wheat,
They have all that they can eat;
Reaping no more than they sow,
They have all they can stow ;
Having neither barn nor store,
Hungry again, they eat more.

LORD,

Considering, I see, too, that they
Have a busy life, and plenty of play.
In the earth they dig their bills deep,
And work well, though they do not heap ;
Then to play in the air they are not loath,
And their nests between are better than both.
But this is when there blow no storms;
When berries are plenty in winter, and worms;
When their feathers are thick, and oil is enough
To keep the cold out, and the rain off.
If there should come a long, hard frost,
Then it looks as thy birds were lost.
But I consider further, and find
A hungry bird has a free mind;
He is hungry to-day, not to-morrow;
Steals no comfort, no grief doth borrow;
This moment is his, thy will hath said it;
The next is nothing till thou hast made it.
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Consider the Ravens (Continued).

THE bird has pain, but has no fear,
Which is the worst of any gear;
When cold and hunger and harm betide him,
He gathers them not to stuff inside him;
Content with the day's ill he has got,
He waits just, nor haggles with his lot,
Neither jumbles God's will
With driblets from his own still.
But next I see in my endeavor
That birds here do not live forever:
That cold.or hunger, sickness or age,
Finishes their earthly stage;
The rook drops without a stroke,
And never gives another croak;
Birds lie here, and birds lie there,
With little feathers all astare;
And in thy own sermon thou
That the sparrow falls dost allow.
It shall not cause me any alarm,
For neither so comes the bird to harm,
Seeing our Father, thou hast said,
Is by the sparrow's dying bed;
Therefore it is a blessed place,
And the sparrow in high grace.

It cometh, therefore, to this, Lord;
I have considered thy word,
And henceforth will be thy bird.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
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Goel's Care for Us.

A LITTLE sparrow twittered neat my door,
And to my ear
The meaning clearer came than e'er before,
And brought me. cheer ;
Not one of us without our Father's care
Falls to the earth ;
Why doubt his fonder care for you, who are
Of far more worth? ANNIE E. POULSON.
Brnns have their quiet nest,
Foxes their holes, and man his peaceful bed;
All creatures have their rest;
But Jesus had not where to lay his head.
And yet he came to give
The weary and the heavy laden rest,
To bid the sinner live,
And soothe our griefs to slumber on his breast.
J. S. MONSELL.

THE real things are inside. The real world is
the inside world. God is not up, nor down, but
zn the midst.
BE like the bird, that, halting in her flight
Awhile on boughs too slight,
Feels them give way beneath her, and yet sings,
Knowing that she hath wings.

to-morrow has two handles ; we can take
hold of the handle of anxiety or the handle of
faith.
EvERY
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God's Care for Us.

THE Lord knoweth when the rough wind bloweth
Upon the weary and the laden one;
With tender feeling for the suppliant kneeling,
He shields and strengthens till the storm is done.

Gon is tender, just like the prodigal son's
father, only this difference, that God has millions
of prodigals, and never gets weary of going out
to meet them and welcome them back, every one
as if he were the only prodigal son he ever had.
SELECTED.
MY child, though thy foes are strong and tried,
He loveth the weak and small;
The angels of heaven are on thy side,
And God is over all. ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness;
High on his heart he will bear it for thee,
Comfort thy sorrows and answer thy prayerfulness,
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.
J. S. B. MONSELL.
THE eyes of the Lord are over the righteous,
and his ears are open unto their prayers. . . Who
is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that
which is good?
1 PET. 3 : 12, 13.
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God's Care for Us.

Goo in his power keeps making more men,

Peopling the great world again and again;
Age after age, as the centuries roll,
Never he makes a mistake with a soul,
Never neglects them and never forgets.
Atoms in space from their birth to their end,
Dead or alive, he is always their friend.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

" I NEED oil," said.a monk ; so he planted him
an olive sapling. "Lord," he prayed, "it needs
rain ; " and the Lord sent a gentle shower. "Lord,
my tree needs sun ; " and the sun shone. " Now,
frost, my Lord ; " and behold, the little tree stood
sparkling with frost ; but at evensong it died.
Then the monk sought a brother monk, and told
his strange experience. "I, too, have planted a
little tree," he said, " and see, it thrives well ; but
I prayed: 'Lord, send it what it needs, storm or
sunshine. Thou hast made it, and thou dost
know.' "
Christian Age.
HE sees, he knows my every need,
Then why should I take careful heed?
He bids me cast on him my care,
And every burden he will bear.
MARIA A. WEST.
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THE world is wide
In time and tide,
And God is guide ;
Then do not hurry.

Worry.
That man is blest
Who does his best,
And leaves the rest;
Then do not worry.
C. F. DEEMS, D. D.

IT takes some people a long time to find out
that it never pays to worry.
The Ram's Horn.
HARDL y any one would claim that worrying
can be upheld by any good reason, or that it is
anything but useless and worse than useless.
Yet most people would keep on worrying just
the same. Some others would take refuge in a
practical fatalism and stoical indifference, striving to deaden their feelings to every interest that
could move them. That is worse than worrying.
It is plain that the trouble must be met in some
other way. The only effective way is Christ's.
He taught that the remedy for worry is trust in
the Father.
ARTHUR W. KELLY.
0 HEART of mine, we shouldn't
Worry so.
What we 've missed of calm we couldn't
Have, you know.
What we 've met of stormy pain,
And of sorrow's driving rain,
We can better meet again
If it blow.
JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY.
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Worry.

A DISPOSITION to complain only multiplies apparent causes for it. Too many seem to think
that complaining is so necessary a part of life
that they announce their freedom from their
usual bondage by saying that they have" nothing
to complain of."
Crowd out the worries by Christian activity.
Do good to some one less fortunate than yourself,
and thus consume the time you would otherwise
spend in worrying in making some one else
happier.
Christian Endeavour (London).
WE kneel how weak! we rise how full of power!
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong,
Or others, that we are not always strong,
That we are ever overborne with care,
That we should ever weak or heartless be,
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer,
And joy and strength and courage are with thee ?
TRENCH.
WHATE'ER the care which breaks thy rest,
Whate'er the wish that swells thy breast;
Spread before God that wish, that care,
And change anxiety to prayer.

CASTING all your care upon him, for he careth
PETER.
for you.
WHoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely,
and shall be quiet from fear of evil.
PROV. I: 33·
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Worrying.
June 8.
IT's good to put a bother away over night.
It all straightens out in the morning.
A. D. T. WHITNEY.
"Never meet trouble half way." It will come
soon enough, and then you will meet it where
God meant you should meet it, and where he
will help you to bear it.
SPURGEON.

GoD always gives us strength enough for the
day as he gives it with all that he puts into it.
But, if we insist on dragging back to-morrow's
cares and piling them on top of to-day's, the
strength will not be enough for the load. God
will not add strength just to humor our whims of
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
anxiety and distrust.
devil is close by when the Christian worries about things he can't help.
THE

DoN 1T worry about the opinions of others, but

live so that you can always respect yourself.
From The Ram's Horn.
BE still, my heart, these anxious cares
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares;
They cast dishonor on thy Lord,
And contradict his gracious word.
]OHN NEWTON.
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Cheerfulness.

MERRY

heart doeth good like a medicine.
SOLOMON.

KEEP your face with sunshine lit,
Laugh a little bit.
Gloomy shadows oft will flit
If you have the wit and grit
Just to laugh a little bit.

J.

EDMUND

V.

COOK.

WHAT though my lot is in lonely place,
And my spirit behind the bars?
All the long day I may look at the sun,
And at night look out at the stars.
Dear God, let me grow from day to day,
Clinging and sunny and bright.
Though planted in shade, thy window is near,
And my leaves may turn to the light.
MARY MAPES DODGE.
'T IS better to be glad for what is,
Than to sigh for the things which are not;
'T is better, braver, to reckon the joys
Than the troubles that fall to your lot.
SELECTED.

BE glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous :
and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in
DAVID.
heart.
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Cheerfulness.

THE man that has " seen a good deal of the
world " is not generally noted for a sunny disposition ; the man that has learned to see God in
the world, and to love to mark the signs of
God's entire control of everything, comes to gain
a firm faith in God's love as well as his power,
and to believe that all " things work together for
good to them that love him." In short, no one
can make the best of things but he that believes
that it is not for him to make the best of things,
that a loving Father has done that for him,
and that all that he has to do is to take things at
their best.
ARTHUR W. KELLY, in The Golden Rule.
THE weary world's a cheery place
For those with hearts to win it;
Thank God, there's not a human face
But has some laughter in it.
DORA READ GOODALE.
FoR the sake of those who love us,
For the sake of God above us,
Each and all should do their best
To make music for the rest.
SELECTED.
HE that is of a merry heart hath a continual
SOLOMON.
feast.
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Cheerfulness.

LOVE God and be cheerful: make brighter
The brightness that falls to your lot;
The rare or daily sent blessings
Profane not with gloom and with doubt.
ALWAYS do as the sun does, look at the bright
side of everything. It is so much better than to
look at the shady side.
FoR, we know, not every morrow
Can be sad;
So, forgetting all the sorrow
We have had,
Let us fold away our fears
And put by our foolish tears,
And through all the coming years
Just be glad.
}AMES WHITCOMB RILEY.
No one heart can be so happy that all hearts
may not have a share of it.
To my heart's voice I listened, listened,
When earthly pain knew heavenly balm,
When trouble deep knew deeper calm,
To my heart's voice I listened, listened,
And lo, it was a psalm,
A holy psalm.
REV. THEODORE MARSH.
THOU hast made him exceeding glad with thy
countenance.
DAVID.
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Children.

June J2.
PATIENCE

WITH

LOVE.

THEY have such tiny feet,
They have gone such a little way to meet
The years which are required to
Their steps to evenness, and make
Them go
More sure and slow !
They are such new young lives,
Surely their newness shrives
Them well of many sins. They see so much
That, being immortal, they would touch,
That, if they reach,
We must not chide, but teach.
They are such fond, clear eyes
That widen to surprise
At every turn; they are so often held
To sun or showers - showers soon dispelled
By looking in our face.
Love asks for such much grace.
They are such fair, frail gifts,
Uncertain as the rifts
Of light that lie along the sky;
They may not be here by and by.
Give them not love, but more - above
And harder-patience with the love.
GEORGE KINGSLEY.

0 BANISH the tears of children.
rains upon the blossoms are hurtful.

Continual
RICHTER.
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Children.

GoD sends children for another purpose than
merely to keep up the race, - to enlarge our
hearts, to make us unselfish and full of kindly
sympathies and affections, and to give our souls
higher aims. My soul blesses the great Father
every day, that he has gladdened the earth with
children.
MARY HOWITT.
IF I were to choose among all gifts and qualities that which, on the whole, makes life pleasantest, I should select the love of children. No
circumstance can render this world wholly a solitude to one who has this possession.
T. W. HIGGINSON.
CHILDREN are very nice observers, and they
will often perceive your slightest defects. In
general, those who govern children forgive nothing in them, but everything in themselves.
FENELON.
A TORN jacket is soon mended, but hard

words bruise the heart of a child.

LONGFELLOW.

WHOSOEVER shall not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.
MARK IO:. 15.
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The Truth.

HE who loves will rejoice in the truth; not in
this church's doctrine, or in that, but in "the
truth." He will accept only what is real ; he
will strive to get at facts ; he will search for
truth with an humble and unbiased mind, and
cherish whatever he finds at any sacrifice.
HENRY DRUMMOND.
HAPPY is he whom truth by itself doth teach,
not by figures and words that pass away, but as
in itself.
0 God who art the truth, make me one with
thee in everlasting love.
THOMAS .A KEMPIS.
HE that searches desires to find, and so far
takes the right course, for truth can never hurt
a man, though it may prejudice his vice and
his affected folly. In the inquiries after truth,
every man should have a traveller's indifference,
wholly careless whether this or that be the right
way, so he may find it. For we are not to choose
the way because it looks fair, but because it leads
JEREMY TAYLOR.
surely.
AND ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.
JOHN 8 : 3 2.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

June JS.

I 67

Truth.

GoD is truth. To be true, to hate every form
of falsehood, to live a brave, true, real life, that
is to love God.
F . W . R OBERTSON.
GoD says, Act ; make the life true, and the'1
you will be able to believe. Live in earnest,
and you will know the answer to " What is
truth?"
F. W. ROBERTSON.
CROSS people are hardly ever hypocrites.
Temper generally goes with truth, I think. Only
truth, clear through, ought to conquer-it.
A. D. T. WHITNEY.
WHAT is truth ? The question was proposed
at a deaf and dumb institution, when one of the
boys drew a straight line. And what is falsehood ? The answer was a crooked line.
"ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS."
LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle?
who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
He that
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness,
and speaketh the truth in his heart.

Ps. 15: 1,

2.
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Ready.

READY to hear what the Master shall speak,
Ready each day his good pleasure to seek,
Swift to "do good and distribute " to all,
Ready to rescue the tempted who fall.
Ready to run when the message is " Go " ;
Willing to wait if he orders it so;
Ready to sow, or to reap, or to glean;
Faithful and true, though the work be unseen.
Ready for service that others may shun,
Finishing work by another begun,
Ready for rest, 0 the infinite bliss !
Saviour and Lord, make us ready for this.
JULIA H. JOHNSON, in" THE MESSAGE."
"READY, 0 Master!" with eager lip
We cried when the day was new;
"And whatsoever thy high commands,
Thy servants are waiting with willing hands,
Prepared both to dare and do."
Softly the answer came, " 0 child,
Not such is my will for thee,
But only to stand in thy quiet lot,
Doing its duties, and questioning not
What the wherefore or end may be."
From " THE SHADOW OF THE RocK."
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Ready.

IF he only find us ready,
In the morning's happy light,
In the strong and fiery noontide,
Or the coming of the night;
If he only find us waiting,
Listening to his sudden call,
Then his coming when we think not
Is the sweetest hope of all.
From "THE UPLANDS OF GoD."

" BE ye also ready."

As a wise teacher is
always ready for visitors, as a scholar should be
ready for examinations, in some such plain,
business-like way as this let us keep our spiritual
life, so that we shall be ready for our Lord's
coming, in any way he chooses to come.
SELECTED.
remember that I may be the next
To come in at the door,
To call you from your busy work
For evermore ;
As you work, your heart must watch;
For the door is on the latch
In your room,
And it may be in the morning
I will come.
MRS. B. A. MACANDREW,
in" THE CHANGED CROSS."
BUT
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MESSAGE

Our Work.

ADMITTED into divine fellowship of work !
Will not this thought ennoble everything he
gives us to do to-day?
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
WORK on, work on; the day is flying,
And scanty time at most we give ;
For some are dead and some are dying,
But all who hear the message live.
W. B. M. CALENDAR.
work which we count so hard to do,
He makes it easy, for he works too;
The days that are long to Jive are his,
A bit of his bright eternities,
And close to our need his helping is.

THE

SUSAN COOLIDGE.

"Mv Father's business." God's business is
ours; we have no right to any other. We have
no right to concern ourselves, worry ourselves,
use ourselves, in employments that do not advance
God's interests. This is a busy world, but most
men are busybodies, and not God's business
men. " One thing I do," must yet be the business trade-mark of all Christians, as it was Paul's.
AMOS R. WELLS, in The Golden Rule.
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Our Work.

No man is born into this world whose work is
not born with him; there is always work, and
tools to work withal, for those who will.
}AMES RUSSELL LOWELL.
IT is time to be brave. It is time to be true,
It is time to be finding the thing you can do.
It is time to put by the dream and the sigh,
And work for the cause that is holy and high.
ANON.
WHAT news in heaven do the angels tell
Because I toiled for the Master well?
What bolted heart has unlocked its door?
What wayward feet go astray no more?
What wasted life to the truth has come?
What lost one found has been brought back home?
The Advance.
ONE by one thy duties wait thee,
Let thy whole strength go to each ;
Let no future dreams elate thee ;
Learn thou first what these can teach.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
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Work.

WHAT shall we do, that we might work the works
of God? Jesus answered, and said unto them,
This is the work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent.
JoHN.
I

glad a task to me is given,
To labor at day by day;
For it brings me health and strength and hope,
And I cheerfully learn to say,
"Head, you may think; Heart, you may feel;
But, Hand, you shall work alway."
LOUISA M. ALCOTT.
AM

I THINK it wisest in a man to do his work in
the world as quietly and as well as he can, without much heeding the praise or dispraise.
TENNYSON.
HA VE something to do. Whether you are rich
or poor, have some useful employment. And let
it be some fixed task, which you cannot shirk at
a moment's notice. Carlyle compares the work of
this world to an immense hand-barrow with innumerable handles, of which there is one for
every human being. But there are some people,
he says, so lazy that they not only let go their
handle, but they jump upon the barrow and increase the weight. Don't let go the handle.
There is abundance of work in this busy world
for every one who has a human heart.
DAVID PRYDE.
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Work.

I DO the work he gives to me,
Not heeding what or where it be;
And more my Father will not ask
Than that I do my daily task.
MARIA

A.

WEST.

must be here to work;
And men who work can only work for men;
And, not to work in vain, must comprehend
Humanity, and so work humanly
And raise men's bodies, still, by raising souls,
As God did first.

WE

JULIET SEWELL BALDWIN.
WHAT we want is the single eye, that we may
see what our work is; the humility to accept it,
however lowly; the faith to do it for God; the
perseverance to go on till death.
NORMAN McLEOD, D. D.
WORK is only done well when it is done with
a will ; and no man has a thorough! y sound will
unless he knows he is doing what he should, and
in his place.
JoHN RUSKIN.

in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in
the commandments, to seek his God, he did it
with all ht's heart, and prospered.
AND

2

CHRON. 31: 21.
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Work.

I AM willing to work, but I want work that I
can put my heart into, and feel that it does me
good, no matter how hard it is.
LOUISA M. ALCOTT.
IT may be proved with much certainty that
God intends no man to live in this world without
working, but it seems to me no less evident that
he intends every man to be happy in his work.
RUSKIN.

A READY hand, an obedient heart, and a willing, cheerful soul, in all the work of God, and in
every office of religion, is a great index of a good
proficient in the ways of godliness.
JEREMY TAYLOR.

DEAR is the work he gives in many a varied way;
Little enough in itself, yet something for every day.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
HE has a special work for each; of what matter is it that one lights a busy thoroughfare with
its crowds, whilst another illumines the portals
of his home, where .penitents come trembling one
by one? It is enough if only he is satisfied.
The soldier's one aim is to please him that hath
chosen him to be a soldier, whether it be in leading the charge or standing sentry near his
prince's tent.
REV. F. B. MEYER, in The Golden Rule.
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My Work.

to thee, 0 Lord, for strength and patience
To do thy will;
Help me, 0 Father, in this world of duty
My place to fill.
COME

I may not go and labor in thy vineyard
Where through long hours
Brave men and women toil, and from thy presses
The red wine pours.
My work at home lies with the olive-branches,
My field is there ;
To train them fitly for the heavenly garden
Needs all my care.
I may not in the woods and on the mountains
Seek thy lost sheep;
At home a tender little flock of lambkins
'Tis mine to keep.
Thou givest us, thy servants, each our life-work;
No trumpet tone
Shall tell the nations, in triumphant pealing,
How mine was done.
MRS. M. P. HANDY.

your niche and fill it. If it be ever so
little, if it is only to be hewer of wood or drawer
of water, do something in the great battle for
God and truth.
SPURGEON.
No man is grown in grace, but he that is
ready for every work, that chooses not his employment, that refuses no imposition from God
or his superior.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
FIND
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Building.

SouLs are built as temples are, Here a carving rich and quaint,
There the image of a saint,
Here a deep-hued pane to tell
Sacred truth or miracle.
Every little helps the much;
Every careful, careless touch
Adds a charm, or leaves a scar.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
LET every man take heed how he buildeth.
Other foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Now if any man build upon this foundation
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble ;
every man's work shall be made manifest.
PAUL.

BUILDING up the being that we are;
Deeply drinking in the soul of things,
We shall be wise perforce; and, while inspired
By choice, and conscious that the will is free,
Shall move unswerving, even as if impelled
By strict necessity, along the path of order,
Of order and of good.
WORDSWORTH.

now, brethren, I commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an inheritance
PAUL.
among all them which are sanctified.
AND
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Building.

EACH day of our mortal life,
Each hour of the crowded day,
In joy of soul or in pain and dole,
The walls of a house we lay.
Each duty shirked or met,
Each aim and each purpose willed,
Each thought and care, each word and prayer,
Is wrought in the house we build.
Shape thou thy bricks with care,
Lay true to plumb and line,
And there shall not stand in any land
A worthier house than thine.
The silver and gold are his,
The heart and the hand are ours;
Grudge not thy work, nor faint, nor shirk,
But freely spend thy powers;
Lay straight and true and square,
And, built of the earthly clod,
Not otherwise shall thy courses rise,
Than a temple reared to God.

Now therefore we are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints,
and of the household of God ; and are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone ;
in whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord.
PAUL.
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Sunday.

THIS is the day the Lord hath made :
He calls the hours his own ;
Let heaven rejoice, let earth be glad,
And praise surround the throne.

WATTS.
THE longer I live, the more highly do I estimate the Christian Sabbath, and the more grateful I feel towards him who impresses its importance on the community.
DANIEL WEBSTER.
SUNDAY is the golden clasp
That binds together the volume of the week.
LONGFELLOW.
rest should be like our Sabbath, - a beginning of the days. . . . When Christ rose
from the dead, the first day of the week became
the hallowed one, consecrated to life and rest
and joy. And from that living, joyful rest in
him, the whole being energized and fitted for its
task, the soul can go on serving him to the end.
SARAH F. SMILEY.
OUR

REMEMBER the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work:
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord
thy God.
Exon. 20: 8, 9, 10.
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Sunday.

I HOLD that a world without a Sabbath would
be like a man without a smile, like a summer
without flowers, and like a homestead without a
garden. It is the joyous day of the whole week.
Men, however, feel, "Why, I thought the Sabbath day was holy. I was taught that it was
wicked to laugh or whistle till after sundown.
But now I perceive that I was wrongly instructed,
and that I can do what I please without committing any crime."
You may not break Sunday, but you may do
great mischief. You have no right to take a liberty
without thinking that there are children around
you, and considering what effect your example
is going to have on them. You are going to
hold this liberty of the Sabbath day - if you
choose to take it - subject to this law of edificaBEECHER.
tion.
S UNDA vs the pillars are
On which heaven's palace arched lies;
The other days fill up the spare
And hollow room with vanities,
In God's rich garden, that is here bare,
Which parts their ranks and orders.
From" THE SHADOW OF THE ROCK."

To-MORROW is the rest of the holy sabbath
unto the Lord.
MosEs.
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Sunday.

0 SABBATH rest by Galilee,
0 calm of hills above,
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee
The silence of eternity,
Interpreted by love.
Drop thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease ;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of thy peace.
WHITTIER.

You keep the Sabbath in imitation of God's
rest. Do, by all manner of means, and keep
also the rest of the week in imitation of God's
work.
RUSKIN.
VERILY my sabbaths ye shall keep; for it is a
sign between me and you throughout your generations ; that ye may know that I am the Lord
that doth sanctify you. Six days may work be
done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest,
holy to the Lord.
ExoDus.

SAVIOUR, may our Sabbaths be
Days of joy and peace in thee,
Till in heaven our souls repose,
Where the Sabbaths ne'er shall close.
S. F. SMITH, D. D.
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Fear.

"THEY were sore afraid." One of the chief
things to be afraid of is fear of the wrong things,
- fear, for instance, of being found out, and not
fear of sinning; fear of men's disapproval, but
not of God's ; fear of death, but not of an evil
life ; fear of good angels, but not of bad men.
AMOS R. WELLS.
"FEAR thou God." This is the end of the
whole matter.
The man who fears God will
treat his neighbor aright. He will take care of
his own body; he will be just in his dealings
with all men. To see this life aright, see the life
SELECTED.
beyond.
IF you are afraid in the dark, do more praying
when the sun is shining.
The Ram's Horn,
NOT to fear where there is occasion is as great
a weakness as to fear unduly, without reason.
God planted fear in the souls as truly as he·
planted hope or courage. Fear is a kind of bell
or gong, which rings the mind into quick life
and avoidance upon the approach of danger. It
is the soul's signal for rallying.
BEECHER.
FEAR not, I am with thee; 0 be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid.
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand.
G. KEITH.
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]Esus, I thought I loved thee;

Prayers.

I remember well
That day when thou didst hold
My trembling fingers in thy pierced hand,
And take me for thine own,
And I did love thee This poor heart beat true ;
It was no fancied echo, when the voice
That spoke thee mine
Responded, " I am thine ! "
But 0 my Master, can I dare to tell,
Thy faithless child has loved thy gifts too well?
I looked on all things beautiful and rare, I hid me from the rude and vulgar throng,
And hoped it was thy will
That I might turn away from common men,
And love thee still.
I dwelt among the pleasant sounds of life;
I did not like the turmoil and the strife
To come too near;
And thou wast in the thickest battle-tide
When thou didst call thy servant to thy side;
But I was too far off,
And so I did not hear.
My Lord ! I will come nearer. I will take my seat
Close to thy feet.
I will come down where the gray shadows lie,
And there I'll listen - listen every day
To hear thy voice !
From "PRAYERS FROM THE POETS."

THE PARABLE OF THE LOST PIECE
OF MONEY.

From painting by Millais.
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Warfare.

I LIKE the man who faces what he must
With step triumphant and a heart of cheer,
Who fights the daily battle without fear;
Sees his hope fail, yet keeps unfaltering trust
That God is God; that somehow true and just
His plans work out for mortals.
SARAH K. BOLTON.

THE day is long, and the day is hard;
We are tired of the march and of keeping guard,
Tired of the sense of a fight to be won,
Of days to live through and of work to be done,
Tired of ourselves, and of being alone.
And all the while, did we only see,
We walk in the Lord's own company ;
We fight, but 'tis he who nerves our arm,
He turns the arrows which else might harm,
And out of the storm he brings a calm.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

FIGHT the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, whereunto thou art also called.
PAUL.

be the Lord, my strength, which
teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to
fight.
DAVID.
BLESSED
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Warfare.
CHRISTIAN, dost thou see them
On the holy ground,
How the troops of Midian
Prowl and prowl around?
Christian, up and smite them,
Counting gain but loss ;
Smite them by the merit
Of the holy cross.
Christian, dost thou hear them,
How they speak thee fair ?
"Always fast and vigil?
Always watch and prayer?"
Christian, answer boldly,
" While I breathe I pray; "
Peace shall follow battle,
Night shall end in day.
Translated by JOHN M. NEALE.
WE little dream of the conflict
Fought in each human soul,
And earth knows not of her heroes
Upon God's honor-roll.
REV. E. E. REXFORD.

FoR the weapons of our warfare are not car-

nal, but mighty through God to the pulling down
of strongholds.
PAUL.
WHATSOEVER is born of God overcometh the
world ; and this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith.
JOHN.
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God Our Strength.

STRONG in the Lord of hosts,
And in his mighty power,
Who in the strength of Jes us trusts
Is more than conqueror.
Stand, then, in his great might,
With all his strength endued,
And take, to arm you for the fight,
The panoply of God.

WESLEY.

GIVE me the wings of faith to rise
Within the veil, and see
The saints above, how great their joys,
How bright their glories be.
I ask them whence their victory came;
They with united breath
Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to his death.
ISAAC WATTS.

IN all these things we are more than conquerp AUL.
ors through him that loved us.
AND a crown was given unto him : and he
went forth conquering, and to conquer.
REV. 6: 2.
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Christian Patriotism.
Gon bless our native land,
Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do thou our country save
By thy great might.

For her our prayers shall rise
To God above the skies;
On him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh,
Guarding with watchful eye,
To thee aloud we cry,
God save the state.
C. T. BROOKS, D. D., and JOHN S. DWIGHT.

Christ said, " Seek ye first the kingdom
of God," he meant it; meant it for a man, for a state,
for a nation, for a world ; and man, state, nation,
world, that is seeking first a score of other kingdoms, and trying to sift in a little of God's kingdom through it all, can never get within sight of
real greatness unless it gets back to God's road.
REv. W. J. McKITTRICK.
WHEN

DowN the dark future, through long generations,
The sounds of war grow fainter, and then cease;
And, like a bell, with solemn sweet vibrations,
I hear once more the voice of Christ say, Peace.
LONGFELLOW.
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Christian Patriotism.

BLESSED is the nation whose God is the Lord ;
and the people whom he hath chosen for his own
DAVID.
inheritance.
OUR fathers to their graves have gone;
Their strife is past, their triumph won;
But sterner trials wait the race
Which rises in their honored place, A moral warfare with the crime
And folly of an evil time.
So let it be. In God's own might
We gird us for the coming fight,
And strong in him whose cause is ours,
In conflict with unholy powers,
We grasp the weapons he has given, The light and truth and love of heaven.

WHITTIER.

"YouR sins have withholden good from you."
All history is but a commentary on this verse. A
nation is not permanently prosperous because
of the vast extent of her fertile acres, because
of her genial climate or inexhaustible resources.
There is another element which enters in to
make a nation strong or weak, powerful or puny.
We may say it is the only element, because it is
God. There is a God of nations, and upon every
page of history since time began is stamped this
legend : " Your sins have withholden good from
you."
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
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Christian Patriotism.

"OUR land for Christ," our rallying-cry;
" Christ for our land," our hearts reply,
And lift to heaven an earnest plea
That he its Lord and King will be.
'Tis ours his banner to display,
With loyal hearts his will obey,
Lift high the standard of his love,
As forth at his command we move.
To give the gospel of his grace
To men of every tongue and race,
Who from all climes have hither come,
To find in this fair land a home.
MRS. G. M. LANE.
OUR father's God, to thee,
Author of liberty,
To thee we sing;
Long may our land be bright
With freedom's holy light;
Protect us by thy might,
Great God, our King!

s.

F.

SMITH,

D. D.

Now may the God above
Guard the dear lands we love,
Or east or west.
Let love more fervent glow,
As peaceful ages go,
And strength yet stronger grow,
Blessing and blest.
PROF. GEORGE HUNTINGTON.
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Our Country.

OUR heritage is independence, originality, selfreliance, and sympathetic energy, animated by
a strong ethical instinct ; and these are forces
which can produce a higher and broader civilization than the world has yet seen if we choose to
have it so.
ROBERT GRANT.
THE Lord of hosts, in whom alone our weakness shall
be strong,
Shall lead us on to conquest with a mighty battlesong;
And soon the warfar,e shall be past, the glorious
triumph won,
The kingdoms of this world shall be the kingdoms
of his Son.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
0, KEEP your armor bright,
Sons of those mighty dead,
And guard ye well the right,
For which such blood was shed.
Your starry flag shall only wave
O'er freedom's home, or o'er your grave.
MRS. BOTTA.
SHALL thy line of battle falter,
With its allies just in view?
0, by heart and holy altar,
My fatherland, be true !
Fling abroad thy scrolls of freedom,
Speed them onward far and fast;
Over hill and valley speed them,
WHITTIER.
Like the sibyl's on the blast.
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Our Country.

THERE are multitudes in whose ear has been
sounding as with cataract roar this tremendous
truth spoken by the voice of God himself : " Obey
my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be
my people;" and yet they have never heard it.
Who, when he stops to look and listen, can
doubt that Jeremiah is right ? Who can doubt
that if to-morrow the United States of America,
or Great Britain with all her colonies, should become in very truth God-fearing nations, Christian nations in every act as well as in name,
they would enter upon such a career of dazzling
prosperity as the world has never seen ? The
millions of dollars spent for strong drink would
be consecrated to noble uses instead ; the millions of lives more than wasted in debauchery
and sin would be redeemed, and would contribute to the building up and not the pulling down
of the state ; and the energies of the nation,
now running to waste, would be conserved and
used for the best good of the nation.
You are peforming a patriot's duty when you
are leading one soul to Christ, when in any way
you are turning the feet of the people back to
God. That is Christian citizenship. That is
true loyalty.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
RIGHTEOUSNESS exalteth a nation, but sin is a
reproach to any people.
SOLOMON.
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Difficulties.

DIFFICULTIES and ever greater difficulties form
a large part of all useful training. We cannot
have the graces of the Christian life without the
means that go to the making of those graces.
We never shall have faith that is strong if we
can always see every step ahead; it is of little
use to pray for patience, and then chafe under
every trial of patience. It is granted the Christian to come off more than conqueror in every
struggle, not simply because every strife adds to
his powers, but because he is ever learning the
power of his Lord ready to be given to him.
ARTHUR W. KELLY, in The Golden Rule.
DIFFICULTIES are the stones out of which all
God's houses are built.
FABER.
0 THAT we could lay it to heart that the day
will never come in which there will not be something to vex and weary ! The day will never
come in this world that will make the soul happy
and complete, and all this just because God does
not intend that such a day should ever come.
All because this world was never meant for our
rest, and whenever it is beginning to grow too
like our rest, God will send us something to remind us that it is not.
CHRYSOSTOM.
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Steadfastness.

So, if the now seem cruel and hard,
Endure it with thoughts of the afterward ;
And be sure that each task is clearly set
To brace thee for other tasks harder yet.
Train the stout muscles of thy will
In the daily grapples with daily ill,
Till, strong to wrestle, and firm to abide,
Thou shalt smile at the turbulent Jordan tide.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

THERE is many a Christian who feels the irksomeness of the duties of life, and feels his
spirit revolting from them. To get up every
morning with a firm resolve to find pleasure in
those duties, and to do them well, and finish the
work which God has given us to do, that is to
drink Christ's cup.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
IF thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out
thine hands toward him; if iniquity be in thine
hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness
dwell in thy tabernacles. For then shalt thou
lift up thy face without spot ; yea, thou shalt be
steadfast.
JOB 11 : 13-15.
SETTLE and fix my wavering heart,
0 blessed Christ, on thee ;
And let it never more depart,
Nor ever changeful be.
W. H. PORTER.
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Opportunity.

in watching opportunity ; tact and
daring in seizing upon opportunity; force and
persistence in crowding opportunity to its utmost
of possible achievement, - these are the martial
virtues which must command success.
VIGILANCE

AUSTIN PHELPS.

AH, woe for the word that is never said
Till the ear is deaf to hear,
And woe for the lack to the fainting head
Of the ringing shout of cheer !
For baffling most in this dreary world,
With its tangles small and great,
Is that bitterest grief, too deep for tears,
Of the help that comes too late.
From

by MARGARET E. SANGSTER.
Copyright, 1893, by Harper & Brothers.

"ON THE ROAD HOME,"

Too often God's ships come laden to our
wharves, but we are not there to discharge
them. Too often his carriers bring love-letters,
but we are asleep and they pass our doors. Too
often his showers pass over our hills, but we do
not catch their blessed fulness to fertilize and
enrich our fields.
REv. F. B. MEYER.
I MUST work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh when no man
can work.
JOHN 9 : 4.
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Opportunities.

BUT yesterday, but yesterday,
She stood beside our dusty way,
Outreaching for one moment's space
The key to fortune's hiding-place.
With wistful meanings in her eyes,
Her radiance veiled in dull disguise,
A moment paused, then turned and fled,
Bearing her message still unsaid.
And we - our eyes were on the dust;
Still faring on as fare all must
In the hot glare of midday sun
Until the weary way be done.
So, fast and far she sped and flew
Into the depths of ether blue;
And we, too late, make bitter cry,
" Come back, dear Opportunity ! "
SUSAN COOLIDGE,

AN opportunity is like a pin in the sweepings ;
you catch sight of it just as it flies away from
you and gets buried agam.
WE should waste no moment in weak regret
If we had but a day,
If what we remember and what we forget
Went out with the sun.
We should be from our clamorous selves set free
To work or to pray,
To be what the Father would have us to be,
If we had but a day.
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Opportunities.

THE spectre that I am most afraid of at the
last is the spectre of lost opportunities. The
keenest regrets that I feel to-day are born of
neglected duties, for immortal souls that are
now beyond my reach.
T. L. CUYLER, D. D.
WE each have all the time there is; our mental and moral status is determined by what we do
with it.
MARY BLAKE.
"OMISSION of good is commission of evil." In
other words, omitted duty is committed sin.
How this should humble us when making confession of sin ! Who can measure what he might
have done?
SPURGEON.
How careful one ought to be to be kind and
thoughtful to one's old friends! It is so soon
too late to be good to them, and then one is
always so grieved.
SARAH ORNE JEWETT.
SWEET friend, perchance both thou and I,
Ere love is past forgiving,
Should take the earnest lesson home, Be patient with the living.
From

by MARGARET E. SANGSTER.
Copyright, 18<)3, by Harper & Brothers.

"ON THE RoAo HoMn,"
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Our Stronghold.
A

stronghold our God is still,
A trusty shield and weapon ;
He'll help us clear from all the ill
That hath us now o'ertaken.
The ancient prince of hell
Hath risen with purpose fell;
Strong mail of craft and power
He weareth in this hour;
On earth is not his fellow.
SAFE

God's word, for all their craft and force,
One moment shall not linger,
But spite of hell shall have its course ;
'Tis written by his finger.
And though they take our life,
Goods, honor, children, wife,
Yet is their profit small;
These things shall vanish all,
The city of God remaineth.
MARTIN LUTHER.

name of the Lord is a strong tower : the
righteous runneth into it, and is safe.
THE

PROV. 18:

IO.

BE thou my strong rock, for a house of defence to save me. For thou art my rock and my
DAVID.
fortress.
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Lost Opportunities.

GoD sets before his servants many an open door
of usefulness. It is safe to enter the nearest one.
He who passes by an opportunity to do good in
order to find a better one will search in vain. It
is
busy workman who gets called to higher
service.
TO-DAY

Slips quickly by- to-morrow's but a link;
And, while we idly dally, dream, or think,
Our golden opportunity goes by.
MRS. E. V.

HILL.

No wave on the great ocean of time, when once
it has floated past us, can be recalled. All we
can do is to watch the new form and motion of
the next, and launch upon it, to try, in the manner
our best judgment may suggest, our strength and
skill.
GLADSTONE.
You learned of a neighbor in trouble. It was in
your thought to go to him to offer him help. But
you did not do it. The day closed, and there was
that brotherly kindness that you ought to have
done left undone. Yonder, at the ending of the
day, your neighbor is still bowing in the darkness,
beneath his burdens. He might have been rejoicing, had it not been for your sin of omission.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
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Our Father.

GoD is my Father, and, however fickle, feeble,
wayward, and unworthy, I am his child. He
uses the rod of a father, that he may not use the
sword of a judge. I will therefore arise and go
to my Father; I will plead with him for grace,
that I may approve the discipline, kiss the rod,
and bless the hand that strikes me. 0 my
Father, let thy child lay his aching head on thy
bosom, soothe me with one of thy sweet words,
assure me of thy love, and enable me lovingly to
accept of thy correction.
REv. G. SMITH.
I USED to think the Lord's Prayer was a short
prayer; but, as I live longer and see more of life,
I begin to believe there is no such thing as getting
through it. If a man, in praying that prayer,
were to be stopped by every word until he had
thoroughly prayed it, it would take him a lifetime. " Our Father" - there would be a wall a
hundred feet high in just those two words to most
men. If they might say, " Our Tyrant," or " Our
Monarch," or even " Our Creator," they could
get along with it; but "Our Father" - why, a
man is almost a saint who can pray that.
HENRY WARD BEECHER.
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Our Father.

THE words " Our Father " are the key to the
whole prayer, to all prayer. It takes time, it
takes life, to study them; it will take eternity to
understand them fully. The knowledge of God's
Father-love is the first and simplest, but also the
last and highest lesson in the school of prayer.
ANDREW MURRAY.
WILL a man ever love his enemies? He may
come to do good to them that hate him ; but
when will he pray for them that despitefully use
and persecute him? When he is the child of
his Father in heaven.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
"0 LORD, thou art our Father." Thou art
our Father by a more excellent mercy, adopting
us in a new birth, to become partakers of the inheritance of Jesus; thou hast given us the portion and the food of sons ; 0, make us to do the
duty of sons, that we may never lose our title to
JEREMY TA vLOR.
so glorious an inheritance.
HE that hath seen me hath seen the Father;
and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and
the Father in me?
JoHN 14: 9, 10.
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The Kingdom of God.

THE kingdom of God is not going to religious
meetings and hearing strange religious experiences; the kingdom of God is doing what is
right, living at peace with all men, being filled
with joy in the Holy Ghost.
HENRY DRUMMOND.
PHILEMON had gone forth to see the world,
and he had seen it; and he had learnt that God's
kingdom was not a kingdom of fanatics yelling
for a doctrine, but of willing, loving, obedient
hearts.
CHARLES KINGSLEY.
THE world will never be right till the mind of
God is the measure of things, and the will of God
the law of things. In that kingdom of heaven
nothing else is acknowledged.
And till that
kingdom come, the mind and will of God must,
with those who look for the kingdom, override
every other way of feeling, thinking, and judging.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
THY kingdom come, with power and grace,
To every heart of man;
Thy peace and joy and righteousness
In all our bosoms reign.
C. WESLEY.

THE years of God are full and satisfying;
each soul shall have its turn ; it is his good pleasure to give us the kingdom.
A. D. T. WHITNEY.
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Thy Kingdom Come.

WE pray for his kingdom to come,
For his reign upon earth as in heaven;
We ask that his will may be done,
And his grace to our souls may be given;
But nothing is gained by the prayer
If 't is only a meaningless word,
Not unless we are ready to share
In bringing the year of our Lord.
C. B. LEROW.

Tms is the beginning of all gospels - that the
kingdom of heaven is at hand just where we are.
It is just as near as our work is, for the gate of
heaven for each soul lies in the endeavor to do
that work perfectly.
WILLIAM c. GANNETT.
REPENT ! repent ! repent !
For the kingdom of God is at hand,
And all the land
Full of the knowledge of the Lord
shall be
As the waters cover the sea,
And encircle the continent.
Repent! repent! repent!
For lo! the hour appointed,
The hour so long foretold
By the prophets of old,
The Desire of the nations is nigh !
LONGFELLOW.
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July 20.

WHY they have never known the way before,
Why hundreds stand outside thy mercy's door,
I know not ; but I ask, dear Lord,
That thou
Wouldst lead them now.
C. C. FRAZER TYTLER.
him shall prayer unceasing,
And daily vows ascend ;
His kingdom still increasing,
A kingdom without end ;
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever;
That name to us is love.
FoR

}AMES MONTGOMERY.

GoD reigns in the hearts of his servants: there
is his kingdom. The power of grace hath subdued all his enemies : there is his power. They
serve him night and day, and give him thanks
and praise ; that is his glory.
JEREMY TAYLOR.

I THOUGHT it good to show the signs and
wonders that the high God hath wrought toward
me. How great are his signs I and how mighty
are his wonders I his kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to
DAN. 4: 2, 3.
generation.
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Service.

THERE is no service like his that serves because he loves.
SIR PHILIP SIDNEY.
NOT happiness apart from service, but the
happiness of added service, is God's reward to
him who serves faithfully.
w. B. M. CALENDAR.
AT best our least endeavor,
Must faint and fail forever,
Without God's guiding finger to point the how or
where.
Then let us choose his choosing,
All selfish choice refusing,
Nor question which is better, to serve him here or
there.
MARGARET J. PRESTON.
AH, grand is the world's work, and noble, forsooth,
The doing one's part, be it ever so small !
You reaping with Boaz, I gleaning with Ruth,
Are honored by serving, yet servants of all.
Is toil but a treadmill? Think not of the grind,
But think of the grist, what is done and to do,
The world growing better, more like to God's
mind,
By long, faithful labor of helpers like you.
]AMES BUCKHAM.

204

July 22.

A DAILY MESSAGE

Service.

SIMPLE service, done as in his sight,
Grows every day in length and breadth and height.
SELECTED.
"WHATSOEVER he saith unto you, do it." What
does he - the God - say unto you ? Each man
may hear the voice of God to himself through
his conscience.
Is he cal"ling you into more
active service, into a closer following after him ?
Are you doing it ?
SELECTED.
Go, labor on, spend and be spent,
Thy joy to do the Father's will;
It is the way the Master went;
Should not the servant tread it still?
BONAR.
0 MASTER, let me walk with thee
In lowly paths of service free ;
Tell me thy secret; help me bear
The strain of toil, the fret of care.
WASHINGTON GLADDEN, D. D.
THERE seems to be something learned at
Lovedale that one did not and could not know
elsewhere; something of the wants of men, and
of the work of our Lord, and of the devotion of
his servants. Yet it is the same things we see
here as at home; everything goes to tell us that
it is one service the wide world over, and that it
matters very little in which part of it one is
engaged.
ROBERT w. BARBOUR.
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Service..

AND yet he does love service where 'tis given
By grateful love that clothes itself in deed;
But work that's done beneath the scourge of duty,
Be sure to such he gives but little heed.
From "AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE."
I AM ashamed, dear Lord, they are so few ;
Yet do I know, thy pitying love perceivesSearching this heart of mine all through and
throughN ot what I did, but what I tried to do;
Accept my sheaves.
MRS. MARY SPRING WALKER.
GOD has so ordered that we cannot love and
serve him, and not also love and serve our
fellow men. If we say we love him, he points
to the needy, the hungry, the sick, the burdened
ones, the suffering, all about us, and says: "Show
your love to these. I do not need service now,
but these need it. Serve them in my name.
Look at each one of them as if I were myself the
one in pain or need, and do for these, my brethren, just what you would do for me as if I were
We cannot get away
actually in their
from this relationship to Christ. It binds us to
every other life. To act selfishly towards any one
is to act selfishly towards Christ. To neglect any
one that needs our help is to neglect Christ himself. To do good to any other in Christ's name
is to serve Christ.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
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July 24.

AND though I daily, hourly fail
To bring my task to him complete,
And must with constant tears bewail
My failures at my Master's feet,
No other service would I ask,
Than this, my blessed, blessed task.
HARRIET McEWEN KIMBALL.
WHAT if the toil be hard and long,
And sometimes life seems dreary ?
They never know how sweet is rest
Who never have been weary.
God sends us everything in love,
But we in grief and blindness
Cast back his mercies in his face,
And call that love unkindness.
From "AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE."
WE need, each and all, to be needed,
To feel we have something to give
Toward soothing the moan of earth's hunger;
And we know that then only we live
When we feed one another as we have been fed,
From the hand that gives body and spirit their
bread.
LUCY LARCOM.

16irtbba:ps.
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Obedience to God.

A CHRISTIAN'S duties are just as much your
duties now as they will ever be, for it is your
first duty to be a Christian. The child cannot
get rid of the duty of obedience by running away
from home and hiding in the woods. It is just
as much his duty to obey his father when he stands
outside the door of his father's house as when
he stands within. You cannot get rid of any
real duty by remaining outside the family circle.
You are only failing in two things instead of one,
for the first duty is to enter in.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
OBEDIENCE is doing the will of God, because
it is his will ; and not only so far as we see the
fitness of it, or as it suits our own way of pleasing
ourselves.
T. ADAMS.
A NEGRO preacher thus addressed his audience: "Brethren," he said, in his broken way,
"whateber de good God tell me to do, in dis
blessed book," holding up at the same time an
old and evidently much-read Bible, " dat I'm
gwine to do. If I see in it that I must jump troo
a stone wall, I'm gwine to jump at it. Goin' troo
it belongs to God, jumpin' at it 'longs to me."
"ILLUSTRATIONS OF TRUTH."
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Obedience.

"NEVERTHELESS at thy word, I will."
Though
we can see a thousand reasons why the attempt
to do anything for Christ should fail, if we can
see the one opposing reason, -- that Christ desires
it, that one reason is more than all the rest. The
all-wise and all-powerful One desires it, - what
quick work that statement makes of our flimsy
excuses: "I have no talent that way; " "I am
too timid; " " There are plenty of others ; "
" Some other time ; " " It is impossible ! "
AMOS R. WELLS, in The Golden Rule.

Bv simplest acts of daily obedience, by continual efforts to be true, to speak truth, to follow
truth, you are to prove that Christ's word is
speaking to you, speaking in you ; you are to
show forth his risen life.
F. D. MAURICJ/
No thought, no word, no deed to-day,
Which may displease my blessed Lord;
No idle loitering by the way,
But sweetly trusting in thy word.
Whate'er my hands may find to do,
That may I do with all my might;
To-day, my Father, pure and true,
Grant I may walk with thee in white.
S. J. CURRIER.
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Obedience.

NOTHING can be love to God which does not
shape itself into obedience. F . W. R OBERTSON.
HENCEFORTH I learn that to obey is best,
And love with fear the only God, to walk
As in his presence, ever to observe
His providence, and on him sole depend.
MILTON.
OBEDIENCE is the road to all things. It is the
only way to grow able to trust God.
Love
and faith and obedience are sides of the same
prism.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
CHRISTIANS are Christians just in the measure
in which they are obedient. Faith is as obedient as it is confiding; love is as dutiful as it
is affectionate; humility is as submissive as it is
lowly; penitence is as much afraid of sinning as
it mourns for sin; joy is as quick to do the will
of God as it is enraptured and transporting; and
zeal is as warm and steadfast in opposing all that
is wrong as when it burns with its boldest and
most active spirituality. It is a dry doctrine, a
dead orthodoxy, no more resembling true piety
than a marble statue does a living man, that does
not express itself in obedience.
" SPIRITUAL GEMS OF THE AGES."
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The Lord Bows Down.

0,

THE Lord bows down to listen,
And the kingly head bows low,
To the prayers of his earthly children
That forever upward flow.
And the Lord in gladness hearkens
To the prayer of praise and love,
That roots and branches here on earth
And blooms in heaven above.

Yes, the Lord bows low to listen
To the prayer of grief and pain,
When the heart is hurt and broken,
And the tears fall down like rain.
And the Lord gives heed in mercy
To the prayer of sin and shame.
It was not to save the righteous,
But for sinners, that he came.
0, the Lord with love doth listen
To the prayers that upward roll,
From
weary, worn, and wretched,
That have naught beside the soul.
Now with blessings sweet he hears them,
And the joyful angels sing
When the prayers of little children
Float upward toward the King.
The Christian Herald.
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Who Knows?

WHO knows that from heaven we mortals
Are fenced with immensity's bars?
Who knows that the home of the blessed
Is farther away than the stars?
Who knows but the glory eternal
Folds us here, as the bright summer day
Folds the chrysalis dreaming in darkness
Of sunshine and flowers far away?
Perhaps the sweet songs of the angels
Swell round us unheard as we weep ;
Perhaps our lost loved ones lay softly
Their hands on our brows as we sleep.
Perhaps, if our eyes were but opened,
The visions of bliss would appear ;
Perhaps, while our hearts fail with longing,
The there that we sigh for is here.
REV. CHARLES

c.

TRACY.

How often do we look upon God as our last
and feeblest resource! We go to him because
we have nowhere else to go. And then we learn
that the storms of life have driven us, not on the
rocks, but unto the desired haven.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
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Meditation.

MEDITATION is done in silence. By it we
renounce our narrow individuality, and expatiate
into that which is infinite. Only in the sacredness of inward silence does the soul truly meet
the secret hiding God. The strength of resolve
which afterwards shapes life, and mixes itself
with action, is the fruit of those sacred, solitary
moments. There is a divine depth in silence.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
We meet God alone.
WE go to our prayers by chance, or order, or
by determination of accidental occurrences; and
we recite them as we read a book ; and sometimes we are sensible of the duty, and a flash of
lightning makes the room bright, and our prayers
end, and the lightning is gone, and we are as
dark as ever. We draw our water from standing
pools, which never are filled but with sudden
showers, and therefore we are dry so often ; ·
whereas, if we would draw water from the fountains of our Saviour, and derive them through the
channel of diligent and prudent meditations, our
devotion would be a continual current, and safe
against the barrenness of frequent droughts.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
MY meditation of him shall be sweet.

DAVID.
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Prayers.

MosT merciful Father, our life is one long
want, and thou only canst give us what we need.
We see thee in every blessing which enlarges and
comforts our life. We owe our lives to thee.
The bread and the water are thine. All the fruits
of the earth tell us how good thou art. All friendship, all family love, all union of hearts, we trace
to the abounding goodness of God. What shall
we say of thy love to us in Christ Jesus? Our
hearts are melted by this great love. May we
know the power of that love in our daily life.
Saviour of the world, abide with us; break our
bread, comfort our hearts, heal our sick ones, and
fill our souls with holy praise. Amen.
From The Congregationalist.
BLESSED Saviour, be our light this day and our
defence in all places. Spirit of the living God,
keep the door of our mouth, that we may speak
wisely with our lips, and when we know not what
to say give us the speech of true wisdom. In
the dullest places may we see somewhat of thy
beauty, and in the brightest scenes may we not
be unmindful of the instructive shadow. Feed
us with the bread of life. As we nourish the body,
may we not neglect the soul. God be merciful
unto us sinners ; wash us in the atoning blood of
Jes us Christ, the Sa vi our of the world. Amen.
From The Congregationalist.
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For Those at Sea.

ETERNAL Father, strong to save,
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave;
Who bidst the mighty ocean deep
I ts own appointed limits keep,
0, hear us when we cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea.
0 Saviour, whose almighty word
The winds and waves submissive heard;
Who walkedst on the foaming deep,
And calm amidst its rage did sleep,
0, hear us when we cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea.
WILLIAM WHITING.
0 LORD, be with us when we sail
Upon the lonely deep;
Our guard when on the silent deck
The midnight watch we keep.
We need not fear, though all around,
'Mid rising winds, we hear
The multitude of waters surge;
For thou, 0 God, art near.
EDWARD A. DAYMAN.

CHRIST AND ST. PETER.
From painting by Plockhont.
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Boatman's Hymn.

}Esus, bless our slender boat,
By the current swept along;
Loud its threatenings; let them not
Drown the music of a song
Breathed thy mercy to implore,
Where these troubled waters roar.
Thou who trodst the billowy sea,
Shield us in our jeopardy.
Guide our bark among the waves;
Through the rocks our passage smooth;
Where the whirlpool frets and raves,
Let thy love its anger soothe;
All our hope is placed in thee ;
WORDSWORTH.
Miserere, Domine.
WHETHER we make the port or no,
We cannot sail away
From God's dear love that goes with us
By night as well as day.
H. M. B., in The Sea Breeze.

WHo art the confidence of all the ends of the
earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea,
which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of
their waves, and the tumult of the people.
DAVID.
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Drifting.

THE great thing in this world is not so much
where we stand as in what direction we are moving. To reach the port of heaven, we must sail
sometimes with the wind and sometimes against
it; but we must sail, and not drift, nor lie at
anchor.
OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.
LIVE for something. Have a purpose,
And that purpose keep in view;
Drifting like a helmless vessel
Thou canst ne'er to self be true.
Half the wrecks that strew life's ocean,
If some star had been their guide,
Might have now been riding safely,
But they drifted with the tide. SELECTED.
AND so in the wearisome journey
Over life's troubled sea
I know not the way I am going,
But Jes us shall pilot me.
I see not the rocks and the quicksands,
For my sight is dull and dim;
But I know that Christ is my captain,
And I take my orders from him.
SELECTED.

HE that wavereth is like a wave of the sea,
driven of the wind and tossed.
JAS. I: 6.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

August 4.

2 I7

Thy Will Be Done.

" THY will be done, as in heaven, so on earth."
This petition is too frequently applied alone to
the suffering of the will of God. In heaven
God's will is done, and the Master teaches the
child to ask that the will may be done on earth
just as in heaven, in the spirit of adoring submission and ready obedience. Because the will
of God is the glory of heaven, the doing of it
is the blessedness of heaven.
ANDREW MURRAY.

then did they talk of a playground? or what
were they talking q,bout?
A place for spending days in, for running in and out ;
But might it be under his eyes like one somewhere
else they had seen,
Strong and sheltered and safe, but pleasant and wide
and green.
Whatever he wished it to be, they would play in it
under his eye ;
They would not have two playgrounds, one on earth
and one for the sky;
The same would do for both, and so the word was
given,
" Let us do what our Father likes, on earth as they
do it in heaven."
ROBERT w. BARBOUR.
AND

O LORD, if only my will may remain right and
firm towards thee, do with me whatsoever it shall
please thee. For it cannot be anything but good,
whatsoever thou shalt do with me.
THOMAS

A KEMPIS.
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The Grace of Our
Lord Jesus Christ.

FORTH from thy gracious presence, Lord, we go,
Once more along the world's untender ways;
We may not pause upon thy face to gaze,
Nor linger in thy happy courts, for lo,
Thou hast sent us, ambassadors, to show
Thee to the world that hath not known thy praise.
So to our homely tasks, our hurried days,
We turn again, since thou hast willed it so.
To make rough places plain, and crooked straight;
To help the weak; to envy not the strong;
To make the earth a sweeter .dwelling-place,
In little ways, or, if we may, in great,
And in the world to help the heavenly song.
We pray, Lord Jesus, grant to ·us thy grace!
MARY CHANDLER }ONES.
FATHER and Saviour, plant within each bosom
The seeds of holiness, and bid them blossom
In fragrance and in beauty bright and vernal,
And spring eternal.
J. BOWRING.
THE large bestowing makes us ask for more ;
Prayer widens with the world where-through love
flows.
Needy, though blest, we throng before thy door;
Let in thy sunshine, Lord, on all that lives and
grows.
LucY LARCOM.
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Exaltation.

THERE are moments when we seem to tread
above this earth. Those moments are not the
sunshine of life. They did not come when they
would have said that all around you was glad;
but it was when outward trials had shaken the
soul to its very centre, then there came from him
"grace to help in time of need."
F. W. ROBERTSON.
SouL of mine,
Wouldst thou choose for life a motto half-divine ?
Let this be thy guard and guide,
Through the future reaching wide;
Whether good or ill betide,
Rise higher!
HELEN G. HAWTHORNE.
MY heart for gladness springs;
It cannot more be sad;
For very joy it laughs and sings,
Sees naught but sunshine glad.
The sun that lights mine eyes
Is Christ, the Lord I love ;
I sing for joy of that which lies
Stored up for me above.
GERHARDT.
LIFE is only bright when it proceedeth
Towards a truer, deeper life above;
Human love is sweetest when it leadeth
To a more divine and perfect love.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
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Consistency,

So let our lips and lives express
The holy gospel we profess ;
So let our works and virtues shine,
To prove the doctrine all divine.

ISAAC WATTS.
Two things especially much further our amendment, to wit: to withdraw ourselves violently from
those vices to which our nature is most inclined,
and to labor earnestly for that good which we
most lack.
Be careful also to avoid with great diligence
those things in thyself which do commonly disTHOMAS A. KEMPIS.
please thee in others.
A CHRISTIAN, when he makes a good profession, should be sure to make his profession good.
W. SECKER.
ALEXANDER THE GREAT had a soldier in his
army who bore his own name, but was a great
coward. The emperor, enraged at his conduct,
justly said to him, " Either change your name, or
learn to honor it." So may it be said to many
"ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS."
Christians.
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Our Great Example.

FOLLOW with reverent steps the great example
Of Him whose holy work was doing good;
So shall the wide world seem our Father's temple,
Each loving life a psalm of gratitude.
}OHN G. WHITTIER.
THE example of Christ includes what he has
done for us. Some of us are willing to look to
the cross as the foundation of our hope, who are
not willing to take it as the law of our lives.
But the benefits of the gospel are meant to impel us to corresponding acts. How little any of
us has caught the whole sweep of the meaning
of that imperative example, "that ye should do
as I have done to you." What have we received
from him? What have we given to men?
ALEXANDER McLAREN, D. D.

" I w ANT such steadfast purpose
My mission to fulfil,
That it may be my meat and drink
To do my Father's will;
To follow in his footsteps
Who never turned aside
From the path that leads to heaven,
Though often sorely tried."
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Common Things.

THE trivial round, the common task,
Will furnish all we ought to ask, Room to deny ourselves, a road
To bring us daily nearer God.
]OHN KEELE.
THE commonest life has its cross for him who
has the heart to love the cross. The humblest
occupation has in it materials of discipline for
the highest heaven, and for the right hand and
left hand in Christ's kingdom.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
THERE are sweet surprises awaiting many an
humble soul fighting against great odds in the
battle of a seemingly commonplace life.
SELECTED.
THE scenery around your house may be monotonous, without a mountain or sea or lake or
hill ; but an upward look at the clear sky will put
you in instant communication with infinite beauty
and majesty. No spot on earth is common or
barren over which the skies bend in solemn
silence; no human life need be barren or common which is connected by the great network of
the moral law with any other human being.
J. H. CARLISLE.
GoD hath shewed me that I should not call
any man common or unclean.
ACTS IO: 28.
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Common Things.

THE moon and the stars are commonplace things,
And the flower that blooms and the bird that sings:
But dark were the world and sad our lot
If the flowers failed and the sun shone not;
And God, who studies each separate soul,
Out of commonplace lives makes his beautiful whole.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

THERE are few prophets in the world, few sub-

limely beautiful women, few heroes. I can't
afford to give all my love and reverence to rarities ; I want a great deal of this feeling for my
every-day fellow men, especially for the few in
the foreground of the great multitude, whose
faces I know, whose liands I touch, for whom I
have to make way with kindly courtesy. . . . It
is more needful that my heart should swell with
love and admiration at some trait of gentle goodness in the faulty people who sit at the same
hearth with me, than at the deeds of heroes
whom I shall never know except by hearsay.
GEORGE ELIOT.

FORENOON and afternoon and night, - forenoon
And afternoon and night, - forenoon and -what?
The empty song repeats itself. No more?
Yea, that is life : make this forenoon sublime,
This afternoon a psalm, this night a prayer,
And time is conquered, and thy crown is won.

Enw ARD R.

SILL.
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Pure in Heart.

that has a pure heart will never cease to
pray; and he who will be constant in prayer
shall know what it is to have a pure heart.
LA COMBE.
HE

0 MAKE me pure,
Clothe thou my soul in spotless white,
That my acceptance in thy sight
Be always sure.
Let me be one
Of all the sinless company
That round thy throne hosannas sing,
Through Christ thy Son.
PURER yet and purer
I would be in mind,
Dearer yet and dearer
Every duty find;
Higher yet and higher
Out of clouds and night,
Nearer yet and nearer
Rising to the light.

Gon cannot use us if we are indifferent to the
claims of purity, and careless whether we are
spotted or not. We are told that only the pure
in heart can see God. Nothing can surpass his
tender mercy for those who have fallen and
.become blemished and spotted through weakness,
ignorance, and passion ; but nothing can compensate for a thoughtless, careless, worldly life, in
which the soul shows no anxiety to keep itself
REV. F. B. MEYER.
unspotted.
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Pure in Heart.

A PURE heart is more precious m the sight of
God than aught else on earth.
T AULER.
DISTINCT effort is required in a man "to keep
himself unspotted from the world." You are
spottable ; the world can spot you, - "keep "
yourself. The world that spots is the spirit of
F. w. ROBERTSON.
evil around us.
BECOME pure in heart. The pure in heart
shall see God. Here, then, is one avenue for
soul-culture, - the avenue, through purity of
heart, to the spiritual seeing of God.
HENRY DRUMMOND.
You can no more filter your mind into purity
than you can compress it into calmness ; you
must keep it pure if you would have it pure, and
throw no stones into it if you would have it quiet.
RUSKIN.

IF there be joy in the world, surely a man of
a pure heart possesseth it.
And if there be anywhere tribulation and affliction, an evil conscience best knoweth it.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
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Rest.

OF all thy promises, 0 Christ
This sometimes seems the best:
" Come to me, ye that labor,
And I will give you rest."
We get so tired, we cannot care
For many things. We creep
Like weary children near to thee,
And only pray to sleep.
MARIANNE F ARNINGHAM.

THE possession of rest is the one thing that
most impresses the world. It has its own sources
of merriment and enjoyment, and can afford to
dispense with ours ; but when the worldling sees
the placid and tranquil look on the believer's face,
which is not disturbed by paroxysms of panic and
anxiety, he is compelled to acknowledge that this
is the finger of God, and that here is a secret
that is hidden from him. Men are quick to
recognize pearls of great price when they see
them ; but they must see them before they are
willing to part with all they possess to get them.
It were impossible to estimate how much good
would accrue if from this moment till you enter
the rest of eternity you could carry on your face
the reflection of the rest of God, and do your
daily work, not flustered, hurried, or showing signs
of trepidation and nervous haste, but calm and
serene amid the greatest pressure and severest
trials. REV. F. B. MEYER, in The Golden Rule.
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Rest.

EVEN if in the midst of an avalanche of work
he calls you " apart into a desert place to rest
awhile," and even if the desert mean only a
headache, or a rairry day instead of a journey,
make no complaint, but follow close.
ANNA WARNER.
IN the performance of duty, in meekness, in
trust in God, is our rest, our only rest. It is not
in understanding a set of doctrines, not in an outward comprehension of the scheme of salvation,
that rest and peace are to be found ; but in taking up, in all lowliness and meekness, the yoke
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
CHRIST never asks of us such busy labor
As leaves no time for resting at his feet;
The waiting attitude of expectation
He ofttimes counts a service most complete.
From "AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE."
HE giveth rest, more perfect, pure, and true,
While we his burden bear;
It springeth not from parted pain, but through
The accepted blessing there,
The lesson pondered o'er with thoughtful eyes,
The faith that sees in all a meaning wise.
LUCY FLETCHER in " THE CHAMBER OF PEACE."
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Rest.

WouLD that each reader of these words might
henceforth be able to say : " By the grace of God
I have left the wilderness wanderings behind me
forever, with their monotony, the carnal desires
of Kibroth-Hattaavah, the strivings of Meribah,
and the murmurings of Kadesh. Henceforth it
shall be mine to live in the land that flows with
milk and honey. There may be Jerichos to compass, and Canaanites to encounter, but these shall
not break the spell of inward tranquillity and
calm. In God, not in outward circumstances,
I will henceforth find my rest."
REv. F. B. MEYER, in The Golden Rule.

I rest in thee,
In thee I safely hide;
Laden with guilt and misery,
Where can I rest beside ?
Upon thy strong and tender breast
My weary soul I gladly rest.
J. G.

JESUS,

DECK.

0, THE little birds sang east,
And the little birds sang west,
And I smiled to think God's greatness
Flowed round our incompleteness,
Round our restlessness his rest.
E. B. BROWNING.
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Neglected Duties.

IF you've anything to give,
That another's joy may live,
Give it.

"HE passed by on the other side." Neither
the priest or the I.;evite did the wounded man
any harm. It was the robbers that hurt him
almost to death. The men that passed by were
good men, with kind hearts and gentle feelings.
They felt sorry for the poor man. One of them
lingered a moment, and told the sufferer that he
was very sorry he had been hurt so badly. They
would not have done him any injury for the
world - this good priest, fresh from his sacred
functions in the temple, and this kindly Levite,
with hands consecrated to holy service.
No ; yet somehow this story reads as if they
had done something not just right, as if they had
injured the wounded man in some way. When
we think the matter through, we find that the
Master means to teach us that we may do sore
wrong to others by not doing love's duties to
them. We do not think much of this kind of
sins. We recall our self-indulgence, our unkind
feelings, our selfish acts, and we make confession
of all these sins, asking forgiveness. But do we
make confession of the things we did not do and
ought to have done?
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
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Words for All Nations.

TRANSLATE the words of Christ into what
country's language you will, he might have been
the offspring of that country. Date them by
what century of the world you will, they belong to
that century as much as to any other. There is
nothing of nationality about Christ. He was the
child of every age and nation. His was a life
world-wide.
F. w. ROBERTSON.
THE battle wages fiercely about us; the conflict is hot; and we hardly know in the smoke of
the battle whether the din be the shout of victory
or the wail of defeat. The result depends very
much upon the Aarons and Hurs who sit high
above us on the hills of gospel light and love in
the far--a.way Christian lands. Are their hands
still raised ? If so, we shall prevail, even though
we are faint and few. A MISSIONARY TO INDIA.
THEY shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom;
and talk of thy power.
Ps. 145 : 11.
THY word is true from the beginning ; and
every one of thy righteous judgments endureth
forever.
Ps . I 19 : I 60.
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Self-denial.

THE two main elements of religious life are
self-denial and love. The highest form of selfdenial is self-sacrifice. Both meet in the cross
F. W. ROBERTSON.
- self-surrender in love.
WITHOUT self-sacrifice there can be no blessedness, neither on earth nor in heaven. He that
loveth his life will lose it. He that hateth his
life in this paltry, selfish, luxurious, hypocritical
world, shall keep it to life eternal.
CHARLES KINGSLEY.
WE need not bid, for cloistered cell,

Our neighbor and our work farewell,
Nor strive to wind ourselves too high
For sinful man beneath the sky.
The trivial round, the common task,
Will furnish all we ought to ask;
Room to deny ourselves, a road
To bring us daily nearer God.
JOHN KEBLE.

NEITHER will I offer burnt offerings unto the
Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothDAVID.
mg.
THOUGH I be free from all men, yet have I
made myself servant unto all, that I might gain
the more.
PAUL.

232

August J9.

A DAILY MESSAGE

Selfishness.

LIFE is not a game of " Button, button, who's
got the button ? " with its message, " Hold fast all
I give you," and its end, empty hands for most,
and the useless button for the favored one. He
who takes for his motto, " Get all you can, and
keep all you get," will invariably come to the
Preacher's conclusion, " Vanity of vanities, all is
vanity," sooner or later. LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D.
KNOW thou that the love of thyself doth hurt
thee more than anything in the world.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.

SELF drives away thoughts of heaven with the
flourish of a bank-book. Self tires us so with
our work that we sleep at our prayers, and
smothers three verses of the Bible with twelve
pages of the newspaper. Self drives away the
peace of God with worries, and with the world's
clamor deafens our ears to the still small voice.
You never can conquer yourself. Get another
self. You have heard of the mystery of the
Holy Spirit. 0, solve the mystery. He is your
better self reaching out eager arms to you. He
alone can ransom you from yourself.
AMOS R. WELLS, in The Golden Rule.
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Unselfishness.

WHAT is our Christianity worth, if it cannot
teach us truthfulness and unselfishness, and a
generosity beyond the world's?

F. W.

ROBERTSON.

MAKE a rule, and pray to God to help you to
keep it, never, if possible, to lie down at night
without being able to say, "I have made one
human being at least a little wiser, a little happier, or a little better this day." You will find it
easier than you think, and pleasanter.

CHARLES KINGSLEY.

not; self-love is strong
Within thy breast;
And yet He loves thee better still;
So let him do his loving will,
And trust and rest.
From" THE SHADOW OF THE
DESIRE

ROCK."

IF I might share
A brother's load along the dusty way,
And I should turn and walk alone that day,
How could I dare,
When in the evening watch I knelt to pray,
To ask for help to bear my pain and loss
If I had heeded not my brother's cross?
The Sunday School Chronicle.
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Unselfishness.

THERE is no such thing as a really happy selfish man. Man was not made to live for himself
alone ; and, if he try, he finds himself out of his
native element. . . . There is no higher style of
life than to live to do good.
REV. J. E. STEBBINS.

How easy is the thought, in certain moods, of
the loveliest, most unselfish devotion ! How hard
is the doing of the thought, in the face of a
thousand unlovely difficulties !
GEORGE MACDONALD.

IF I might sing
A little song to cheer a fainting heart,
And I should seal my lips and sit apart,
When I might bring
A bit of sunshine for life's ache and smart,
How could I hope to have my grief relieved,
If I kept silent when my brother grieved?
And so I know
That day is lost wherein I fail to lend
A helping hand to some wayfaring friend ;
But, if it show
A burden lightened by the cheer I send,
Then do I hold the golden hours well spent,
And lay me down to sleep in sweet content.
The Sunday School Chronz'c!e.
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Working and Waiting.

THE true woman in every estate of her life is
neither the Martha that serves and never sits, nor
the Mary that sits and never serves, but the combination of serving that is never so encumbered
that it cannot stop and sit at Jes us' feet in worship and adoration, and of worship that never
sits so still in absorbed meditation that it cannot
rise when the Master calls, and gird itself, as he
did once to wash the disciples' feet.
BISHOP DOANE.

THE disciples were commanded to wait, and
they should receive power. They met the conditions, and the mighty works they were able to
do were greater than their Master himself had
done. Had they not "waited," how different
would be that record of their "acts," if indeed
there had been a record at all !
YEA, Lord, yet some must serve;
Not all with tranquil heart,
Even at thy dear feet,
Wrapped in devotion sweet,
May sit apart.
JULIA c. R. DORR.
REST will be sweet in the evening when the day's
long labor is done;
Now, I must up and be doing, for my work is scarce
begun.
MARY A. HOPPUS.
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Working and Waiting.

MARTHA stood, but Mary sat;
Martha murmured much at that;
Martha cared, but Mary heard,
Listening to the Master's word,
And the Lord her choice preferred.
Sit on, hear on.
Work without God is labor lost,
Full soon you'll find it to your cost.
Little is much if God is in it;
Man's busiest day's not worth God's
minute;
Much is little everywhere,
If God the labor do not share.
So work with him and nothing 's lost.
Who works with him does best and most.
Work on.
From The Household.

LovE is the lever and patience is the prop that
shall move the world - nay, is moving it. " Rest
in the Lord and wait patiently for him," however
long delayed his purpose seems to be. In the
words of the old song, hopeful, though with a
touch of tired longing for rest, " Be the day weary, or be the day long,
At length it ringeth to even-song."

And at that sweet even-song that rings for all
faithful servants of Jes us, God shall justify your
faith and crown your patience.
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Waiting.

Gon doth not bid thee wait,
To disappoint at last;
A golden promise, fair and great,
In precept-mould is cast.
Soon shall the morning gild
The dark horizon-rim ;
Thy heart's desire shall be fulfilled:
Wait patiently for him.
The weary waiting times
Are but the muffled peals
Low preluding celestial chimes,
That hail his chariot-wheels.
Trust him to tune thy voice
To blend with seraphim;
His 1' Wait" shall issue in " Rejoice."
Wait patiently for him.
He doth not bid thee wait,
Like driftwood on the wave,
For fickle chance or fixed fate
To ruin or to save.
Thine eyes shall surely see
No distant hope or dim The Lord thy God arise for thee.
Wait patiently for him.
FRANCES

R.

HA VERGAL.
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Giving.

THE first duty of every man who has money
is to ask himself, What would Christ have me
do with it ? The second duty is to go and do it,
after hearing the answer. REv. C. M. SHELDON.
AND He who fed the thousands by Galilee's blue sea,
Sends to his fainting children portions by you and me;
Then gladly do his errand; pass on the heaven-sent
bread,
The gushing, living water, till all on earth are fed.
MRS. E. BRAINERD PRATT.
LARGELY thou givest, gracious Lord ;
Thy gifts should be restored;
Freely thou givest, and thy word
Is, " Freely give."
He only who forgets to hoard
Has learned to live.
JOHN KEBLE,
NOT the waste drops of thy cup overflowing,
Not the faint sparks from thy hearth ever glowing,
Not a pale bud from the ] une roses blowing;
. Give as he gave thee who gave thee to live.
ROSE TERRY COOKE.

WHOSO hath this world's good, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of
God in him?
JoHN.
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Giving.

WE are not at all sure that we shall have any
possessions, anything of our own, in the future
life, anything, consequently, to give away. Perhaps it will all belong to all. So let us have
enough of giving while we can, and en joy the
best part of possession.
JEAN !NGELOW.
WHAT each one ought to give, or the manner
in which he ought to give it, is for him to settle
with the Lord ; the gospel has not prescribed in
such matters; it has been left with your charity.
Justify this confidence. . . . Congratulate yourself upon living in a time when occasions for giving
profitably are increasing. Blessed is he who can
at the same time respond to the appeal of the
age, to the appeal of mankind, to the appeal
of the Lord, and to the appeal of his own heart,
but of a heart animated by charity.
ADOLPHE MoNOD.

WE lose what on ourselves we spend;
We have as treasure without end
Whatever, Lord, to thee we lend,
Who givest all.
Whatever, Lord, we lend to thee
Repaid a thousand-fold will be;
Then gladly will we give to thee,
Giver of all.
SELECTED.
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Giving.

is a day coming when many of us shall
wish that every penny we have given to the poor
had been a pound ; when those who have begged
from us on behalf of the suffering and the ignorant, but of whose importunities we have often
complained, will be accounted our best benefactors; and when it will be more valuable to us
to remember one hour passed in the garret of the
poor than a hundred spent at the tables of the
rich.
}AMES STALKER, D. D.
THERE

WHAT have I thought of His work so dear?
What have I planned for his kingdom here?
What have I given of the wealth he gave?
What have I learned of his power to save?
What have I done that the world may see
What Jesus did when he died for me?
The Advance.
TEACH us to know thee as thou art,
To give as thou hast given.
0 show us how the loving heart
May make this world a heaven.
LUCY LARCOM.

is a sore evil which I have seen under
the sun ; namely, riches kept for the owners
SOLOMON.
thereof to their hurt.
THERE
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Giving.

THAT is no true alms which the hand can hold;
He gives nothing but worthless gold
Who gives from a sense of duty;
But he who gives a slender mite,
And gives to that which is out of sight,
The hand cannot clasp the whole of his alms,
The heart outstretches its eager palms,
For a God goes with it and makes it store
For the soul that was starving in darkness before.
LOWELL.

FoR the treasure freely given
Is the treasure that we hoard,
Since the angels keep in heaven
What was lent unto the Lord.
JOHN

G. SAXE.

You know that to give alms is nothing unless
you give thought also ; and that therefore it is
written, not, " Blessed is he that f eedeth the
poor," but, " Blessed is he that considereth the
poor." A little thought and a little kindness are
often worth more than a great deal of money.
RUSKIN.

SucH as I have give I thee.

PETER.
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Giving and Receiving.

WHAT makes the Dead Sea dead? Because
it is all the time receiving, never giving out anything. You go every Sunday, and hear good
sermons, and think that is enough. You are all
the time receiving these grand truths, but never
give them out. When you hear it, go and scatter
the truth abroad. Instead of having one minister to preach to a thousand people, this thousand
ought to take a sermon and spread it till it
reaches those that never go to church or chapel.
Instead of having a few, we ought to have
thousands using the precious talents that God
has given them.
D. L. Moonv.
THERE never had been a time when it was
right to give the Lord less than one-tenth of all
one's income.
There never has been since
Jacob's day. Long before then, Jacob's grandfather had turned over one-tenth of the spoils of
battle to the Lord's priest, before he handed the
remainder to the king of Sodom. The man who
calls himself a Christian, and gives less than onetenth of his income to the Lord, is a meaner
man than Jacob, and has a lower standard than
the king of Sodom, who was evidently accustomed
to count the giving of tithes a duty.
H. c. TR UM BULL, D. D.

16irtbba!!SS·
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The Sifting of Peter.

IN St. Luke's Gospel we are told
How Peter in the days of old
Was sifted;
And now, though ages intervene,
Sin is the same, while time and scene
Are shifted.
Satan desires us, great and small,
As wheat to sift us, and we all
Are tempted ;
Not one, however rich or great,
Is by his station or estate
Exempted.
For all at last the cock will crow,
Who hear the warning voice, but go
Unheeding;
Till thrice and more they have denied
The Man of Sorrows, crucified
Arid bleeding.
One look of that pale, suffering face
Will make us feel the deep disgrace
Of weakness ;
We shall be sifted till the strength
Of self-conceit be changed at length
To meekness.
But noble souls, through dust and heat,
Rise from disaster and defeat
The stronger,
And, conscious still of the divine
Within them, lie on earth supine
No longer.
LONGFELLOW.
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Prayers.
EVENING PRAYER.

TAKE unto thyself, 0 Father,
This folded day of thine,
This weary day of mine ;
Its ragged corners cut me yet,
0, still the jar and fret!
Father, do not forget
That I am tired
With this day of thine.
Breathe thy pure breath, watching Father,
On this marred day of thine,
This wandering day of mine;
Be patient with its blur and blot,
Wash it white of stain and spot,
Reproachful eyes, remember not
That I have grieved thee
On this day of thine.
ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS.

teach me so to know and trust thee and
love thee, so to live and abide in thee, that all
my prayers rise up and come before God in thee,
and that my soul may have in thee the assurance
that I am heard. Teach me to pray with all my
heart and strength, that there may be no doubt
with thee or with me as to what I have asked.
LORD,

ANDREW MURRAY.

CHRlST KNOCKTNG AT THE DOOR.
From

St}ttm6tr.

by Hofmann.
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The Aim of Life.

You must desire to improve your heart, and so
become good. You must desire to improve your
head, and so become well informed. But you
must desire first to become good. That is the
first and great end of life. That is what God
sent you into the world for.
CHARLES KINGSLEY.
NEITHER is it sufficient that we think of the
service of God as a work of the least necessity or
of small employment; but that it is to be done by
us as God intended it; and that it be done with
great earnestness and passion, with much zeal
and desire ; that we refuse no labor; that we bestow upon it much time; that we use the best
guides, and arrive at the end of glory by all the
ways of grace, of prudence, and religion.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
REMEMBER always thine end, and that time
lost never returns. Without care and diligence
thou shalt never get virtue. But, if thou give
thyself to fervor of spirit, thou shalt find much
peace, and feel less labor by reason of the assistance of God's grace, and the love of virtue.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
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Our Example.

IN all our actions we must remember that we

do not stand alone in this world. Every action
has an influence beyond ourselves, and for that
we are in some measure responsible. While it
may be perfectly right for you to do a certain
thing, it may not be in accordance with the
spirit of love for you to do it. The spirit of love
is to dominate you in all that you do, even as
our blessed Master told us, for his command was
that we were to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Now no man should do anything that would
injure himself. Even so he should not do anything whereby his neighbor would be injured.
This "law of love," if carried out, would solve
many of the difficulties that cause so much friction in common life, and make things run much
more smoothly than they now do.
A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D. D.

Go, make thy garden fair as thou canst;
Thou workest never alone ;
Perchance he whose plot is next to thine
Will see it, and mend his own.
And the next may copy his, sweet heart,
Till all grows fair and sweet,
And, when the Master comes at eve,
Happy faces his coming will greet.
From " THE SHADOW OF THE RocK."
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Helps and Hindrances.

LET us put our hindrances below us. Let
Christ subdue those easily besetting sins. Let
that stumbling-block become a stepping-stone.
Moses' pride was changed to meekness, Peter's
impetuosity to tenacity of purpose, John's indignation to love ; so let it be with thee. The force
of character that has run to waste in a wrong
direction will be of priceless value if diverted
into a new and better channel.
REV. F. B. MEYER, in The Golden Rule.
BEING in straits I cry,
Lord, make a way!
Open a door for me ;
Help me, I pray!
Gold thou hast, endless store ;
Strength, all I want, and more;
All hearts are in thy hand,
Nothing can thee withstand;
Lord, look, and give command !
ANNA WARNER,

Dm ever trouble yet befall,
And he refuse to hear thy call?
He who hath helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to his praise. J. NEWTON.
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Our Refuge.

WE have no refuge, none on earth to aid us,
Save thee, 0 Father, who thine own hast made us;
But thy dear presence will not leave them lonely
Who seek thee only.
"PLYMOUTH HYMNAL."
THERE is a safe and secret place
Beneath the wings divine,
Reserved for all the heirs of grace ;
0, be that refuge mine !
HENRY F. LYTE.
GOD is the refuge of his saints
When storms of sharp distress invade;
Ere we can offer our complaints,
Behold him present with his aid.
ISAAC WATTS.
FATHER, beneath thy sheltering wing
In sweet security we rest,
And fear no evil earth can bring,
In life, in death, supremely blest.
WILLIAM H. BURLEIGH.
THE eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms ; and he shall
thrust out the enemy from before thee.
DEUT. 33: 27.
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God's Tenderness.

THE dear Lord knoweth when the rough wind bloweth
Upon the weary and the laden one ;
With tender feeling for the suppliant kneeling,
He shields and strengthens till the storm is done.
SELECTED.
THE way is long, my child; but it shall be
Not one step longer than is best for thee ;
And thou shalt know, at last, when thou
shalt stand
Safe at the goal, how I did take thy hand,
And quick and straight
Lead to heaven's gate,
My child.
HENRY N. COBB.
GOD is so near that every time a penitent sinner's
heart beats he hears it.
The Ram's Horn.
0 WONDERFUL story of deathless love!
Each child is dear to that heart above.
He fights for me when I cannot fight;
He comforts me in the gloom of night;
He lifts the burden, for he is strong;
He stills the sigh and awakes the song;
The sorrow that brought me down he bears,
And loves and pardons because he cares.
MARIANNE F ARNING HAM.

250

A DAILY MESSAGE

September 6.

Mercy.

my sins are, but thy mercy
Far outweighs them every one ;
Down before the cross I cast them,
Trusting in thy help alone.
None can measure out thy patience
By the span of human thought;
None can bound the tender mercies
Which thy only Son has bought.

GREAT

HARRIET PARR.

How was it that Jacob was drawn into Egypt?
He was made to feel the pressure of a grievous
famine ; he was informed that there was plenty
of corn in Egypt, and that his dearly beloved
Joseph was the lord of all that land. He was
told that Joseph had expressly invited him, and
had sent wagons for the conveyance of his
family; and he was assured that at the end of
this journey all the good of the land of Egypt
should be his. Did he need, after this, to have
a chain fastened round him, to be dragged into
Egypt ? No ; all that he needed was faith to
believe the tidings!
Thus God draws sinners. He teaches them
to feel their need of mercy. He informs them
that Jesus Christ has all heaven at his disposal;
that he has sent to invite them, assuring them of
all that is needful by the way, and all the glory
REv. C. SIMEON.
of heaven at the end.
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Doubt.

FORGIVE, 0 Lord, the doubts that break
Thy promises to me ;
Forgive me that I fail to take
My pardon full and free.
I sought to put my sins away,
I strove to do thy will;
And yet, whene'er I tried to pray,
My heart was doubting still.

Forgive, O_ Father, this my sin,
This jealous, doubting heart;
For, when men seek thy love to win,
And choose the better part,
I know that swifter than the light
Leaps earthward from the sun,
Thy pardoning love, thy rescuing might,
Speed down to every one.
WASHINGTON GLADDEN,

D. D.

LET doubting Christians ask themselves three
questions : r. Whether there be anything gained
by doubting. 2. Whether there is anything more
pleasing to God than to trust him when all comforts are out of view. 3. Whether you must not
venture on Christ at the last,· and, if you venture
on him at the last, why not now.
W. BRIDGE.
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Doubts and Difficulties.

Tttou knowest, Lord, the weariness and sorrow
Of the sad heart that comes to thee for rest;
Cares for to-day, and burdens for to-morrow,
Blessings implored, and sins to be confessed;
We come before thee at thy gracious word,
And lay them at thy feet; thou knowest, Lord.
Thou knowest all the present; each temptation,
Each toilsome duty, each foreboding fear;
All to each one assigned of tribulation,
Or to beloved ones than self more dear;
All pensive memories, as we journey on,
Longings for vanished smiles and voices gone.
Therefore we come, thy gentle call obeying,
And lay our sins and sorrows at thy feet,
0 everlasting strength, our weakness staying,
Clothed in thy robe of righteousness complete;
Then, rising and refreshed, we leave thy throne,
And follow on, to know as we are known.
JANE BORTHWICK.

JESUS stretched forth his hand, and caught
him, and said unto him, 0 thou of little faith,
MATT. 14: 31.
wherefore didst thou doubt?
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Atheism.

AN atheist is a man who voluntarily shuts his
eyes against evidence and truth ; a man who,
under pretence that all cannot be explained to
him, determines to deny what can ; a man who
cannot digest the difficulties of religion, but can
digest those of scepticism; a man who cannot
conceive how the world should owe its existence
to a supreme Being, but can easily see how it
was formed by chance.
SAURIN.
I ONCE met a thoughtful scholar who told me
that for years he had read every book he could
which assailed the religion of Jesus Christ, and
he said he should have become an infidel but for
three things : First, I am a man ; I am going
somewhere. To-night I am a day nearer my
grave than I was last night. I have read all that
such books can tell me. They shed not one
solitary ray of hope or light upon the darkness. Second, I had a mother. I saw her go
down into the dark valley where I am going, and
she leaned upon an unseen arm as calmly as a
child goes to sleep on the breast of its mother.
Third, I have three motherless daughters. They
have no protector but myself. I would rather
kill them than leave them in this sinful world if
you blot out from it all the teachings of the
gospel.
BISHOP WHIPPLE.
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Trouble.

Goo keeps a costly school ; many of its best
lessons are spelled out through tears.
Old
Richard Baxter said, " 0 God, I thank thee for a
bodily discipline of eight and fifty years;" and he
is not the only man who has turned a trouble into
a triumph. This school of our heavenly Father
will soon close for us; the term-time is shortening every day. Let us not shirk a hard lesson
er wince under any rod of chastisement. The
richer will be the crown and the sweeter will be
the heaven if we endure cheerfully to the end,
and graduate into glory. T. L. CUYLER, D. D.
THE ills we see,
The mysteries of sorrow, deep and long,
The dark enigmas of permitted wrong,
Have all one key.
This strange, sad world is but our Father's
school,
All chance and change his love shall
SELECTED.
grandly overrule.

I no not cast my eyes away from my troubles.
I pack them in as little compass as I can for myself, and never let them annoy others.
SOUTHEY.

THE Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. DAVID.
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Trouble.

September JJ.

You are face to face with trouble.
No wonder you cannot sleep ;
But stay, and think of the promise,
The Lord will safely keep
And lead you out of the thicket,
And into the pasture-land;
You have only to walk straight onward,
Holding the dear Lord's hand.
Face to face with trouble;
And did you forget to look,
As the good old father taught you,
For help to the dear old Book?
You have heard the tempter whisper,
And you've had no heart to pray;
And God was dropped from your scheme
of life,
O, for many a weary day.
Then face to face with trouble
It is thus he calls you
From the land of dearth and famine
To the land that has no lack.
You would not hear in the sunshine,
You hear in the midnight gloom;
Behold, his tapers kindle
Like stars in the quiet room.
From

by MARGARET E. SANGSTER.
Copyright, 1897, by Harper & Brothers.

"EASTER BELLS,"
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Discipline.

as sweetness comes from the bark of the
cinnamon when bruised, so can the spirit of the
cross of Christ bring beauty and holiness and
peace out of the bruised and broken heart.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
JusT

0, YES, we all have to be disciplined by sorrow to learn how the Father loves us. For he
cra11es the love of his own in return. The knowledge that the Father wants our love is "too wonderful for me." To " know the Father," even in
the small measure for which we are capable, is
enough to satisfy all the ambitions, yearnings,
longings, aspirations, of an immortal.
MRS. JOSEPH WARD.

I GO into a sculptor's studio, and see him
shaping a statue. He has a chisel in one hand
and a mallet in the other, and he gives a very
gentle stroke. I say, "Why don't you strike
harder ? " " O," he replies, "that would shatter
the statue. I can't do it that way. I must do it
this way." So he works on, and after a while
the features come out, and everybody that enters
the studio is charmed and fascinated. Well,
God has your soul under process of development,
and it is the little annoyances and vexations of
life that are chiselling out your immortal nature.
TALMAGE.
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Shut In.

Is it the Lord that shuts me in?
Then I can bear to wait.
No place so dark, no place so poor,
So strong and fast no prisoning door,
Though walled by grievous fate,
But out of it goes fair and broad
An unseen pathway, straight to God,
By which I mount to thee
When the same love that shut the door
Shall lift the heavy bar once more,
And set the prisoner free. SUSAN COOLIDGE.
LORD, I had planned to do thee service true ;
To be more humbly watchful unto prayer,
More faithful in obedience to thy word,
More bent to put away all earthly care.
I thought of time all consecrated to thy will,
Of strength spent gladly for thee day by day,
When suddenly the heavenly mandate came
That I should give it all, at once, away.
CAROLINE M. NOEL.

we count them happy which endure.
The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender
mercy.
}AMES.
BEHOLD
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Burden-bearing.

To every one on earth
God gives a burden to be carried down
The road that lies between the cross and crown;
No lot is wholly free ;
He giveth one to thee.
Thy burden is God's gift,
And it will make the bearer calm and strong;
Yet, lest it press too heavily and long,
He says, Cast it on me,
And it shall easy be.
And those who heed his voice,
And seek to give it back in trustful prayer,
Have quiet hearts that never can despair ;
And hope lights up the way
Upon the darkest day.
MARIANNE F ARNINGHAM,
Do not look at life's long sorrow,
See how small each moment's pain ;
God will help thee for to-morrow,
Every day begin again.
SELECTED.
BEAR ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil

the law of Christ.

PAUL.
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Burden-bearing.

WE take with solemn thankfulness
Our burden up, nor ask it less ;
And count it joy that ever we
May suffer, serve, or wait for thee;
Thy will be done.
WHITTIER.

WHEN your burden is heaviest, you can always
lighten a little some other burden. At the times
when you cannot see God, there is still open to
you this sacred possibility - to show God. Let
this thought, then, stay with you ; there may be
times when you cannot find help, but there is no
time when you cannot give help.
GEORGE S. MERRIAM.
THE effect of every burden laid down is to
leave us relieved ; and, when the soul has laid
down that of its faults at the feet of God, it feels
as though it had wings.
EUGENIE DE GUERIN.
drop my burden at his feet,
And bear a song away."
SELECTED.

" I'LL

Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? to
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and
that ye break every yoke ?
lsA. 58 : 6.
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Crosses.

GoD gives everybody, I think, a cross when he
enters upon a Christian life. When it comes
into his hands, what is it? It is the rude oak,
foursquare, full of splinters and slivers, and
rudely tacked together. . . . I see some men
carrying their cross just as rude as it was at first.
Others, I perceive, begin to wind about it faith
and hope and patience ; and at last their cross
has been so covered with holy affections that it
does not seem any more to be a cross. They
carry it so easily, and are so much more strengthened than burdened by it, that men almost forget
that it is a cross, by the triumph with which they
carry it.
BEECHER.
0

THOU so weary of thy self-denials,
And so impatient of thy little cross,
Is it so hard to bear thy daily trials,
To count all earthly things a gainful loss?

What if thou always suffer tribulation,
And if thy Christian warfare never cease,
The gaining of the quiet habitation
Shall gather thee to everlasting peace.
From "THE CHANGED CROSS."

26 I
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Crosses.

THE cross is heavy, child; yet there was One
Who bore a heavier for thee, - my Son,
My well-beloved. For him bear thine; and stand
With him at last; and from thy Father's hand,
Thy cross laid down,
Receive a crown,
My child.
HENRY N. COBB.
MINE is a daily cross of petty cares,
Of daily duties pressing on my heart,
Of little troubles hard to reconcile,
Of inward struggles overcome in part.
My feet are weary in their daily round;
My heart is weary of its daily care;
My sinful nature often doth rebel;
I pray for grace my daily cross to bear.
SOMETIMES he chooses not to take away our
cross, but it is our fault if he do not help us
to carry it. And, when once he does that, the
worst is over.

the cross of Christ, and bear it triumphantly; but see that it be indeed Christ's
cross, and not thine own.
WrLcox.
WELCOME

FoR our light affliction, which is but for a mo-

ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory.
PAUL.
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Crosses.

LORD, thou knowest, only thou,
Just how to lead,
Just what cross 'tis best I bear,
Just what lot 'tis mine to share,
Just what I need.
HANNAH CODDINGTON.
THE cross that Jesus carried,
He carried as your due;
The crown that Jes us weareth,
He weareth it for you.
JOHN W. NEALE.
WE wait for thee through days forlorn,
In patient self-denial;
We know that thou our guilt hath borne
Upon thy cross of trial.
And well may we
Submit with thee
To bear the cross and love it
Until thy hand remove it.
From" THE SHADOW OF THE ROCK."
THOU who wast so sorely burdened,
Help the weak that are oppressed,
Sanctify all earthly crosses
For the coming day of rest.
From "THE SHADOW OF THE ROCK."
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Endurance.

A MAN'S work is not done upon earth, so long
as God has anything for him to suffer ; the greatest of our victories is to be won in passive endurance, in humbleness, in reliance, and in trust ;
we are to learn to be still, and know that he is
God.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
WELL to suffer is divine;
Pass the watchword down the line;
Pass the countersign, " Endure " ·
Not to him who rashly dares,
But to him who nobly bears,
Is the victor's garland sure. WHITTIER.
BE strong to bear, 0 heart.
Nothing is vain ;
Strive not, for life is care,
And God sends pain;
Heaven is above, and there
Rest will remain.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
BY the thorn-road, and none other,
Is the mount of vision won;
Tread it without shrinking, brother;
Jesus trod it; press thou on.
REV, SAMUEL }OHNSC.N.
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The Sacramental Hymn.

" AND when they had sung a hymn, they went
out into the mount of Olives."

0 TO have heard that hymn
Float through the chamber dim,
Float through that "upper room,"
Hushed in the twilight gloom!
Up the dark, starry skies
Rolled the deep harmonies;
Angels, who heard the strain,
How ran the high refrain?
How rose the holy song ?
Triumphant, clear, and strong,
As a glad bird uplift
Over the wild sea-drift?
Or was its liquid flow
Reluctant, sad, and slow,
Presage and prophecy
Of lone Gethsemane ?
Was it a lofty psalm,
Foretelling crown and palm?
Soared it to heights of prayer
On the still, vibrant air?
When the last feast was spread,
And the last words were said,
Sang the Lord Christ the hymn
In the old chamber dim?
JULIA C. R. DORR,
in The Congregationalist.
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Sorrow.

IN the dark cloud of a great sorrow the beautiful bow of God's promise is often seen, if we
look up.
CHAPLIN.
leads me through no darker rooms
Than he went through before;
He that into God's kingdom comes,
Must enter by this door.

CHRIST

RICHARD BAXTER.

DosT thou wonder why thou art passing
through some special time of sorrow ? Wait till
ten years are passed. I warrant thee that in
that time thou wilt find some one, perhaps ten,
afflicted as thou art. Thou wilt tell them some
day how thou hast suffered and hast been comforted ; then, as the tale is unfolded, and the anodynes applied which once thy God had wrapped
around thee, in the eager look and glistening eye,
and the gleam of hope that shall chase the shadow
of despair across the soul, thou shalt know why
thou wast afflicted, and bless God for the discipline that stored thy life with such a fund of
experience and helpfulness. REv. F. B. MEYER.
Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry,
but that ye sorrowed to repentance.
PAUL.
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Sorre>w.

every web of life the dark threads
run,
0 why, and whither? God knows all;
I only know that he is good,
And that whatever may befall,
Or here or there, must be the best that could.

THROUGH

WHlTTIER.

IT is a hard climb, my child, sunshine and
shadow ; but at the darkest always he has fulfilled his promise, " At evening time it shall be
ROSE PORTER.
light."
are rich blessings which can be gotten
only in sorrow. It would be short-sighted love
indeed that would heed our cries, and spare us
from sorrow, and thus deprive us of the wonderful blessings which can be gotten only in sorrow.
God is too good to us to answer our prayers,
which would save us from pain, cost, and sacrifice
to-day at the price of larger, better, truer life in
the end. He would not rob us of the blessing
that is in the burden, which we can get only by
carrying it.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
THERE

FOR strength to bear is found in duty done;
And he is blest indeed who learns to make
The joy of others cure his own heartache.
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THE deep undertone of this world is sadness,
a solemn bass occurring at measured intervals,
and heard through all other tones. Ultimately
all the strains of the world's music resolve themselves into that tone ; and I believe that, rightly
felt, the cross, and the cross alone, interprets the
mournful mystery of life, -the sorrow of the
Highest, the Lord of life ; the result of error and
sin, but ultimately remedial, purifying, and exaltF. W. ROBERTSON.
ing.
first the glad and then the sorrowful,
But first the sorrowful and then the glad;
Tears for a day, - for earth of tears is full, Then we forget that we were ever sad.
NOT

BONAR.

that God blesses is our good,
And unblest good is ill;
And all is right that seems most wrong,
If it be his sweet will.
FABER.
ILL

WHY art thou troubled when things succeed
not as thou wouldst or desirest? For who is
he that hath all things according to his mind?
Neither I nor thou, nor any man upon earth.
There is none in this world, even though he be
king or bishop, without some tribulation or perplexity. Who is then in the best case? Even
he who is able to suffer something for God.
THOMAS

A

KEMPIS.
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In the Chamber of the Gate.

Is it so far from thee
Thou canst no longer see
In the chamber of the gate
That old man desolate,
Weeping and wailing sore
For his son who is no more?
" 0 Absalom, my son! "
There is no far nor near,
There is neither there nor here,
There is neither soon nor late,
In that chamber over the gate,
Nor any long ago
To that cry of human woe,
" 0 Absalom, my son ! "
Somewhere at every hour
The watchman on the tower
Looks forth and sees the fleet
Approach of the hurrying feet
Of messengers that bear
The tidings of despair, " 0 Absalom, my son!"
That 'tis a common grief
Bringeth but slight relief;
Ours is the bitterest loss,
Ours is the heaviest cross;
And forever the cry will be,
"Would God I had died for thee,
0 Absalom, my son!,, LONGFELLOW.
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Submission.

AND in this school of discipline she learned
That thus to suffer need not be to sorrow;
Up from the weary weight that pressed at first,
She rose more patient, loving, cheerful, true,
Ready to do the duty nearest her,
That so each coming one might be more clear.
Her heart, checked earthward, opened up the more
To the sweet light and gentle warmth of heaven,
And thus drew toward it those who needed most
Her ministry. She did not close her life
From any sacred human sympathies;
But, in the sweet "gray robe of self-denial wrapt,"
Inwrought of lowly deeds and prayer, she moved,
Growing more like the Master, as she walked,
His spirit still outworking in her life.
From" A BOOK FOR THE KING'S DAUGHTERS."
THE lines of our lives are all in God's hands.
What shall befall us, we cannot know. What is
expedient, we cannot tell. Only this we know, that God would shape us to himself, whether it
be by the discipline of joy or the discipline of
sorrow. To make us perfect as he is perfect,
this is the choice of our heavenly Father.
R. D. HITCHCOCK, D. D.

FoR I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us.
PAUL.
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Submission.

CHRIST leads us through no darker rooms
Than he went through before ;
He that into God's kingdom comes
Must enter by this door;
My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim,
But 't is enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with him. RICHARD BAXTER.
FATHER, I know that all my life
Is portioned out for me;
The changes that will surely come,
I do not fear to see ;
I ask thee for a present mind,
Intent on pleasing thee.
ANNA L. WARING.
HAVE thou thy way with me, 0 God,
Although I beg my own;
Heed not the body's noisy cry,
But the soul's undertone.
Have thou thy way with me, 0 God,
And, 0 my soul, take care
To have thy daily attitude
In keeping with my prayer.
CHARLOTTE FISKE BATES.
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Resignation.

us be patient ! These severe afflictions
Not from the ground arise,
But oftentimes celestial benedictions
Assume this dark disguise.

LET

We see but dimly through the mists and vapors
Amid these earthly damps,
What seem to us but sad funereal tapers
May be heaven's distant lamps.
LONGFELLOW,

yet and calmer
In the hours of pain,
Surer yet and surer
Peace at last to gain ;
Suffering still and doing,
To his will resigned,
And to God subduing
Heart and will and mind.
JOHANN W. VON
CALMER

GOETHE.

I BEG you, my dear friend, whatever be your
suffering, to learn first of all that not to take
your sorrow off is what God means, but to put
strength into you, that you may carry it. Be sure
your sorrow is not givinr; you its best unless it
makes you a more thoughtful person than you
have ever been before.
PHILLIPS BROOKS.
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Calmness.

CALM me, my God, and keep me calm;
Let thine outstretched wing
Be like the shade of Elim's palm,
Beside her desert spring.
Calm in the hour of buoyant health,
Calm in the hour of pain,
Calm in my poverty or wealth,
Calm in my loss or gain,
Calm in the sufferance of wrong,
Like Him who bore my shame,
Calm 'mid the threatening, taunting throng,
Who hate thy holy name.
Calm as the ray of sun or star,
Which storms assail in vain,
Moving unruffled through earth's war,
The eternal calm to gain.
Calm me, my God, and keep me calm,
Soft resting on thy breast;
Soothe me with holy hymn and psalm,
And bid my spirit rest.
BON Alt.
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The Look.

THE Saviour looked on Peter. . . .
And Peter, from the height of blasphemy, " I never knew this man," -did quail and fall,
As knowing straight THAT GOD; and turned free,
And went out speechless from the face of all,
And filled the silence, weeping bitterly.
E. B. BROWNING.
THE MEANING OF THE LOOK.
I THINK that look of Christ might seem to say: " Thou Peter ! art thou, then, a common stone
Which I at last must break my heart upon,
For all God's charge to his high angels may
Guard my foot better? Did I yesterday
Wash thy feet, my beloved, that they should run
Quick to deny me 'neath the morning sun,
And do thy kisses, like the rest, betray?
The cock crows coldly ; go and manifest
A late contrition, but no bootless fear.
For, when thy final need is dreariest,
Thou shalt not be denied as I am here;
My voice to God and angels shall attest,
Because I KNOW this man, let him be clear."
E. B. BROWNING.
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Prayers.

HELP us to receive thy secret teaching as it
comes to us in the events and incidents of our
daily life, in what we are called to bear of evil
and trouble, in the penalties suffered for our
follies and in the revelations made to us in ourselves under the touch of different circumstances.
Let us not be divinely taught without learning
thy will. Help us to make our lives somewhat
beautiful with some beauty of the Lord in whatever place we live, however narrow the sphere
and small the scope, with sincerity and fidelity,
and with the spirit of kindness and love. Amen.
From The Congregationalist.
I OFFER unto thee, 0 Lord, my evening sacrifice of thanksgiving. Thou hast preserved me
from all dangers during the day now past.
Thou hast been my support from my youth until
now. Under the shadow of thy wings let me
pass through the darkness of this night in comfort and peace. Make me to remember thee on
my bed, to think upon thee when I am waking,
and to commune with mine own heart. And
whatever days thou shalt please to add to my life,
let them all be devoted to thy service and to thy
glory for Christ's sake. Amen.
From The Congregationalist.

PEACE BE TO T H IS H OUS E.
From a paintinr 6y Do61011.
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Helpfulness.

'TIS a blessed thing, as on we tread
In our path from day to day,
We can cheer the heart or aid the step
That is treading life's toilsome way;
For the soul that gives is the soul that lives,
And in bearing another's load
We lighten our own, and shorten the way,
And brighten the homeward road.
SELECTED.

No one fulfils the plan of his creation
Who cannot say
That he has led one soul from wilful blindness
Into the day.
Our welcome will be warmer at the ending
If it be known
That we have helped some struggling, fainting
brother
To stand alone.
FLORENCE A. ]ONES.
BROTHERLY love has no right to pose forever
in mere creed and sentiment; there is something
far better for it to do. In this world in which
there are so much need, sorrow, and heart hunger,
it has a holy mission everywhere. If we would
be Christlike, we must, like our Master, go about
doing good.
J. R. MILLER, D. D., in T.'1-e Golden Rule.
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Helpfulness.

every soul that touches mine,
Be it the lightest contact, get therefrom some good,
Some little grace, some kindly thought,
One aspiration yet unfelt, one bit of courage
For the darkening sky, one gleam of faith
To brave the quickening ills of life,
One glimpse of brighter skies beyond the gathering
mists,
To make this life worth while, and heaven a surer
heritage."

" MAY

As ships meet at sea, a moment together, when
words of greeting must be spoken, and then
away into the deep, so men meet in this world;
and I think we should cross no man's path without hailing him, and, if he needs, giving him
BEECHER.
supplies.
As we meet and touch, each day,
The many travellers on our way,
Let every such brief contact be
A glorious, helpful ministry;
The contact of the soil and seed,
Each giving to the other's need,
Each helping on the other's best,
And blessing, each, as well as blest.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
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Good Counsel.

ALTHOUGH thy teacher act not as he preaches,
Yet ne'ertheless, if good, do what he teaches;
Good counsel failing men may give, for why?
He that's aground knows where the shoal doth lie.
My old friend Berryman oft, when alive,
Taught others thrift; himself could never thrive.
Thus, like the whetstone, many men are wont
To sharpen others while themselves are blunt.
"POOR RICHARD'S ALMANAC."
THE worst men often give the best advice ;
Our deeds are sometimes better than our thoughts.
PHILIP J. BAILEY.

BuT he forsook the counsel of the old men,
which they had given him, and consulted with
the young men that were grown up with him.
I KINGS 12: 8.
BLESSED is the man that walketh not in the

counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
DAVID.

I WILL bless the Lord who hath given me
counsel.
DAVID.
THOU shalt guide me with thy counsel, and
afterwards receive me to glory.
DAVID.
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Pilgrimage.

GET thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land
that I will show thee.
G EN. 12: I.

Gon calls us all to leave the old in order to
enter the new. It may not be literally to leave
country, kindred, and home, and go out into a
strange land; but in a spiritual sense it always
is just this. If we would follow Christ, we must
cut loose from the world, and go out with him.
Perhaps there is too great a tendency in these
days to try to follow Christ without cutting loose
from the world. Too many people imagine that
they can take the pilgrimage to Canaan without
leaving Ur. But this is quite impossible. We
can get to our land of promise only by leaving
all, and following where Christ leads.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
THE path is rough, my c.hild.

But 0 how sweet
Will be the rest, for weary pilgrims meet,
When thou shalt reach the borders of that land
To which I lead thee, as I take thy hand !
And safe and blest
With me shall rest
HENRY N. COBB.
My child.

FoR we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers.
r CHRON. 29: 15.
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Pilgrimage.

FAINT not, weary pilgrim;
Faint not by the way;
Listen to your Saviour;
What doth Jesus say?
"Ever as the day is,
So thy strength shall be."
So, Saviour, keep us close to thee, and grant us, day
by day,
Thy never-failing grace and strength along our heavenward way;
Our waiting hearts rest in thy word, our eyes are unto
thee,
Till, when our pilgrim days are done, thy glory we
shall see.
I KNOW my times are in thy hand,
I long for light to understand
How thou canst for each pilgrim care,
How thou canst hear each pleading
prayer,
How unto thee each soul is known
As if it walked the world alone.
From "THE UPLANDS OF Gon."

THIS pilgrim-path by thee was trod,
Jesus, my King, by thee,
Traced by thy tears, thy feet, thy
blood,
In love, in death, for me;
O bring my soul nearer to thee. CAREY.
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Pilgrimage.

GIVE me my scallop-shell of quiet;
My staff of faith to walk upon;
My scrip of joy, immortal diet;
My bottle of salvation;
My gown of glory, hope's true gage;
And thus I'll make my pilgrimage.
SIR WALTER RALEIGH.
IT rang on the morning air,
The pilgrim's song;
Straight was the way he went,
Narrow and long.
Many a path diverged;
Roads crossed his track.
" Pilgrim, thou goest wrong;
Turn back, turn back."
Ever that pilgrim's song
Haunts me through night and
day;
"Who doeth the will of God,
Knoweth the way."
M. F. BUTTS.
]ESU, day by day
Lead us on life's way;
Naught of dangers will we reckon,
Simply haste where thou dost beckon,
Lead us by the hand
To our Fatherland.
COUNT ZINZENDORF.
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Pilgrimage.

A PILGRIM and a stranger
I journey here below ;
Far distant is my country,
The home to which I go.
Here I must toil and travel,
Oft weary and oppressed ;
But there my God shall lead me
To everlasting rest.
It is a well-worn pathway,
Many have gone before;
The holy saints and prophets,
The patriarchs of yore.
They trod the toilsome journey
In patience and in faith,
And them I fain would follow,
Like them in life and death.
PAUL GERHARDT,

How good it is to hail pilgrims on the great
journey, even for an hour by the way! The
sound of their "tramp, tramp," quickens one's
own tread, and makes one take in his knapsackstrap one hole further.
ROBERT w. BARBOUR.
I WILL not seek to know the future years,
Nor cloud to-day with dark to-morrow's fears;
I will but ask a light from heaven, to show
How, step by step, my pilgrimage should go.
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Pilgrimage.

WE are to take our place in the world's business, and do our best in the work appointed, and
to accept outward success when it comes. But
all of it must be filled with the heaven! y spirit,
and bent to the true end. Nothing material is
to have supremacy over us. There is a deep
sense in which Christians still must live outside
their worldly possessions, and confess themselves
to be strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
.
W. R. NICOLL.
SOME have the great grace given them of late
years to go in and out, lie down and rise up,
always staff in hand, like apostles on pilgrimage,
always with loins girt, never with more in the
purse than will carry them one stage on, never
with more in their wardrobe than the daily wear.
Like Wesley, if they are suddenly taken, they
have left no engagements unfulfilled, they have
no letters to answer or matters to arrange. The
children they leave cannot but talk about them
as if they had just been seen off on some happy
excursion. No farewells to say, no tears to be
shed ; nothing but to go after them in a day or
ROBERT w. BARBOUR.
two.
AND confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth.
HEB. 11 : 13.
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True Wisdom.

HE taught us that in this wonderful world no
boy or man can tell which of his actions is indifferent, and which not; that life is a whole,
made up of actions and thoughts and longings,
great and small, noble and ignoble ; therefore,
the only true wisdom for boy or man is to bring
the whole life into obedience to Him whose world
we live in; and that whether we eat or drink, or
whatsoever we do, we are to do all in his name
and to his glory.
THOMAS HUGHES.
WISDOM does not show itself so much in precept as in life, in a firmness of mind and mastery
of appetite. It teaches us to do as well as to
talk, and to make our actions and words all of a
SENECA.
color.
IT is great wisdom not to be rash in thy
doings, nor to stand stiffly m thine own conceits;
As also not to believe everything which thou
hearest, nor immediately to relate again to others
what thou hast heard or dost believe.
The more humble a man is in himself, and the
more subject unto God, the more wise and peaceful shall he be in all things.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
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Reverence.

YOUR true-hearted, fine-grained man puts off
his shoes at the door of a mosque as devoutly as
any Moslem; he treads the aisles of a cathedral
as softly as any Romanist; he despises no incense, he sneers at no idol. He may deny, but
he will not jest. The sneer is crucial ; bring
one who indulges in it to the test, and you will
find him c.rude in thought and coarse in feeling .
. . . I like to hear one pronounce the name of
God with a subdued awe, and to see the cast of
thought overspread the features when eternal
things are named. I like to see a delicate and
quiet handling of sacred truths, as you speak the
name of your mother in heaven. I might say
that this is the way a gentleman bears himself
towards religion, but I would rather have you
feel that it is the treatment due to the majesty of
the subject.
T. T. MUNGER, D. D.
IF you would be healthy, be good; and if you
would be good, be wise ; and if you would be
wise, be devout and reverent, for the fear of God
is the beginning of wisdom.
JOHN STUART BLACKIE.

YE shall keep my sabbaths and reverence my
sanctuary.
LEV. 19 : 30.
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Individual Responsibility.

I AM only one,
But still I am one.
I cannot do everything,
But still I can do something.
And because I cannot do everything
I will not refuse to do the something that I
can do.
E. E. HALE, D. D.

THE speculative, the unrevealed, the insoluble
- these belong to God ; and if we would have
the greatest enjoyment in our lives, and make
the best out of them for ourselves and others, we
shall leave these to God, and be content, each
one for himself, to work in his little portion of
the great pattern of history, ignorant of its bearing upon the rest, but believing that, if we follow
Christ, all will be right at last. Do the work
which the Lord has plainly set before you. Cultivate the Christian character, and give yourselves
to the advancement of the gospel of Christ.
That is yours ; all else is God's.
BUTLER'S "BIBLE WORK."

HE who is a Christian at heart preferreth the
care of himself before all other cares. And he
that diligently attendeth unto himself can easily
keep silence concerning others.
THOMAS

A

KEMPIS.
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Loyalty to Our Church.

church is helpful to the Christian's enjoyment. If his heart is right, he will earnestly
desire the privileges of the Lord's house.
Deprived of them, his soul will find no rest, even
though he has the surroundings of royalty and
the resources of a millionaire. The very birds
that build their nests about the cornice of the
tower will seem favored compared with his misfortune.
W. J. DARBY, D. D., in The Golden Rule.
THE

IN the old temple there was a gate called
Beautiful. Its leaves were gold; its pillars were
exquisite with carving; its floors were mosaics of
precious stones. Over its entrance was flung a
golden grape-vine, whence depended jewels for
clusters of grapes. It was the crown of the
temple worship; it was the joy of the temple
architecture. Every Christian church ought to
have a Gate Beautiful, - not a Gate Beautiful of
gold and bronze and precious stones, but a gate
built of something costlier far, a gate built of
warm and loving hearts going out in brotherhood
and sisterhood to those who do not love the
Lord, seeking to win them to him, and so to win
them to his church.
WAYLAND HOYT, D. D.
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Church-membership.

there a great many people in the
church who are nothing but Prayer-book Christians?"
" Where did you get that phrase ? and what
does it mean, do you think? "
Peace Polly answered the second question,
"Why, taking things cut and dried. Carrying
your religion round by a finger-strap. Depending upon a church certificate, somehow, and not
taking much upon yourself. There must be more
than just an easy being led, in a gradual, insensible kind of a \Vay."
"Led?"
"Yes," said Mrs. Farron. "We must be led.
We trust to be. But we sha'n't be dragged.
We've got to take every single step ourselves, and
choose to take it as it comes. Experience is
realizing in one's self what one believes. That
can't be done in a minute, though it is always in
some minute that everything is begun. Nobody
will ever be a Prayer-book Christian till they
have experienced the Prayer-book."
A. D. T. WHITNEY.
"AREN'T

" IT is possible for one to be a Christian and
not connect himself with the church, but it is not
probable that a Christian will do so."
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The Lord's Supper.

SHE was not a church-member, but she kept
her seat through the holy service, though other
non-communicants passed out. She could bow
her head and shut her eyes and think, while she
heard the soft moving to and fro, and the low,
sweet words of the minister, that came brokenly
to her ear as he gave the bread and the cup, that
these were " up there " with the blessed company
in these moments ; and that, while they thronged
with better right about the Master, she might, in
the very shelter of the crowd, catching some
crumbs of faith from them, be strengthened to
reach her hand to the outermost hem of the
garment and gain a grace.
A. D. T. WHITNEY.
WHEN we come to the Lord's Supper, we come
to eat memorial bread and drink memorial wine.
There is no magic about it; no priest's fingers
manipulate the elements so as to change them or
give them value. They are to you what you are
to them. If your heart be penitent and broken
utterly, and there is not place in it or excuse for
sin, and your whole soul goes out after the loving
Christ for the benefits of his completed redemption, you will be as if you had eaten his flesh and
drunken the very blood of his heart.
JOSEPH PARKER,

D. D.
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Influence.

"WE see not in this life the end of human
actions; their influence never dies. In everwidening circles it reaches beyond the grave.
Every morning, when we go forth, we lay the
moulding hand on our destiny; and every evening, when we have done, we have left a death·
less impress on our character."
" No act falls fruitless; none can tell
How vast its power may be,
Nor what results infolded dwell
Within it silently."
THE first duty of every Christian is to make
sure that he lays no stumbling-block in others'
way.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
WE should preach God's glory day by day,
not by words only, often not by words at all, but
by our conduct. If you wish your neighbors to
see what God is like, let them see what he can
make you like. Nothing is so infectious as example.
CHARLES KINGSLEY.
UP, up my soul! the long-spent time redeeming;

Sow thou the seed of better deed and thought;
Light other lamps while yet thy light is beaming.
The time,
The time is short.
HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH.

l6irtblla1!S:S·
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Influence.

INDIRECT influence is often far more successful than that which is direct ; and for this reason :
the direct aims that we make to convert others
may be contradicted by our lives, while the indirect influence is our very life. What we really
are, somehow or other will ooze out, in tone, in
look, in act; and that tells upon those who come
in daily contact with us.
F. W. ROBERTSON.

for something. Do good, and leave behind you a monument of virtue that the storm of
time can never destroy. Write your name in
kindness, love, and mercy on the hearts of thousands you come in contact with, year by year.
Good deeds will shine as stars in heaven.
LIVE

CHALMERS.

0 MASTER, let me walk with thee
In lowly paths of service free;
Tell me thy secret; help me bear
The strain of toil, the fret of care.
Help me the slow of heart to move
By some clear, winning word of love;
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,
And guide them in the homeward way.
WASHINGTON GLADDEN,

D. D.
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Praise.

WE cannot truly worship unless we are genuinely grateful. We are not likely to be grateful unless we meditate on our deliverances and
mercies. Experience is material which ought to
be worked up into psalms. Each of us ought
to find enough in our experience to lead us to
cry out as David did, " Exalted be the God of
my salvation." . . . Surely there is need of our
cultivating the art of praising. We doubt and
speculate and philosophize as naturally as the
sparks fly upward. It would be better with us if
we praised God more. If Christians praised God
more, the world would doubt him less. One man
in ten returns to give God thanks, but where are
the nine?
BLESSING, honor, without measure,
Heavenly riches, earthly treasure,
Lay we at his blessed feet.
Poor the praise that now we render;
Loud shall be our voices yonder,
When before his throne we meet.

BONAR.

I WILL praise the name of God with a song,
and will magnify him with thanksgiving. DAVID.

Bv him therefore let us offer the· sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to his name. HEB. 13: 15.
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FORGIVE our debts as we forgive,
We nightly ask while praying;
But on the morrow we forget,
And daily go a-straying.
We do not mean
To be untrue,
Or faithless prove
In what we do,
0, Lord, dear Lord,
We look to you;
Forgive us when we pray.
MRS. F. E.

KLINE.

THE sins and failings of the day now past,
The shadows on my soul that they have cast,
Do thou forgive ;
0, purge my life from every taint of sin,
That I within thy courts may enter in,
With thee to live.
R.

N.

LET us beware of the prayer for forgiveness
oecoming a formality ; only what is really coniessed is really forgiven. Let us in faith accept
the forgiveness as promised ; as a spiritual reality,
an actual transaction between God and us; it is
the entrance into all the Father's love and all the
privileges of children. Such forgiveness as a
living experience is impossible without a forgiving spirit to others.
ANDREW MURRAY.
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Forgiveness.

SHE was just then in the state of mind that
people are in when you hear them say, "I can
forgive, but I can never forget," a sort of forgiveness, let me tell you, that is n't worth the name.
It is base coin ; and whenever you feel in that
way towards anybody, you may as well take a
long breath, and think seriously before you say
the "forgive us our trespasses" in the Lord's
Prayer.
" FORGIVE one another, even as God also in
Chist forgave you." God's full and free forgiveness is to be the rule of ours with man. Otherwise our reluctant, half-hearted forgiveness, which
is not forgiveness at all, will be God's rule with us.
Every prayer rests upon our faith in God's pardoning grace. If God dealt with us after our
sins, not one prayer could be heard. Pardon
opened the door to all God's love and blessing;
because God has pardoned all our sin, our prayer
can prevail to obtain all we need. The deep,
sure ground of answer to prayer is God's forgiving love.
ANDREW MURRAY.
YE ought rather to forgive him, and comfort
him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed
up with overmuch sorrow.
PAUL.
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Patience.

HEARTS are very much alike, and all take lots
of patience to make them good and happy.
LOUISA M. ALCOTT.
IT is very easy to find reasons why other people should be patient.
BISHOP BROOKS.
THERE are briers besetting every path,
That call for patient care;
There is a crook in every lot,
And a need for earnest prayer;
But a lonely heart that leans on thee
Is happy everywhere.
ANNA L. WARING.

PATIENT endurance
Attaineth to all things.

LONGFELLOW.
HE is not truly patient who is willing to suffer
only so much as he thinks good, and from whom
he pleases.
Without a combat thou canst not attain unto
the crown of patience. If thou art unwilling to
suffer, thou refusest to be crowned. But if thou
desire to be crowned, fight manfully, endure
patiently. 0 Lord, let that become possible to
me by thy grace which by nature seems impossiTHOMAS A. KEMPIS.
ble to me.
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Patience.

SucH faith, 0 God, our spirits fill,
That we may work in patience still ;
Who works for justice, works for thee ;
Who works in love thy child shall be.
SAMUEL LONGFELLOW.

Nor so much to sudden and bold strokes does
the marble owe its utmost perfectness ; no, but
to the silent, oft-repeated passages of the chisel
over the stone, little more than audible in their
occurrence, almost imperceptible in their separate
result; it is these that leave the statue a marvel
and a desire. "Let us run with patience."
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.
THE record of our Lord's life is full of strange,
serene leisure. His father's business was done
for thirty quiet years at Nazareth. The Son of
God served so long an apprenticeship of patience
And afterwards,
before his ministry began.
when he became the vortex of eddying multitudes,
he never showed a trace of hurry or excitement.
Through all those crowded days of healing and
controversy, he never knew what it was to be feverish or flurried or distraught. He moved like a
king in his own realm, master of the pageant that
stays for his pleasure.
British Weekly.
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Patience.

PA TIEN CE is the ballast of the soul, that will
keep it from rolling and tumbling in the greatest
storm.
BISHOP HOPKINS.
AFTER he had patiently endured, he obtained
the promise.
HEB. 6 : r 5.
PATIENCE is not sloth.
It does not mean that
you must leave the world and self to God, while
you attend to something else. If patience is just
the perfecting of faith, you must see that the
more patient you are, the more calmly and resolutely you will be putting yourself alongside of
God, doing his will with sincere heart, making
yourself a co-worker with him. The capacity for
waiting is involved in the capacity for working.
REV. HUGH BLACK, M.A.

says, "To know how to wait is
the great secret of success." We must sow before we can reap, and often have to wait long,
content meanwhile to look patiently forward in
hope ; the fruit best worth waiting for often ripening the slowest.
SMILES.
DE MAISTRE

I WAITED patiently for the Lord; and he inDAVID.
clined unto me and heard my cry.
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Rest.

No note of sorrow but shall melt
In sweetest chords unguessed;
No labor all too pressing felt,
But ends in quiet rest.
No sigh but from the harps above
Soft echoing tone shall win ;
No heart wound but the Lord of love
Shall pour his comfort in.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
I AM so glad ! It is such rest to know
That thou hast ordered and appointed all,
And yet wilt order and appoint my lot;
For, though so much I cannot understand,
And would not choose, has been, and yet
may be,
Thou choosest, man performest,-THOU, my
Lord,This is enough for me.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
NAY, more! We lean upon his breast;
There, there we find a point of perfect rest
And glorious safety. There we see
His thoughts to usward; thoughts of peace
That stoop in tenderest love, that still increase
With increase of our need, that never change,
That never fail or falter or forget.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
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Missions.

IF we ever bring the world to Christ, it must
be through the living Christ in the living soul.
MRS. HUNTLEY.
HE who is not a missionary Christian will be
a missing Christian when the great day comes
for bestowing the rewards of service.
A. J. GORDON, D. D.

if your own were starving,
Fainting with famine pain,
And yet you knew where golden grew
Rich fields of ripening grain;
Could you pass them by,
As they groan and die,
And turn to your feast ?

WHAT

"They are not our own," you answer;
"They are neither kith nor kin."
They are God's own; his love alone
Can save them from their sin.
They are Christ's own;
He left his throne,
And died their souls to win.
W. B. M. CALENDAR.

great crisis in the missionary field has
been turned in answer to prayer, and yet the
church has not begun to know what the power of
prayer is in waiting on Almighty God for a blessing.
A. T. PIERSON, D. D.
EVERY
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Missions.

WHEN we pray for the extension of God's
kingdom, we put ourselves under obligations to
work for it.
From The Ram's Horn.
WE ought to pray more earnestly for missions,
not only by repeating the phrase so common,
" 0 Lord, bless the heathen and the missionaries,., but to pray like the "violents," who, so to
speak, strive face to face with God, and to whom
he takes pleasure in giving the victory. What
might our missionaries not accomplish, if our
people worked with them by prayer? When you
pray for us, dear friends, what do you ask? 0,
pray above all that God himself may inspire the
plans which we make for his work, and that we
may have no other will but his. Pray for health
for our missionaries. Pray for strength of body
and refreshment of soul for those who have been
for long years in the work. Pray for the young
volunteers, that they may have courage and wisdom for the absolutely new life which is before
them. Pray that they may have facility in learn°
ing the language, and in adapting themselves to
the climate and the food. Ask, above all, that
Christ may reign in them, and that he may use
them as his instruments for the conversion of
souls.
A MISSIONARY.
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Missions.

THROUGH midnight gloom from Macedon,
The cry of myriads as of one;
The voiceless silence of despair
Is eloquent in awful prayer.
The soul's exceeding bitter cry,
" Come o'er and help us ere we die."
How mournfully it echoes on !
For half the world is Macedon.
These brethren to their brethren call ;
And by the love that loved us all,
And by the whole world's life, they cry,
"0 ye that live, behold we die ! "

A STUDENT in training, a catechist, a Bible woman, a pastor, a teacher, a village school, a mis·
sion church at home or abroad, - one or all of
these is within the giving power of many Endeavorers. Have your representative at work while
you sleep. Work twenty-four hours a day for
God. Have your personal representative, above
all, so that your heart and interest and love may
be in the extension of the kingdom of God the
world around ; for where your treasure is, there
will your heart be.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
WHATSOEVER ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them.
MATT. 7: 12,
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Envy.

"LovE envieth not." Whenever you attempt
a good work, you will find other men doing the
same kind of work, and probably doing it better. Envy them not. Envy is a feeling of ill
will to those who are in the same line as ourselves, a spirit of covetousness and detraction.
How little Christian work, even, is a protection
against unchristian feeling ! That most despicabte of all the unworthy moods which cloud a
Christian's soul assuredly waits for us on the
threshold of every work unless we are fortified
with this grace of magnanimity. Only one thing,
truly, need the Christian envy, -the large, rich,
generous soul, which "envieth not."
HENRY DRUMMOND.
DISPOSSESS me, 0 Lord, of this bad spirit, and
turn my envy into holy emulation. Let me labor
to exceed those in pains who exceed me in parts ;
let me feed and foster and nourish and cherish
graces in others; honoring their persons, praising their parts, and glorifying thy name who hath
given such gifts to them.
FULLER.
"WHEN God kindles a light, we should be willing to rejoice in it, and not close or cover our
eyes against it, far less endeavor, with the breath
of envy, to blow it out."
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Pride.

KNOW that pride,
Howe'er disguised in its own majesty,
ls littleness; that he who feels contempt
For any living thing, hath faculties
Which he has never used; that thought with him
Is in its infancy. The man whose eye
Is ever on himself doth look on one,
The least of nature's works, one who might move
The wise man to that scorn which wisdom holds
Unlawful ever. 0, be wiser, thou,
Instructed that true knowledge leads to love;
True dignity abides with him alone
Who, in the silent hour of inward thought,
Can still suspect, and still revere himself,
In lowliness of thought.
WORDSWORTH.
WE mortals, men and women, devour many a

disappointment between breakfast and dinner
time, keep back the tears, and look a little pale
about the lips, and in answer to inquiries say,
"0, nothing." Pride helps us; and pride is not
a bad thing when it only urges us to hide our
GEORGE ELIOT.
own hurts, not to hurt others.
IN general, pride is at the bottom of all great
mistakes.
All other passions do occasional
good; but, wherever pride puts in its word,
everything goes wrong, and what it might be
desirable to do quietly and innocently, it is
morally dangerous to do proudly. JOHN RusKIN.
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The Quiet Hour.

GEORGE HERBERT says, "By all means use
sometimes to be alone." God has put each into a
separate body.
We should follow the divine
hint, and see to it that we do not lapse again into
the general flood of being. . . . It is well at
times to get away from our world, - companions, actions, work, -in order to measure it and
ascertain our relations to it. The moral use of
the night is in the isolation it brings, shutting
out the world from the senses that it may be
realized in thought.
It is very simple advice,
but worth heeding. Get some moments each
day to yourself; take now and then a solitary
walk ; get into the silence of thick woods, or some
other isolation as deep, and suffer the mysterious
sense of selfhood to steal upon you, as it surely
will.
T. T. MUNGER, D. D.
EVERY praying soul needs some place and
time for prayer, free from needless interruption
and intrusion. The eye is mercifully furnished
with an eyelid which instantly drops over the
organ of vision, shutting out all external objects,
and, if the ear were similarly supplied with an
earlid, which could be used to shut out all sounds,
as the eyelid does all sights, a closet could be
instantly found and entered even in the midst of
a throng.
A. T. PIERSON, D. D.
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The Quiet Hour.

into the secret of his pavilion. Go by
yourself every morning for this infilling of the
indwelling God. Open wide your heart's doors
to him. Leave no dark, cobweb-lined room in
your soul, which you shut away from him. Find
out what John has to tell you about the Holy
Spirit ; about his abiding, ever indwelling, informing, enlightening, comforting presence. Do not
only know about it, but know it; know him as a
matter, not of books and second-hand information, but of experience ; then you have learned
the secret of happiness.
FRANCIS E. CLARK, D. D.
ENTER

Master said, " But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet; and, when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in
secret." We all too frequently leave the door
open, and in the midst of our devotions, when
our faces should shine with a heavenly radiance,
they are clouded with the shadow of some earthly
ambition or disappointment. We need to "practise the presence of God," that we may have
strength to shut the door and be alone with him.
WILLIAM SHAW, in The Golden Rule.
OuR

"BE much with God if you would be much like
God."
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Prayers.

FATHER divine,
May every word of mine
Be aimed with care and winged
with prayer,
So all its ways are thine.
I am thine own ;
To thee each thought is known I
And every word I say is heard
Upon thy lofty throne.
Father of light,
May every thought be right,
That what I say, by night or day,
May glisten in thy sight.
Father of all,
May not an accent fall
That 't were not meet that I repeat
In answer to thy call.
SELECTED.
LEAD me, 0 Lord,
In still, safe places;
Let mine eyes meet
Sweet, earnest faces;
Far from the scenes
Of worldly fashion,
Of faithless care,
And noisy passion.
M. F. BUTTS.
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Spiritual Blindness.

BEING in doubt, I say,
Lord, make it plain;
Which is the true, safe way?
Which would be vain?
I am not wise to know,
Nor sure of foot to go.
My blind eyes cannot see
What is so clear to thee.
Lord, make it clear to me.
ANNA WARNER.
I DO not try to see my way,
Before, behind, or left, or right;
I cannot tell what dangers gray
Do haunt my steps, nor at what height
Above the sea my path doth wind;
For I am blind.

Yet not without a guide I wend
My unseen way, by day, by night;
Close by my side there walks a Friend,
Strong, tender, true; I trust his sight;
He sees my way before, behind,
Though I am blind.
Of all my backward way I know
But little save that thus far on
My Friend hath led me safe; and so
I trust, when once the goal is won,
Good cause of thankfulness to find
That I was blind.
W. M. L. JAY.

F INDI NG OF MOSES.
Frqm 11 /Jfli11li11r 6y De/4roc/Je.
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Light.

ON one of the railroads running into Boston
there is a long tunnel near the city. When the
morning trains bear their loads of engrossed
newspaper-readers to the day's work, this tunnel
generally comes as an unpleasant surprise, shutting off all light. This is because the train is
dependent upon exterior light ; it carries none
within itself, and when the outside light is removed, there must be complete darkness. The
evening trains bear their own lights, and very
few of the passengers know when the tunnel
is passed. . . . Every man must bear his own
light. Within the individual soul there must
be enough of truth to illumine the life.
For
dark days must come; tunnels must be passed
through ; and, if there is no light within, how
great will be the darkness ! If spiritual peace
and hope and trust do not make radiant the
darkness, sad, indeed, will be your lot.

The Golden Rule.
LET us serve God in the sunshine, while he
makes the sunshine ; we shall then serve him all
the better in the dark, when he sends the darkness. The darkness is sure to come ; only let
our light be God's light, and our darkness his
darkness, and we shall be safe at home when the
great nightfall comes.
FABER.
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Light.

us all do all the business we can. If we
can't be a lighthouse, let us be a tallow candle.
Some one said, "I can't be anything more than a
farthing rushlight." Well, if you can't be more,
be that ; that is well enough. Be all you can.
D. L. MOODY.
LET

BY nature we are like so many unlighted
lamps. Some are beautifully chased, and others
black and ugly ; some are tall, to cast their
beams afar; others are dwarfed and stunted.
Some are suitable for the lighthouse tower;
others for the widow's garret. But we wait, like
the wagon-load of unlit lamps on the station
platform, awaiting the touch of flame. Is not
this the reason why so many men, highly gifted
and cultured, miss their mark, and eat out their
hearts with disappointment? They have never
been kindled by the fire of the divine life, caught
from the brazen altar of Calvary.
REV. F. B. MEYER.
our eyes, 0 Lord, we pray,
To see our way, our Guide;
That by the path that here we tread,
We, following on, may still be led
In thy light to abide.
From "THE SHADOW OF THE

OPEN

ROCK."
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Shining.

THE outer world is dark; my room is bright.
It is not fair that I should have the light
While others wander on in darkness still.
I'll place my lamp upon the window-sill,
And keep it brightly, that its ray
May cheer some traveller on his homeward way.
The outer world is dark ; my world is bright.
It is not fair that I should have the light,

My life be freed from sorrow and from care,
While others faint with burdens I might share.
I'll keep my heart's lamp burning, that its ray
May cheer some soul upon his lonely way.
From The Golden Rule.

A YOUNG man once entreated me to find him
a fresh situation, and on my naturally inquiring his reason for leaving the one he held, he
replied that he was the only Christian in the
entire establishment, and found it so lonely to
stand by himself. But was not that the one
reason why he should have endeavored to hold
his ground ? Surely the loneliness of a light is
the more reason why it should shine. If there
were more than one, it might with some grace
retire, but not if it is alone.
REV. F. B. MEYER.
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Shining.

THE crying want of the times is more bright
Christians. God commanded the light to shine
into the darkness of your sinful soul that you
might give the light of the knowledge of God as
seen in the face of Jesus, to all with whom you
come in contact. You may not be a magnificent
Fresnel burner, like a Chalmers or a Wesley in
their day, or like a Spurgeon or a Moody in our
times, but the properties of light are the same in
a household lamp that they are in the huge
luminary that flashes from the tower at Sandy
Hook; and in your little circle there is just as
much need of a bright Christian as there is in
the most conspicuous pulpit of Christendom.
T. L. CUYLER, D. D.
IF our love were but more simple,
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be all sunshine
In the sweetness of our Lord.

FABER.

ARISE, shine; for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. IsA. 6o : r.
WE should remember past mercies and blessings. If we do, our past will shine down upon
us like a sky full of stars. J. R. MILLER, D. D.

3I I
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Shining.

your soul is on fire with the love of
Jes us and of your fellow men, you will burn and
shine unconsciously. Probably the most effective good which most genuine Christians do is in
the way of steady, silent, and unconscious reflection of Jesus Christ in their daily conduct. To
live along day after day, luminously reflecting
Christ in word and deed, at home, in the store, in
the shop, and everywhere else, is just "letting
the light shine " of its own sweet accord. That
is the sort of religion that tells.
T. L. CUYLER, D. D.
WHEN

0 Gon, whose thoughts are brightest light,
Whose love runs always clear,
To whose kind wisdom sinning souls
Amidst their sins are dear,
Sweeten my bitter-thoughted heart
With charity like thine,
Till self shall be the only spot on earth
On earth that does not shine.

FABER.

IF they speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.
ISA. 8: 20.
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Shining.

"AMONG whom ye shine as lights." (Phil. 2 :
15.) In olden times in Scotland the kitchens of
the farmhouses were lighted by splinters of bogfir, held by beggars or wayfarers, called peer-men,
who in this way paid for their night's lodgings,
while the people of the house worked or amused
themselves. Our mission in life is to light up
the darkness of the world, and give our fellow
men clear light upon the duties and enjoyments
of life. We are wayfarers and pilgrims on earth,
and are to earn the cost of our entertainment by
the Lord of the house by this work of faith and
labor of love.
The Quiver.
IF you know what torch to light,
Guiding others through the night,
Light it.
If you 're given light to see
What a child of God should be,
See it.
From Harper's Magazz'ne.

" SHINE like a light, but do not flash like lightning." Be not ambitious to dazzle. A steady
light is far more valued than the brilliant flash
which startles and astounds, but goes out as soon
as it comes out.
SPURGEON.
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Shining.

A LANTERN in the hand is worth a dozen
stars. Be a lantern, then, with all your might.
E. M. BAKER.
don't ring bells and fire cannon
to call attention to their shining; they just shine.
D. L. MOODY.
LIGHTHOUSES

HE traineth so,
That we may shine for him in this dark world,
And bear his standard dauntlessly unfurled;
That we may show
His praise by lives that mirror back his love,
His witnesses in earth as he is ours above.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.

your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.
MATT. 5: 16.
LET

OuR Saviour teaches us that our light is so to
shine that our good works may be seen. He
does not say that the worker may be made visible,
but that the works may be observed, admired,
imitated, may induce men to give glory to the
Father which is in heaven.
JOSEPH p ARKER, D. D.
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Beauty.

No man knows the highest goodness that does
not feel beauty. The beauty of holiness is its
highest aspect. To act right because it is beautiful, and because noble, true, self-denying, pure
acts commend themselves to a soul attuned to
harmony, is the highest kind of goodness. "To
see the King in his beauty," is the loftiest and
most unearthly attainment. Can any one be
keenly alive to this who has no heart for external
beauty?
F. w. ROBERTSON.
Drn it ever strike you that goodness is not
merely a beautiful thing, but the beautiful thing,
by far the most beautiful thing in the world, and
that badness is not merely an ugly thing, but the
ugliest thing in the world, so that nothing is to
be compared for value with goodness; that riches,
honor, power, pleasure, learning, the whole world
and all in it, are not worth having in comparison
with being good ; and the utterly best thing for
a man is to be good, even though he were never
rewarded for it ; and the utterly worst thing for
a man is to be bad, even though he were never
punished for it; and, in a word, goodness is the
only thing worth loving, and badness the only
thing worth hating ?
CHARLES KINGSLEY.
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Diligence.

WE find in Scripture that most of the great
appearances which were made to eminent saints
were made when they were busy. Moses was
keeping his father's flock when he saw the burning bush ; Joshua is going round about the city
of Jericho when he meets the angel of the Lord ;
Jacob is in prayer when the angel of God appears
to him ; Gideon is threshing, and Elisha is
ploughing, when the Lord calls them ; Matthew
is at the receipt of custom when he is bidden to
follow Jesus; and James and John are fishing.
The almighty Lover of the souls of men is not
wont to manifest himself to idle persons. He
who is slothful and inactive cannot expect to
have the sweet company of the Saviour.
From "GLEANINGS FOR THE YouNG."
THE Christian is not to be a worse tradesman
because of his religion, but a better; he is not
to be a less skilled mechanic, but he is to be all
the more careful in his work. It were a pity indeed if Paul's tents were the worst in the store,
and Lydia's purple of the poorest dye.
SPURGEON.
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Judge Not.

BE very merciful to others. Compare their
worst with your worst; and not, as so many do,
other people's worst with your best. You cannot be blind to their faults, but you can be infinitely tender and compassionate.
REV. F. B. MEYER.

IN judging of others a man laboreth m vam,
often erreth, and easily sinneth; but in judging
and examining himself he always laboreth fruitfully.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
"JuDGE not, that ye be not judged." The
spirit that is condemned here is one of infallibility. Find a man who makes himself the
standard of everybody's conduct, who judges
everybody by himself, by what he would have
done under such and such circumstances, and who
gives large license to his tongue in forming and
giving such opinions upon such persons, and you
find the very man ref erred to in this exhortation.
In so far as you are self-contented, self-pleased,
self-righteous, in so far as you think it to be
your duty to sit down upon the throne of judgment and to judge all your neighbors and the
whole human race, in so far are you guilty of the
spirit of judgment which Jesus Christ condemns
in this text.
JosEPH PARKER, D. D.
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Falsehood.

FALSEHOOD is so easy, truth is so difficult.
Examine your words well, and you will find that
even when you have no motive to be false, it is
very hard to say the exact truth, even about your
own immediate feelings, - much harder than to
say something fine about them which is not the
exact truth.
GEORGE ELIOT.
TRUTH lies in character. Christ did not simply
speak truth, he was truth, through and through ;
for truth is not a thing of words only, but of
F. w. ROBERTSON.
life and being.
THOU must be true thyself,
If thou the truth wouldst teach ;
Thy soul must overflow if thou
Another's soul would reach.
Think truly, and thy thoughts
Shall the world's famine feed;
Speak truly, and each word of thine
BONAR.
Shall be a fruitful seed.

THERE is but one thing which you have to fear
in earth or heaven, - being untrue to your better
selves, and therefore untrue to God. If you will
not do the thing you know to be right and say
the thing you know to be true, then, indeed, you
are weak. You are a coward ; you desert God.
CHARLES KINGSLEY.
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Little Things.

Do thy little; do it well;
Do what right and reason tell;
Do what wrong and sorrow claim,
Conquer sin and cover shame.
Do thy little, though it be
Dreariness and drudgery;
They whom Christ apostles made
Gathered fragments when he bade.
Do thy little; God has made
Million leaves for forest shade;
Smallest stars their glory bring;
God employeth everything.
SELECTED.

one who will be found in trial capable of
great acts of love is ever the one who is always
doing considerate small ones.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
THE

SMALL service is true service while it lasts;
Of humblest friends scorn not one ;
The daisy, by the shadow that it casts,
Protects the lingering dewdrop from the sun.
WORDSWORTH.

are people who would do great acts ;
but, because they wait for great opportunities,
life passes, and the acts of love are not done at
all.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
THERE
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Doing Small Things.

THERE is no action so slight but it may be done
to a great purpose and ennobled therefor ; nor is
any purpose so great but that slight actions may
help it, and may be so done as to help it much,
most especially that chief of all purposes, the
pleasing of God.
RUSKIN.

IF I can only place one little brick in the pavement of the Lord's pathway, I will place it there,
that coming generations may walk thereon to the
heavenly city.
PHILLIPS BROOKS.
us be content in work
To do the thing we can, and not presume
To fret because 'tis little. E. B. BROWNING.
LET

God uses sometimes very little
things to tum wandering feet into the narrow
way of peace.
RosE PORTER.
REMEMBER

none may deem it wasted time, who stands in
a humble spot,
And digs and waters a little space which the hurrying world heeds not ;
For the Lord of the harvest equally sends his blessed
sun and rain
On the large work and the little work, and none of it
s USAN COOLIDGE.
is vain.
THEN
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Doing Small Things.

HE that is faithful in that which is least is
faithful also in much.
NEVER fear to brin.g the sublimest motive to
the smallest duty, and the most infinite comfort
to the smallest trouble.
PHILLIPS BROOKS.
THE glory is not in the task, but in the doing
it for him.
JEAN INGELOW.
MASTER, to do great work for thee my hand
Is far too weak. Thou givest what may suit, Some little chips to cut with care minute,
Or time, or grave, or polish. Others stand
Before their quarried marble, fair and grand,
And make a life-work of the grand design
"W!iich thou hast traced; or, many-skilled, combine
To build vast temples gloriously planned,
Yet take the tiny stones which I have wrought
Just one by one, as they were given by thee,
Not knowing what came next in thy wise thought.
Let each stone by the master hand of grace
Form the mosaic as thou wilt for me,
And in thy temple pavement give it place.
FRANCES R. HAVERGAL.
" SINCE life is a thorny and difficult path,
Where toil is the portion of man,
We all should endeavor, while passing along,
To make it as smooth as we can."
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Little Things.

THE highest duties oft are found
Lying upon the lowliest ground,
In hidden and unnoticed ways,
In household work, on common days;
Whate'er is done for God alone,
Thy God acceptable will own.
LITTLE golden mercies
Flit across each day,
Gilding every shadow
Lying in my way.
Then I bring my gladness,
Loving Lord, to thee,
Thankful for the sunbeams
That thou sendest me.
Ev A TRAVERS POOLE.
0, WHAT a little thing can turn
A heavy heart from sighs to song!
A smile can make the world less stern;
A word can cause the soul to burn
With glow of heaven all night long.
The Churchman.

IT is in just such little ways, and in such
matters of every-day and commonplace action,
conduct, and manner, that God is always testing
us and deciding whether we are fit or unfit for
the greater work for which he is seeking men.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
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Home Missions.

BOTH good and evil have a longer leverage in
the United States than anywhere else in the
world. . . . He does the most to Christianize
the world and to hasten the coming of the kingdom who does the most to make thoroughly
Christian the United States. I do not imagine
that an Anglo-Saxon is any dearer to God than a
Mongolian or an African. My plea is not, Save
America for America's sake, but, Save America
for the world's sake.
JOSIAH STRONG, D. D., in "THE NEW ERA."

" OuR land for Christ ! " we cry;
We lift this banner high,
In God our strength.
0 that his story told
By champions firm and bold
Would bring within the fold
AU lands at length !
" Our land for Christ! " we cry;
0 Christians, let us try
To faithful prove.
0, let us strive and pray,
And labor, ere the day
Shall vanish quite away,
To spread his love.
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Sincerity.

WHETHER there many be or few
Elect the heavenly goal to win,
Truly I know not, - this I know:
That none who march with footsteps slow,
That none who fight with hearts untrue,
That none who serve with service cold,
The Eternal City can behold,
Or enter in.
Whether there many be who thrive
In their vast suit for that vast love,
Truly I know not, - this I know :
That love lives not in outward show;
That but to seek is not to strive;
That thankless praises, empty prayers,
Can claim no bond, for will of theirs
His court to move.
From " THE SHADOW OF THE ROCK."

0, WOULD that I were purer, Lord,
More filled with grace divine!
0, would that I were surer, Lord,
That my whole heart is thine!
Were it so pure that I might see
Thy beauty, I would grow like thee.
From "AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE."

324

A DAILY MESSAGE

November 19.

Promise.

KINGDOM of light, whose morning star
To Bethlehem's manger led the way,
Not yet upon our longing eyes
Shines the full splendor of thy day.
Yet still across the centuries falls,
Solemn and sweet, our Lord's command;
And still with steadfast faith we cry,
"Lo, the glad kingdom is at hand!"
Kingdom of heaven, whose dawn began
With love's divine, incarnate breath,
Our hearts are slow to understand
The lessons of that life and death.
Yet, though with stammering tongues we tell
Redemption's story strange and sweet,
The world's Redeemer lifted up
Shall draw the nations to his feet.
Kingdom of peace, whose music clear
Swept through Jud.ea's starlit skies,
Still the harsh sounds of human strife
Break on thy heavenly harmonies.
Yet shall thy song of triumph ring
In full accord from land to. land,
And men with angels learn to sing,
"Behold, the kingdom is at hand."
EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER.
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Even as Thou Wilt.

" HAVE mercy on me, Lord ! "
She followed him, and cried; and when there came
No answer, followed, crying still the same,
"Have mercy on me, Lord!"
"Send her away," they said.
They who should be dispensers of his grace,
Would have him turn from her who sought his face;
"Send her away," they said.
He spoke their thought aloud.
"It is not meet to take the children's bread,
And cast it to the dogs," as if he said,
" How poor ye are and proud ! "
" Yea, Lord ! and yet the dogs
Eat of the crumbs that from the children fall,"
She pleaded, " and there is enough for all,
For children and for dogs."
And he to her replied :
" Even as thou wilt, so be it unto thee.
Thy heart the measure of the grace shall be
From my rich store supplied."
From "THE SHADOW OF THE

ROCK."

THEN Jesus answered and said unto her, 0
woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee even
as thou wilt.
MATT. 15: 28.
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Temperance.

IF there is any honest man who really wants
to get at the truth, I would risk all I possess on
the back of the statement that as certainly as he
tries the experiment for a month or six weeks, so
certainly will he come to the conclusion that,
however pleasant alcohol is for the moment, it is
ANDREW CLARK.
not a helper of work.
A CARD put up in some of our horse-cars
among the advertisements reads thus: "A saloon
can no more be ruH without using up boys than a
flouring-mill without wheat, or a saw-mill without
logs. The only question is, Whose boys ? yours
or mine ? our boys or our neighbor's ? "
From PELOUBET's "NoTES."
I ONCE asked the greatest of inventors, Thomas
A. Edison, if he were a total abstainer; and, when
he told me that he was, I said, "May I inquire
whether it was home influence that made you
so? " and he replied, " No, I think it was because
I always felt that I had a better use for my
head." Who can measure the loss to the world
if that wonderful instrument of thought that has
given us so much of light and leading in the
practical mechanism of life had become sodden
with drink, instead of electric with original ideas ?
FRANCES E. WILLARD.
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Unto Him.

IF a helpful thought be born in thy brain,
Born of gladness, or born of pain,
Hasten, and give it a setting meet
To be laid as a gem at the Master's feet.
He will take it and make it shine
With a light divine.
The glory his, and the gladness thine,
And glory and gladness together shall twine
Round the diadem he will give to thee
When the face of the Master thou shalt see.
Is there a service thou canst perform
In the gleam of the sunlight, the gloom of the storm?
He will accept it, however small,
Deeming it much if it be thy all ;
For he knoweth the longing wish of the heart,
And how small a part
Of the hopes and desires that upward start
Will be fulfilled as we count fulfilling ;
But he'll take for the doing our hoping and willing.
Is there a hope thou canst point to-day,
To one who is blindly groping his way,
Seeking for light in the cold and gloom,
Longing for life and dreading the tomb?
Tell him of Christ and him crucified,
Of his love as wide
As eternity's boundless and soundless tide ;
Of the blood of the Lamb, that was shed for all
Who hear and receive the Master's call.
IDA RUNYON FINLAY, in The Golden Rule.
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At Even.

AT even, when the sun did set, they brought

unto him all that were diseased.

MARK 1 : 32.

AT even, ere the sun was set,
The sick, 0 Lord, around thee lay;
0, in what divers pains they met!
0, with what joy they went away!
Once more 'tis eventide, and we,
Oppressed with various ills, draw near;
What if thy form we cannot see?
We know and feel that thou art here.
0 Saviour Christ, our woes dispel;
For some are sick, and some are sad,
And some have never loved thee well,
And some have lost the love they had.
And some have found the world is vain,
Yet from the world they break not free ;
And some have friends who give them pain,
Yet have not sought a friend in thee.
0 Saviour Christ, thou, too, art man ;
Thou hast been troubled, tempted, tried;
Thy kind but searching glance can scan
The very wounds that shame would hide.
Thy touch has still its ancient power;
No word from thee can fruitless fall;
Hear in this solemn evening hour,
And in thy mercy heal us all.
HENRY TWELLS.
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At Even.

" Now God be with us, for the night is closing;
The light and darkness are of his disposing;
And 'neath his shadow here to rest we yield us,
For he will shield us."

LIFE'S evening will take its character from the
day which has preceded it; and, if we would
close our career in religious hope, we must prepare for it by continued religious habit. Thou
shalt always have joy in the evening if thou hast
spent thy day well.
THOMAS A KEMPIS.
him in daily work and earnest living,
And faith shall lift thee to his sunlit heights;
Then shall a psalm of gladness and thanksgiving
Fill the calm hour that comes between the lights.
S. DOUDNEY.

SERVE

THOU infinitely merciful !
Thy garment's hem in prayer we pull;
Bringing our burdens on our knees,
We take the hand that lends release;
Turn on us one forgiving look
Before this day shall close its book.

ABIDE with us ; for it is toward evening, and
the day is far spent.
LUKE 24: 29.
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If Thou Couldst Know.

if thou couldst know,
0 soul that wilt complain,
What lies concealed below
Our burden and our pain;
How just our anguish brings
Nearer those longed-for things
We seek for now in vain, I think thou wouldst rejoice and
not complain.
THINK

I think if thou couldst see,
With thy dim mortal sight,
How meanings dark to thee
Are shadows hiding light,
Truth's efforts crossed and vexed,
Life's purpose all perplexed, If thou couldst see them right,
I think that they would seem all
clear and wise and bright.
And yet thou canst not know,
And yet thou canst not see ;
Wisdom and sight are slow
In poor humanity.
If thou couldst trust, poor soul,
In Him who rules the whole,
Thou wouldst find peace and rest;
Wisdom and sight are well, but
trust is best.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
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C.Omfort.

PERHAPS there are comforts and compensations that one who has not suffered knows nothing of, like the lamps that nobody sees till the
tunnel comes.
ROBERT W. BARBOUR.
"NEVERTHELESS, God, that comforteth those
that are cast down, comforted us by the coming
of Titus."
This text has brought much sunshine and
comfort into my life. Ever since a troubled day,
some years ago, when just the help I needed
came unexpectedly in a letter from an absent
friend, I have learned to call all sweet and loving ministries that cheer my days Tituses. Yesterday Titus was a loving message from a friend;
to-day a gift of flowers from a little child; tomorrow, -well, perhaps I may not need him,
and he will not come at all.
Watch for the Tituses, dear fellow Endeavorers. God still sends them to comfort those that
are cast down, but too often we lose half their
blessing by failing to recognize them as Godsent. Perhaps, too, if you are ready to do his
bidding, God may send you to be a Titus to
BELLE M. BRAIN.
some weary soul.
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Gratitude.

"HITHERTO hath the Lord helped us."
Some
schoolgirls have a pretty custom of keeping what
they call a "memory book," in which they paste
little souvenirs of pleasant times they have had together, and each little card or bit of ribbon has
some special pleasant memory connected with it.
If we should keep some such record as that, of
times when the Lord has helped us, some little
memorial that would be to us what the stone that
Samuel set up at Mizpah was to him, a reminder
of past mercies, we should feel more gratitude to
God for his goodness to us, and more hopeful for
the future. We should be surprised, too, to see
how much we have to be grateful for, how many
H. A. c.
times the Lord has helped us.

" FOR the fresh life that through our being flows
With its full tide to strengthen and to bless;
For calm, sweet thoughts, upspringing from repose
To bear to thee their song of thankfulness, We praise thee, 0 our God."
I

thee, too, that thou hast made
Joy to abound,
So many gentle thoughts and deeds
Circling us round
That in the darkest spot on earth
Some love is found.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
THANK
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Thanksgiving.

Jesus, make our lives one long thanksgiving,
One loving service rendered unto thee;
Risen with thee, for thee, and in thee living,
Keep us thine own, dear Lord, eternally.
The Churchman.

LORD

Mv God, I thank thee, who hast made
The earth so bright;
So full of splendor and of joy,
Beauty and light;
So many glorious things are here,
Noble and right.
I thank thee, Lord, that thou hast kept
The best in store;
We have enough, yet not too much
To long for more ;
A yearning for a deeper peace,
Not known before.
I thank thee, Lord, that here our souls,
Though amply blest,
Can never find, although they seek,
A perfect rest,
Nor ever shall, until they lean
On Jesus' breast.
ADELAIDE A. PROCTER.
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The Master.

WE may not climb the heavenly steeps
To bring the Lord Christ down.
In vain we search the lowest deeps,
For him no depth can drown.
In joy of inward peace, or sense
Of sorrow over sin,
He is his own best evidence;
His witness is within.
But warm, sweet, tender, even yet
A present help is he ;
And faith has still its Olivet,
And love its Galilee.
Through him the first fond prayers are
said,
Our lips of childhood frame ;
The last low whispers of our dead
Are burdened with his name.
0 Lord and Master of us all,
Whate'er our name or sign,
We own thy sway, we hear thy call;
We test our lives by thine.
We faintly hear, we dimly see;
In differing phrase we pray;
But, dim or clear, we own in thee
The Light, the Truth, the Way.
WHITTIER.
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Prayers.

PRAYER FOR MONDAY MORNING.

WE are beginning another workday week, our
Father, and we desire thy blessing. Sanctify to
us the Sabbath's rest, and may its lessons not be
forgotten. May we carry them with us into the
busy days. We shall have so much to do that
we may not find time for quiet thoughts ; but
may the memories of the Sabbath cling to us
through all the hours and prove continual inspiraMay the Sabbath's songs keep
tions to us.
singing in our hearts all the while, as we go
about our work, making music there wherever
we go.
Help us to live out this week in our common,
every-day life the things we learned yesterday in
thy sanctuary. We want to make all our faiths
real in actual life. Strengthen us, our Father,
that we may diligently perform our vows, keep
our promises, and fulfil our intentions of obedience and service. So may the Sabbath life flow
over into our week-days, making them all bright
with love and truth and holiness. We ask in
the name of Jes us. Amen.
From "FAMILY PRAYERS,"
by J. R. MILLER, D. D.

336

A DAILY MESSAGE

December l.

Day by Day.

LORD, for to-morrow and its needs
I do not pray.
Keep me, my God, from stain and sin
Just for to-day.
Let me both diligently work
And duly pray;
Let me be kind in word and deed
Just for to-day.
Let me no wrong or idle word
Unthinking say;
Set thou a seal upon my lips
Just for to-day.
Let me in season, Lord, be grave,
In season gay;
Let me be faithful to thy grace
Just for to-day.
So, for to-morrow and its needs
I do not pray;
But keep me, guide me, love me, Lord,
Just for to-day.
SAMUEL WILBERFORCE.

THE HOLY N IG HT.
From painting by Correggio.
Dtum6er.
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Day by Day.

Gon broke our years to hours and days, that
hour by hour
And day by day,
Just going on a little way,
We might be able all along
To keep quite strong.
Should all the weight of life
Be laid across our shoulder, and the future, rife
With woe and struggle, meet us face to face
At just one place,
We could not go ;
Our feet would stop ;
God lays a little on us every day,
And never, I
on all the way
Will burdens bear so deep,
Or pathways lie so threatening and so steep,
But we can go, if by God's power
We only bear the burdens of the hour.
GEORGE KLINGLE.

ENJOY the blessings of this day, if God sends
them, and the evils of it bear patiently and
sweetly; for this day only is ours ; we are dead to
yesterday, and we are not yet born to the morrow.
JEREMY TAYLOR.

NEW strength for every day is given,
Daily the manna falls from heaven.

338

A DAILY MESSAGE

December 3.

Day by Day.

no thought for the morrow; for the
morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself."
This last reason our Lord gives against anxiety for the future is that we have nothing to do
with the future. God gives us life by days, little,
single days. Each day has its own duties, its
own needs, its own trials and temptations, its
own griefs and sorrows. So the lesson is that
we should keep each day distinct, and attend
strictly to what it brings us. We really have nothing at all to do with the future, save to prepare
for it by doing with fidelity the duties of to-day.
"TAKE

J.

R.

MILLER,

D. D.

day at a time ! But a single day,
Whatever its load, whatever its length;
And there's a precious bit of Scripture to say
That according to each shall be our strength.

ONE

H. H.

As flowers never put on their best clothes for
Sunday, but wear their spotless raiment and exhale their odor every day, so let your Christian
life, free from stain, ever give forth the fragrance
of the love of God.
BEECHER.
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Day by Day.

So here hath been dawning another blue day;
Think, wilt thou let it slip useless away?
Out of eternity this new day is born;
Into eternity at night will return.
CARLYLE.
Gon gives his days for us to use
For some good purpose. If we choose
To squander them, how great our sin!
I shudder when I think he keeps
A record of them all, and weeps
To see the misspent ones therein.
REV. E. E. REXFORD.
ONE day at a time! 'Tis the whole of life!
All sorrow, all joy, are measured therein,
The bound of our purpose, our noblest strife,
The one, only countersign, sure to win!
H.H.

nobody can always know what is right?
Yes, you always can for to-day; and, if you
do what you see of it to-day, you will see more
RusKIN.
of it and more clearly to-morrow.
SURELY

"STRENGTH for to-day" each morn is my petition;
For daily strength alone I need to pray;
For well I know the grandest life-fruition
Lies in the work well done each small to-day.
NETTIE F. YORK.
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Day by Day.

day is a branch of the tree of life, laden
heavily with fruit. If we lie down lazily beneath
it, we may starve; but if we shake the branches,
some of the fruit may fall for us. LONGFELLOW.
EACH

" CHARGE not thyself with the weight of a year,
Child of the Master, faithful and dear;
Choose not the cross for the coming week,
For that is more than he bids thee seek.
" Bend not thine arms for to-morrow's load,
Thou mayst leave that to thy gracious God.
Daily only he saith to thee,
' Take up thy cross and follow thou me.'"

you have no business with. You
steal if you touch to-morrow. It is God's. Every
day has in it enough to keep every man occupied,
without concerning himself with the things which
lie beyond.
BEECHER.
To-MORROW

WE must buy and sell in the market. We must earn
our daily bread,
But just in doing these usual acts may the soul be
helped and fed.
It is not in keeping the day's work and the day's
prayer separate so,
But by mixing the prayer with the labor, that the
soul is taught to grow.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
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Day by Day.

LET this and every dawn of morning be to you
as the beginning of life, and let every setting sun
be to you as its close ; let every one of these short
lives leave its record of some kindly thing done
for others, some goodly strength or knowledge
gained for yourselves.
RUSKIN
EVERY moment hold my hand;
Without thee I cannot stand.
Show my foot the place to tread ;
Step by step I must be led.
Go before me all the way;
Give me daily bread to-day.
ROSE TERRY COOKE

EvERY morning before we cross our threshold,
before we make a single plan or appointment for
the day, we must give ourselves unto our Father's
business. We are not, as we sometimes do, to
determine what we will do, and then devote it
to God; but we are first to devote ourselves to
God, and ask him what we shall do
ALEXANDER McKENZIE, D. D.
"'DAY by day,' the promise reads,
Daily strength for daily needs ;
Cast foreboding fears away;
Take the manna of to-day."
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Duty.

Goo's angels drop, like grains of gold,
Our duties 'midst life's shining sands ;
And from them, one by one, we mould
Our own bright crowns with patient hands;
From dust and dross we gather them;
We toil and stoop for love's sweet sake,
To find each worthy act a gem
In glory's kingly diadem,
Which we may daily richer make. SELECTED.

DUTY, be it in a small matter or a great, is duty
still, the command of Heaven, the eldest voice
of God. And it is only they who are faithful in a
few things who will be faithful over many things ;
only they who do their duty in every-day and
trivial matters who will fulfil them on great occasions.
CHARLES KINGSLEY.
I SHOULD like to know a man who just minded
his duty and troubled himself about nothing ;
who did his own work, and did not interfere with
God's. How nobly he would work, not working
for reward, but because it was the will of
God!
GEORGE MACDONALD.
LET us hear the conclusion of the whole. matter; Fear God, and keep his commandments;
for this is the whole duty of man.
SOLOMON.
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Duty.

Gon never gives us a duty but that he means
to stand by us and help us with his presence and
strength. We never can say, therefore, that a
certain .duty is impossible; that we cannot do
a certain task, nor carry a certain load. If God
be with us, we cannot fail. J. R. MILLER, D. D.
THE path of duty in this world is not all gloom
or sadness or darkness. Like the roads of the
South, it is hedged with everbloom, pure and
white as snow. It is only when we turn to the
right hand or the left that we are lacerated by
piercing thorns and concealed dangers.
JAMES D. KERR.
IF we are indeed dwelling with the King, we
shall be working for him, too, as we have opportunity. " The working will be as the dwellinga settled, regular thing, whatever form it may take
at his appointment. Nor will his work ever be
done when we are not dwelling with him. It
will be our own work then, not his, and it will not
abide." We shall come under the condemnation
of the vine which was pronounced "empty," because " he bringeth forth fruit unto himself."
We are to dwell with the King, "for his work."
HAVERGAL.

344
December 9.

A DAILY MESSAGE

Duty.

A LIGHT of duty shines on every day
For all; and yet how few are warmed or cheered!
WORDSWORTH.

MAN cannot choose his duties.
You may
choose to forsake your duties, and choose not to
have the sorrow they bring. But you will go
forth ; and what will you find ? Sorrow without duty, bitter herbs and no bread with them.
The beginning of hardship is like the first
taste of bitter food; it seems for a moment unbearable, yet, if there is nothing else to satisfy
our hunger, we take another bite, and find it possible to go on.
GEORGE ELIOT.

Do thy duty and be at peace with God and
thine own conscience. There can be no true
peace for thee apart from the honest and daily
discharge of those obligations, great and small,
which come into thy life from the Creator, and
which, rightly viewed, are angels of divine discipline.
F. R. MARVIN.
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Faithfulness.

WHAT higher praise could be given to any
man than to have it said of him that he wholly
followed the Lord ? That was the phrase that
Caleb chose to sum up his aim at what was probably the most trying time of his life ; that was
the judgment that such a man as Moses passed
on what Caleb had actually done, and most of all,
that was confirmed by the Searcher of hearts
himself. He is in no haste to grasp the prize,
for the heart that is wholly the Lord's in the
strength of early manhood will not waver in fidelity in the long course of years.
ARTHUR W. KELLY, in The Golden Rule.

'TIS not the grapes of Canaan that repay,
But the high faith that failed not by the way.
LOWELL.

THE path of conquest before you lies;
Be faithful, true, and brave,
For "the Lord's. occasions" lightly passed
Returq unto him who gave.
0 remember the Source of all your strength,
On the heaven-sent manna feed,
And follow the pillar of fire and cloud;
SELECTED.
Let the Lord Jehovah lead.

BE thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life.
REV. 2 : 1 o.
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Temptation.

No one can ask honestly or hopefully to be
delivered from temptation unless he has himself
honestly and firmly determined to do the best he
RUSKIN.
can to keep out of it.
WHATEVER is done by those around you, be
yourself fully determined to walk in the most excellent way.
WESLEY.
WE must go only where our Saviour leads us.
We are sure to stumble if we leave his side.
NEWMAN HALL, D. D.
Do not resent temptation ; do not be perplexed because it seems to thicken round you
more and more, and ceases neither for effort, nor
for agony, nor prayer. That is your practice
which God appoints you, and it is having its
work in making you patient and humble and generous and unselfish and kind and courteous.
HENRY DRUMMOND.
IF you are true to your Master, he will succor
you when tempted; the victory that overcometh is
your faith, not in yourselves, but in the omnipotent Son of God, whose you are and whom you
serve. Triumphs over temptation will strengthen
T. L. CUYLER, D. D.
you.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

December l 2.

347

Temptation.

BLESSED is the man that endureth temptation ;
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them
that love him.
]AMES.
TEMPTATIONS

heaven.

resisted are stepping-stones to
The Ram's Horn.

MY soul, be on thy guard,
Ten thousand foes arise,
The hosts of sin are pressing hard
To draw thee from the skies.
0, watch and fight and pray;
The battle ne'er give o'er;
Renew it boldly every day,
And help divine implore.
GEORGE HEATH.

A TRUE Christian and a hypocrite may both of
them come to a stand in their course through
temptation; but there is this difference : the true
Christian is like a watch that was going right,
but some dust clogs its wheels; directly it is removed, the watch will go right again. The hypocrite is like a watch that is so badly made that
it stands, or goes wrong, from its very nature,
and the only cure is to give it a new inside.
SALTER.
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Progress.

No man ever trod exactly the path that others
trod before him. There is no exact chart laid
down for the voyage. Every life is a new life.
Every day is a new day. Remember, Christian
progress is only possible in Christ. It is a very
lofty thing to be a Christian, for a Christian is a
man who is restoring God's likeness to his character.
F. W. ROBERTSON.
EVERY blessed time a man bethinks himself
that he has been forgetting his high calling, and
sends up to the Father a prayer for aid; every
time a man resolves that what he has been doing
he will do no more; every time that the love of
God, or the feeling of truth, rouses a man to
look, first up at the light, then down on the skirts
of his own garment - that moment a divine resurrection is wrought upon the earth.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
LET each care
Lift thee upward to a higher, purer air;
Then let Fortune do her worst;
Whether Fate has blessed or cursed,
Little matter, if thou first
Rise higher.
HELEN G. HAWTHORNE.
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Faith.

FAITH is what you need; and, if you have it
wholly, it is all you need. It is mighty.

T.

ADAMS.

MY faith is weak, and yet I know
That, if thy love should will it so,
I need not see one ray of light
Upon my path. If thou dost lead,
All must be right.

BOLD let our approach be, in the ronjidence with
which we ask, in the great things we ask for.
They said of Luther, "There goes a man who
can have anything of God he likes." That is
true of every believer. Within the scope of the
promises (and we have no need or desire to exceed that), we can ask what we will, and it shall
be done for us. 0 for a holy daring in the magnitude of our petition I
FAITH is not asking the Lord for bushels and
setting out a pint measure to catch them.

WE should not trouble ourselves to know where
we are to be led, if only we know that God is leading us. His guidance is safe; and we should be
willing to trust him, do precisely what he says,
and go just where he leads, without asking any
questions.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
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Faith.

" Goo never would send you the darkness,
If he felt you could bear the light;
But you would not cling to his guiding hand,
If the way were always bright;
And you would not care to walk by faith,
Could you always walk by sight."

A CHRISTIAN is what his faith is. It does not
follow because he was abiding in Christ yesterday that he is so to-day. You can't accumulate
faith any more than you can accumulate breath.
we want to go on living, we must go on breathmg.
EDWARD W. MOORE.

!f

FAITH is the root of all good works. A root
that produces nothing is dead.
BISHOP WILSON.
THRICE blessed is he to whom is given
The instinct that can tell
That God is on the field when he
Is most invisible.
FABER.

CHRISTIAN faith is a grand cathedral, with
divinely pictured windows. Standing without,
you see no glory, nor can possibly imagine any;
standing within, every ray of light reveals a
harmony of unspeakable splendors.
HAWTHORNE.
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Faith.

PERHAPS in practical life we could not give a
better account of faith than by saying that it is,
amidst much failure, having the heart to try
again. Our best deeds are marked by imperfections ; but, if they really were our best, "forget
the things that are behind;" we shall do better
next time. Forget mistakes; organize victory
out of mistakes.
F. w. ROBERTSON.
FoR whatever happens to me each day is my
daily bread, provided I do not refuse to take it
FENELON.
from thy hand, and so feed upon it.
FAITH, though weak, is still faith, a glimmering
taper if not a torch; but the taper may give light
as true as the torch, though not so brightly.
H. MULLER.
know if good or ill
My future lot infold;
But, Lord, I rest in peace because
Thou dost that future hold.
FREDERIC R.

MARVIN.

IN heavenly love abiding,
No change my heart shall fear,
And safe is such confiding,
For nothing changes here.
ANNA L.

WARING.

I

CANNOT
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Faith.

IT may be good for you to go hungry or barefoot, but it must be utter death to lose faith in
God. We do not know why here or there a man
may be left to die of hunger, but I do believe
that they who wait on the Lord shall not lack any
good. What it may be good to deprive a man of,
till he knows and acknowledges whence it comes,
it may be still better to give him when he has
learned that every good and every perfect gift
is from above, and cometh down from the Father
GEORGE MACDONALD.
of lights.
FAITH carries present loads, meets present
assaults, feeds on present promises, and commits
the future to a faithful God. Its daily song is, -

" Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see
The distant scene ; one step enough for me."
T. L. CUYLER, D. D.
WHY not take life with cheerful trust,
With faith in the strength of weakness?
The slenderest daisy rears its head
With courage, yet with meekness.
A sunny face hath holy grace
To woo the sun forever.
MARY MAPES

DODGE.
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Christian Charity.

dwells not with souls
Round whom thine arms are drawn;
And dark thoughts fade away in grace,
Like cloud spots in the dawn.
HARD-HEARTEDNESS

For they have caught the way of God,
To whom self lies displayed
In such clear vision as to cast
O'er others' faults a shade.
All bitterness is from ourselves,
All sweetness is from thee ;
0 God, for evermore be thou
Fountain and fire in me.

FABER.

HE that hath truth and perfect charity seeketh
himself in nothing, but only desireth in all things
that the glory of God should be exalted.
He also envieth none, because he seeketh no
private good ; neither doth he will to rejoice in
himself, but wisheth above all things to be made
happy in the enjoyment of God.
THOMAS
ALAS for the rarity
Of Christian charity
Under the sun !

A

KEMPIS.

Hoon.
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Friendship.

WHEN I choose my friend, I will not stay till I
have received a kindness; but I will choose such
a one that can do me many if I need them. But
I mean such kindnesses which make me wiser,
and which make me better.
JEREMY TAYLOR.
" AND it came to pass that the soul of Jonathan
was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan
loved him as his own soul."
This friendship was formed and cemented by
deep piety and devoted friendship to God. Only
in the religious atmosphere and in supreme love
to God can be found the deepest and most enduring friendship among men. It was disinterested,
unselfish, and mutually helpful. It was a friendship in adversity as well as in prosperity. It was
PELOUBET.
faithful and constant to the end.

IT is beautiful to feel our friends are God's
gifts to us. Thinking of it has made me understand why we love and are loved, sometimes
when we cannot explain what causes the feeling.
Feeling so makes friendship such a sacred, holy
ROSE PORTER.
thing !
A MAN that hath friends must show himself
SOLOMON.
friendly.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

December 20.

3 55

Onward.

ONWARD, Christian, onward go;
Join the war and face the foe;
Will you flee in danger's hour?
Know you not your Captain's power?
Let your drooping hearts be glad;
March, in heavenly armor clad;
Fight, nor think the battle long;
Victory soon shall tune your song.
WHITE AND MAITLAND.
ONWARD, ever onward,
Journeying o'er the road
Worn by saints before us,
Journeying on to God;
Leaving all behind us,
May we hasten on,
Backward never looking
Till the prize is won.
GODFREY THWING.

when the cloud was taken up from over
the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward
in all their journeys.
Exon. 40 : 36.
AND

daily walk should be like one whose path
goes about a mountain, but climbs a little higher
with each circuit, until at last he gains the clear
summit, and looks into the face of God.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
OUR
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Sympathy.

THE Levite turned aside, and looked at the
wounded sufferer, and said : " Poor fellow, I am
very sorry for you. Are you much hurt ? I hope
some of your friends will come to help you."
Then he, too, went on. There is much of this
kind of sympathy in the world. People express
interest in those that are suffering, telling them
how sorry they are for them. Perhaps they
promise to pray for them. Then they pass by on
the other side. Such sympathy is very cheap,
and it is as valueless as cheap. It costs to do
good to others. We cannot love our neighbor as
ourselves, and then save ourselves from selfdenial and sacrifice. He that will save his life
shall lose it. The way to save our life in reality
is to give it out in love. as the good Samaritan
gave his life. It may seem a waste, a failure, but
nothing emptied out in love is wasted.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
I

thee for a thoughtful love,
Through constant watching wise,
To meet the glad with joyful smiles,
And wipe the weeping eyes ;
A heart at leisure from itself,
To soothe and sympathize.
ANNA L. WARING.
ASK
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Peace.

I DO not know when or how it may please God
to give you the quiet of mind that you need ; but
I tell you I believe that it is to be had, and in
the mean time you must go on doing your work,
trusting in God even for this. Tell him to look
at your sorrow, ask him to come and set it right,
making the joy go up in your heart by his presence.
GEORGE MACDONALD.
" LET the peace of God rule in your hearts ; "
there is a peace that will enter there, if you do
not thwart it ; there is a spirit that will take
possession of your soul, provided that you do
not quench it. In this world we are recipients,
not creators.
F. w. ROBERTSON.
your restless heart keep still,
And wait in cheerful hope, content
To take whate'er his gracious will,
His all-discerning love, hath sent;
Nor doubt our inmost wants are known
To him who chose us for his own.
ONLY

GEORGE NEUMARK.

I WILL hear what God the Lord will speak ;
for he will speak peace unto his people, and to
his saints.
DAVID.
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Peacemakers.

"BLESSED are the peacemakers." (Matt. 5 : 9.)
I once knew a famous man who lived to be
eighty-eight, the delight of all about him. He
always stood up for the right, with an eye like an
eagle's when it flashed fire at what was wrong. I
have an old grammar, all tattered and torn,
which he used when a little schoolboy. In the
first page, in his own hand is written, " Still in
thy right hand carry gentle peace, to silence
vicious tongues. Be just, and fear not." That
was his rule through life, and he was loved and
honored to the end.
DEAN STANLEY.
GRANT us thy peace, down from thy presence falling,
As on the thirsty earth cool night-dews sweet;
Grant us thy peace, to thy pure paths recalling,
From devious ways, our worn and wandering feet.
E. SCUDDER.

HAVE you ever thought seriously of the meaning of that blessing given to the peacemakers?
People are always expecting to get peace in
heaven; but you know whatever peace they get
there will be ready-made. Whatever making of
peace they can be blessed for, must be on the
earth here ; not the taking of arms against, but
the building of nests amidst, its sea of troubles
(like the halcyons).
RusKIN.
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The World Is Good.

THE world is good in its own poor way;
There is rest by night and high spirits by day;
Yet the world is not happy, as the world might be.
Why is it? Why is it? 0, answer me.
The cross shines fair, and the church bell rings,
And the earth is peopled with holy things;
Yet the world is not happy, as the world might be.
Why is it? . Why is it? 0, answer me.
What lackest thou, world? for God made thee of old;
Why, thy faith hath gone out, and thy love hath
grown cold;
Thou art not happy as thou mightest be,
For the want of Christ's simplicity.
It is love that thou lackest, thou poor old world.
Who shall make thy love hot for thee, frozen old
world?
Thou art not happy as thou mightest be,
For the love of dear Jesus is little in thee.

Poor world, if thou cravest a better day,
Remember that Christ must have his own way;
I mourn thou art not as thou mightest be,
But the love of God would do all for thee.
FABER.
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Christmas.

frankincense, and myrrh they brought the newborn Christ, .
,
Those wise men from the East, - and m the ox s
stall
The far-brought precious gifts they heaped, with love
unpriced;
And Christ, the babe, looked on, and wondered not
at all.
GOLD,

I bring the gold of faith, which, through the centuries

long,
Still seeks the Holy Child and worships at his feet,
And owns him for its Lord, with gladness deep and
strong,
And joins the angel choir, singing in chorus sweet.
The frankincense I bear is worship, which can rise,
Like perfume floating up higher and higher still,
Till on the wings of prayer it finds the far, blue
skies,
And falls as falls the dew, to freshen heart and
will.
And last I bring the myrrh, half bitter and haJf sweet,
Of my own selfish heart, through sacrifice made
clean,
And break the vase and spill the oil upon thy feet,
0 Lord of Christmas Day, as did the Magdalene.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.
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Christmas.

How did they keep his birthday then,
The little fair Christ, so long ago?
0, many there were to be housed and fed,
And there was no place in the inn, they said ;
So into the manger the Christ must go,
To lodge with the cattle, and not with men.
The ox and the ass they munched their hay,
They munched and they slumbered, wondering not,
And out in the midnight cold and blue
The shepherds slept, and the sheep slept, too,
Till the angel's song and the bright star-ray
Guided the wise men to the spot.
But only the wise men knelt and praised,
And only the shepherds came to see,
And the rest of the world cared not at all
For the little Christ in the oxen's stall;
And we are angry and amazed
That such a dull, hard thing should be.
How do we keep his birthday now?
We ring the bells and we raise the strain,
We hang up garlands everywhere
And bid the tapers twinkle fair,
And feast and frolic - and then we go
Back to the same old lives again.
SUSAN COOLIDGE.

362

A DAILY MESSAGE

December 27.

Christmas.

ARE we so better, then, than they
Who failed the new-born Christ to see?
To them a helpless babe - to us
He shines a Saviour glorious,
Our Lord, our Friend, our All - yet we
Are half asleep this Christmas Day.
SUSAN COOLIDGE,
Do you hear the bells chime o'er the snow,
In the hush of the dawning,
While the east flashes red in the glow
Of the fair Christmas morning?
O, hush ! while you hear their clear ringing,
"Peace, peace," is the word they are bringing,
Good will unto men.
O, hush! in your hearts let the echo
Find answer again.
And to-day let the news of that morn
Thrill the earth with its gladness;
On this day that our Saviour was born
Let all hearts turn from sadness.
0 sweetest, 0 brightest, best morning !
Ring, bells, for the fair Christmas dawning
That maketh earth glad,
Ring, bells, till the world leaves its sorrow,
And no one is sad.
MILLIE COLCORD.

FOR CHRISTIAN ENDEAVORERS.

December 28.

363

The Passing Year.

THE years go by on wings;
Alas, how swiftly do they fly !
So soon the tale of each is told,
So soon the new becomes the old ;
And, when the year its course has run,
So much of good we meant to do
Doth still, alas! remain undone.
And ills we vowed we would eschew
So mark the track,
As we look back,
That conscience sorely stings;
Full well we know the reason why,
And thus our hearts are sad.
Lord, as the years still fly,
Do thou so guide us by thy grace
That we may fully do thy will,
And each appointed task fulfil.
Then, as each year its course has run,
We shall not mourn, as now we do,
The good resolved, but yet undone,
The sins we vowed we would eschew ;
But, led by thee,
Our way shall be
Blessed as the years go by,
Until at length we see thy face,
And be forever glad.

So teach us to number our days that we may
Ps. 90: 12.
apply our hearts unto wisdom.
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The Passing Year.

BY the brave things thought or spoken;
By the true deeds simply done;
By the mean things crushed and conquered,
And the bloodless battles won;
By the days when the load was heavy,
Yet the heart grew strong to bear,
By the days when the heart was craven,
Lacking the strength of prayer;
By the book of the angels' record
We measured the passing year.
By the joy of the Christmas carols,
And the solemn shade of the cross;
By the breaking dawn of Easter,
And the gain that follows loss;
By the name of the world's Redeemer,
And the sins we trample down;
By the light that shines above us,
Though the darkling cloud may frown;
By the silent voices calling;
By the dear remembered eyes;
By the heaven which ever beckons
Beyond these earthly skies;
By the Christian's hope and comfort,
We've measured the passing year.
From"

by MARGARET E. SANGSTER.
Copyright, 1897, by Harper & Brothers.
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The End of the Year.

FORGETTING those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark.
PAUL.
AND another year will tell another year's story.
Don't you like to think of that sometimes? That
the story isn't done ever? There is always more
to tell, on and on. And that means more to do.
WE are leaving the old year behind, but we
are not leaving Christ in the dead year. We
need not be afraid, therefore, to go forward, if
we go with him. We have not passed this new
way heretofore, and it is all strange to our inexperience ; but Christ knows, and he will guide
us, and all will be well if we put our hand in his.
J. R. MILLER, D. D.
" 0 TENDER Christ, bless thou this year.
Bless thou its dawn, and bless
I ts noontide and its evening, Lord;
And let each heart confess,
As days and weeks and months go by
To help the year grow old,
That of thy glory, King of kings,
The half not yet is told."
FINALLY, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report, - think on these things.
PAUL.

JSittbb!lJ!S.
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Prayers.

A PRAYER FOR SATURDAY EVENING.
DEAR Heavenly Father, our hearts are very
glad to-night as we think of the way thou hast
led us this week. It has been a good week, a
week full of loving-kindness and tender mercy.
Thou hast walked with us all the days, and hast
guarded us all the nights. Thou hast brought to
us many blessings which will make the week bright
in memory. We have met new friends, have
read new books, have had prayers answered, and
have new joys. For all these things we are very
grateful.
Look over the record which is now spread out
before thee. Thou seest many spots and stains,
things done which we ought not to have done,
things left undone which we ought to have done.
Speak to us forgiveness. We plead, too, for grace
to make the new week before us better than this has
been. We cannot change the past, but we would
save what remains. Prepare us for the Sabbath,
and may the Sabbath prepare us for the new
week. Fill us with thy spirit on the Lord's Day.
let thy word search us and find in us whatever is
not right, and then make us clean. We ask it in
Christ's name. Amen.
From "FAMILY PRAYERS," by J. R. MILLER, D. D.
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